NICOSIA (R) -7 Inman Pres i dent Akbar Hahsemi Rafsanjani urged 
Islamic movements 00 Wednesday to work within international law, 
saying democracy was on their side. Mr. RaJsanjani put forth his 
pragmatist view of the role Of Isiam in a charting world at the opening 
se»on ^ a gathering In Tehran (rf sopfxmen of Iran's Islamic revolutkm. 

“The Islamic move m en t does not need to rebel against the international 
order," the Iranian news agency ERNA quoted him as saying. “We can 
work within the limits of international regulations. The time is ripe for 
fdntnir movements since, imperialism is entrapped in contradictions and 
we must take advantage of it.” Mr. Rafsanjani. whose views are opposed 
by Iranian bardfiners as too soft towards the West and conservative 
Muslim governments, said Islam should prove it can govern by striking a 
balance between material and spiritual aspects of life. “How different is it 
from the middle ages when the world today ignores the rights of 70 to 80 
per cent of the Algerian people,” he asked, referring to the scrapping of 
elections in Algeria after Muslim fundamentalists scored a big victory. 
Thed Wen, Mr. Rafsanjani said, was acting against its longstanding 
slogans of democracy and people's sovereignty. ^ 


Jo#^rririmes 

Cornt sentences 4 robbers to hang, thea be crodfied 

KHARTOUM, Sudan ( AP) — A court has sentenced four armed robbers 
to be hanged and then their bodies crucified under Sudan’s strict law. a 
newspaper reported Wednesday. The official Al Ingaz AJ Watani said a 
sped a] tribunal headed by Col. Ali Mirghani passed the sentence on 
Abdullah Mohammad Jumaa. Dawood Mussa Ibaid. Bhar Al Decn Dro 
Lay and Hussein Jadain Kabida in Darfur slate in western Sudan. The | 
court sentenced 10 others convicted of the same crime to prison terms 
between 10 and 13 years, the newspapers said. The four sentenced to 

An Arab political daily published by the Jordan Press Foundation 
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death were being tried for killing four villagers during a 1980 robbery. The 
thieves shot and killed the villagers after they caught them stealing camels 
from their hamlet in Darfur. The government of Gen. Omar Al Bashir has 
vowed to put an end to armed robbery in Darfur. Such incidences as well 
as tribal conflict have plagued the province. Last month a similar court 
passed the same sentence on four people involved in an armed robbery. 

The sentences have to be endorsed by Gen. Bashir. 
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Moscow conference breaks Into working groups 


Palestinians say U.S. position ‘imposed’ ; 
Jordan participates in 5 working groups 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
United States and Russia, trying 
to bridge a rift at the Moscow 
Middle East peace talks, urged 
Israelis Wednesday to accept par- 
ticipation by Palestinians from 
outside the occupied lands. 

But Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy said Israel was still 
insisting that only Palestinians 
from the occupied territories 
could take part. Palestinians ten- 
tatively welcomed the proposal 
but gave no -final answer. 

It was a softening of the formu- 
la worked out for two previous 
Middle East peace conferences in 
Madrid and Washington, in 
which participants accepted 
Israel’s demand for exclusion of 
Palestinians from the diaspora or 
East Jerusalem. 

The Moscow round was for- 
mally a multilateral session that 
concentrated on regional issues of 
environment, arms control, eco- 
nomic cooperation and refugees. 
An eight-member Palestinian de- 
legation arrived but never set foot 
inside the ball because it con- 
tained members rejected by 
Israel. 

The United States as late as 
Wednesday morning said it was 
supporting Israel's position. But 
after meeting in the evening with 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, Palestinians said the U.S. 
position had “changed and im- 
proved.” 

“They say Palestinian parti- 
cipation from tbe diaspora — but 
not Jerusalem — is necessar y at 
least in the two working groups of 
refugees and. economic coopera- 
tion,” said Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi. 

Dr. Ashrawi said that the 
Palestinian delegation bad sub- 
mitted a memorandum to the 
co-sponsors demanding full 
Palestinian participation in the 
workirfg groups. 

Dr. Ashrawi said her delega- 
tion had also proposed the crea- 
tion of two more committees, one 
on Jerusalem and the other on 
human rights. 

“... We remain committed. We 
came here in good faith, we stay 
here in good faith. And following 
yesterday's positive development 
and the statements from both 
Secretary Baker and Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev on 
changing the Madrid formula, we 
immediately sent an official 


memorandum to the sponsors in 
which we declared our serious 
intentions, our foil commitment 
to the process and our request to 
participate in the working groups. 

■ ‘We expressed our interest to 
participate in the working groups 
on water, on arms control, on 
environment, on economic de- 
velopment and on the newly- 
formed refugee working group, 
and we proposed the formation of 
two new working groups, one on 
Jerusalem, as an issue that has 
multi-lateral and multi-national 
significance, and we also prop- 
osal the formation of a working 
group on human rights because 
we feel in the course of emerging 
reality the end of the 20 th century 
human rights is a value on the 
basis of which serious decisions 
are taken: political and economic 
decisions. 

Dr. Ashrawi added: “We re- 
main committed to the success of 
the peace process. We also main- 
tain that for the multilaterals to 
succeed, effective and compre- 
hensive Palestinian participation 
has to be ensured. But basically 
there has to be serious progress 
on the biiaterals. We have again 
to release the bilaterals from 
Israeli attempts from preventing 
any progress, since the political 
agreement is that which is going 
to lay the foundation for the 
progress and prosperty of the 
whole region, we have to ensure 
that an equitable and just politic- 
al agreement is arrived at and 
that no efforts are going to be 
exerted in order to derail or 
procrastinate or prevent progress 
in the bflaterals.” 

Jordan on five groups 

Jordan participated in the work 
of five working groups, according 
to Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber. 

He said in a statement carried 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that Jordan was repre- 
sented at the working groups on 
arms control, economic develop- 
ment, water sharing, environ- 
ment and refugees. He said Jor- 
dan is also member in the confer- 
ence’s steering committee. 

These working groups also 
group several countries including 
tire conference’s co-sponsors, the 
U.S. and Russia, but other states 
wens welcome to join m, the 


Democrats blast president 

Bush starts election 
campaign with State 

of Union address 


Special from W a sh in g ton 

AS EXPECTED, President 
George Bush’s State of the 
Union address to Congress 
Tuesday night was very much 
an election speech. To the ex- 
tent that it was a response to 
Americans’ complaints about 
the state of the union. Bush's 
speech may help smooth the 
way for his campaign for 
reelection in November. . 

MEWS ANALYSIS 

Bush* hour-long speech out- 
lined a fairly detailed domestic 
agenda which might help coun- 
ter criticism of the president 
for not having a plan on the* 
domestic front. But in contrast 
to last year’s State of tbe Un- 
ion address, which followed a 
military victory against Iraq, 
the president's speech touched' 
very briefly on tbe Middle 
Easat to point out that Amer- 
ica’s policies in that region 
were -vindicated. The U.S.’s 
- "prudent use of power” had 
liberated Kuwait, freed Amer- 
ican hostages mid had brought 
Arabs and Israelis together to 
“talk seriously and compre- 
hensively about peace.” 

. In addition to taking credit' 
for the above developments* 


President Bush said the cold 
war did not merely end but “it 
was won’’ by the U.S. Tbe 
president called for additional 
cuts in military spending which 
were started two years ago in 
response to changes in the new 
era of decreased threats from 
the Soviet Union. He 
announced a plan to rid the 
world of land — based 
multiple-warhead nuclear mis- 
siles. His plan would eltmmate 
all Peace — keeper missies, 
remove multiple warheads 
from the Minuteman, reduce 
by one-third the number of 
D-S multiple warhead missiles 
in Trident submarines, cancel 
the Midgetman missiles, halt 
purchases of advanced cruise 
missiles this year and stop pro- 
duction of the B-2 once 20 
planes are built. The reduction 
will save an additional ISO bil- 
lion over the next five years, he 
said. But tbe president warned 
that be would cut “no deeper" 
because to cut more “would be 
ignorant of history.” 

Although little of what came 
in the speech was new — offi- 
cials revealed some of his plans 
much before the speech — the 
president's address is likely to 
help him overcome die image 

(Continued on page S) 


minister said. 

He said that during Wednes- 
day’s meeting the working groups 
concentrated their attention on 
the agenda and the place and 
time frameworks for future meet- 
ings. 

Dr. Abu Jaber Wednesday met 
with Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev. The two minis- 
ters discussed scopes of coopera- 
tion between Jordan and Russia 
and the peace process, with spe- 
cial emphasis on Palestinian rep- 
resentation in the multilateral 
talks. 

“The meeting focused on the 
issue of Palestinian representa- 
tion,” Dr. Abu Jaber said follow- 
ing the meeting. “We asked 
Minister Kozyrev to respond to 
demands by the Palestinian 
brothers on the need for them to 
participate in the coming stage of 
the multilateral negotiations, par- 
ticularly the diaspora Palesti- 
nians,” he added. 

Dr. Abu Jaber met also with 
Chinese deputy foreign minister 
.who beaded his country's delega- 
tion to the multilaterals. Discus- 
sion at the meeting centred on 
ways of enhancing Jordanian- 
Chinese relations. 

Dr. Abu Jaber also met former 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

* Russian Vladimir Petrovsky, a 
member of the Russian delega- 
tion, said in a statement released 
at a separate news conference, 
that ‘it is "quite possible (to 
change) the currently accepted 
Madrid formula, but only when 
separate negotiating teams start 
working on separate regional 
issues, including the problem of 
refugees.” 

Earlier, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa met separ- 
ately with Palestinians and other 
Arab delegates and then told 
reporters that Egyptians “have 
reason to believe the Palestinians 
will attend future meetings of the 
multilateral talks, since the co- 
sponsors have announced this 
problem has been resolved.” 

However, Mr. Levy told repor- 
ters at another briefing that 
Israelis “stand by what was 
agreed and we won’t deviate from 
it ... The moment you deviate, 
it’s an erosion and a precedent.” 

The shift in positions was the 
biggest development from the 
talks thar already had produced 


an agreement between Israeli and 
Arab negotiators to hold a series 
of committee meetings this spring 
in cities around the world. 

After an opening session on 
Tuesday, negotiators met on 
Wednesday in what they de- 
scribed as businesslike, rhetoric- 
free meetings of working groups 
on the regional issues that were 
intended to engender more trust 
among the countries. 

Hie talks formally ended at 
4:45 p.m. (1345 GMT), after a 
final plenary session, a member 
of the Egyptian delegation said. 

Delegates said they agreed to 
meet again around the end of 
April or beginning May, after the 
Jewish Passover and Muslim 
Ramadan holidays, and deter- 
mine the final dates for future 
talks. 

They said the programme 
approved by a steering committee 
— which had collected reports 
from individual groups — calls 
for a meeting on refugees in 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan said 
Wednesday its decision to par- 
ticipate in the multilateral talks 
despite the-absence-of Palesti- 
nians, Syria and Lebanon is 
another manifestation of its 
commitment to efforts to bring 
just and comprehensive peace 
to the region. 

“Our commitment to a com- 
prehensive and just peace 
based on principles of interna- 
tional legitimacy is firm,” 
Labour and acting Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
told the Jordan Times. 

Commenting on a statement 
issued Tuesday by Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Farouq Sharaa, in 
which be indirectly criticised 
Jordan’s participation in tbe 
multilateral talks, Mr. Kabariti 
said: "The departure of Jor- 
dan’s stand from that of Syria 
truly does not constitute a 
point that could be interpreted 
as a contradiction in policies 
between the two countries." 

“If one looks at matters with 


Canada; on economic coopera- 
tion in Belgium; and on arms 
control in the United States. 

It was also decided that Japan 
will send a fact-finding mission to 
the Middle East to explore en- 
vironmental problems. They also 
will decide where to meet in rhe 
future, despite an earlier report 
that it would be held in Japan. 

According to the delegates, 
many other countries have ex- 
pressed their interest in hosting 
future meetings. Parties to the 
talks also supported a U.N. in- 
volvement at the future stages of 
negotiations. 

Yehoyada Haim, Israel's chief 
delegate to the refugees commit- 
tee, said the European Commun- 
ity representative called for the 
inclusion of the United Nations as 
well as Palestinians who do not 
live under Israeli occupation. 

Mr. Baker has acknowledged 
there is merit in including 

(Continued on page 5) 


good intentions, then I believe 
we are one team and that 
differences among any team is 
a healthy matter.” he added. 

Mr. Sharaa, addressing a Sy- 
rian cabinet meeting Tuesday, 
had contended that the abs- 
ence of Syria. Lebanon and 
Palestinians from the multi- 
lateral talks would reduce the 
Arab losses. 

A Syrian official quoted Mr. 
Sharaa as telling the cabinet 
that the Moscow talks would 
harm Arabs and only benefit 
Israel. He was also quoted as 
noting that only one Arab 
country was enthusiastic about 
the Moscow talks. He did not 
name the country, but reports 
quoted diplomats as saying 
that he meant Jordan. 

Mr. Kabariti said that coor- 
dination on Middle East peace 
talks was still possible in spite' 
of differences. “If coordination 
were to take place, despite 
differences, then it is possible 
that this coordination would 
benefit the Arab negotiator," 
Mr. Kabariti said. 


Kabariti: Jordan committed 
to just, comprehensive peace 


Israeli elections likely on June 23 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir agreed 
in principle with tbe opposition 
Labour Party on Wednesday to 
hold a general election on June 
23. 

A leader of Mr. Shamir’s ruling 
Likud Party said the date was 
fixed although a Labour Party 
spokesman said the agreement 
would have to be approved by 
Labour leaders on Thursday. 

An election is due by Nov. 3 
but Mr. Shamir has been seeking 
an earlier date since losing bis 
majority in parliament last week. 
Two far right-wing parties quit his 
coalition in (notest at autonomy 
plans for Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

Mr. Shamir, anxious to receive 
U.S. aid, has vowed to pursue 
U.S.-backed Middle East peace 


efforts despite an election. 

“It was agreed on 23 June,” 
Sarah Doron, head of the Likud 
parliamentary faction told Reu- 
ters. 

“The Labour Party asked to 
.approve it tomorrow but I would 
say almost certainly there is 
agreement,” she said. 

Labour failed on Monday to 
topple Mr. Shamir's 59-61 minor- 
ity government with a barrage of 
no-confidence motions in the 
Knesset when the coalition’s 
right-wing defectors abstained. 

Mr. Shamir needs a majority to 
pass a bill dissolving the 120 -seat 
house. The last election was in 
1988. 

The election agreement coin- 
cided with the fourth round of 
Middle East peace .talks, this time 
in Moscow. 


Some government ministers 
say an early election could benefit 
the right-wing Likud Party. 

Public opinion polls this month 
have generally given Likud and 
small far-right parties a slight 
edge over Labour and its left- 
wing allies. Orthodox and ultra- 
orthodox religious parties which 
now support Mr. Shamir bold the 
balance of power in parliament. 

Opinion pollsters expect Mr. 
Shamir to remain in power by 
patching together a coalition with 
the same nationalist and religious 
parties as before. 

Labour, which backs Washing- 
ton’s preference for a freeze on 
new Jewish settlement in occu- 
pied Arab land, is dogged by 
fighting between its two giants — 
leader Shimon Peres and challen- 
ger Yitzhak Rabin. 


India establishes full relations with Israel 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — In- 
dia announced Wednesday it is 
establishing full relations with 
Israel, reversing a 40-year policy 
of diplomatic exclusion for the 
Jewish state. 

An announcement by Foreign 
Secretary J.N*. Dixit said the up- 
grading of relations was effective 
immediately. 

After Israel instituted diploma- 
tic ties with China on Saturday, 
India had been tbe largest arid 
most powerful country still with- 
holding foil relations. 

Tbe move had been an issue of 
heated debate for several 
months, as India hoped for a seat 
at the Middle East peace confer- 
ence but Israel insisted on first 
establishing full ties. 


The multilateral phase of the 
conference opened in Moscow on 
Tuesday without India to discuss 
practical problems, such as water 
sharing and the environment. 

Until now, India linked rela- 
tions with Israel to a solution of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
Israel’s withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab territory. 

Tbe announcement was made 
hours before Prime Minister P. V. 
Narasimha Rao was to leave for 
the United States to attend a 
summit meeting of U.N. Security 
Council members. 

The U.S. government and its 
embassy m New Delhi had been 
lobbying hard for India to estab- 
lish ties with Israel. 

The decision was conveyed a 
week ago to Israeli consul Giora 


Becher. Mr. Becher was sum- 
moned to a meeting with Mr. 
Dixit as Yasser Arafat, chairman 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation, was concluding a visit to 
New Delhi, sources said. 

Mr. Arafat apparently had 
been informed of the decision. At 
a news conference Dec. 21, he 
said: “recognition is an act of 
sovereignty in which I cannot 
intervene. I respect any choice of 
the Indian government.” 

Mr. Dixit said the embassies 
would be opened “as soon as 
physically feasible.” 

He said India’s decision had 
been sent to Tel Aviv and Mos- 
cow, where Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy is attending Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 



His Mqjesty King Hussein Wednesday confers with Forces chief Field Marshal Fathi Abu Talcb during 
Prime Minister Sherif Zeid Ben Shaker and Armed the King’s visit lo tbe Armed Forces headquarters 

King undergoes minor 
surgery on right leg 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday successfully 
underwent a minor surgery 
on his right leg at the King 
Hussein Medical Centre. 

Dr. Samir Farraj, His 
Majesty’s private doctor, 
said a small lump, on the 
back of the knee, that 
turned out to be a benign 
ligament, was successfully 
operated on. King Hus- 
sein's condition was de- 
scribed as excellent by the 
doctor who said that a 
speedy recovery was ex- 
pected. 

However, the King has to 


stay for two or three days in 
hospital for recuperation, 
the doctor added. 

The Royal Court, which 
had issued a statement early 
Wednesday, said they “pray 
to God to protect His 
Majesty the King and grant 
him health and guide his 
steps as a father, brother 
and leader of all the people 
of Jordan.” 

The King, who was con- 
scious during the proce- 
dure. thanked the Jorda- 
nian people for their con- 
cern. 

The Jordan Times wishes 
His Majesty speedy recov- 


ery and good health. 

Earlier Wednesday, the 
King called at the Jordan 
Armed Forces general 
headquarters and met with 
Field Marshal Fathi Abu 
Taleb. chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker attended the meet- 
ing, during which matters of 
concern to the Jordanian 
Armed Forces were discus- 
sed. 

King Hussein was accom- 
panied on the visit by His 
Royal Highness Prince Tal- 
al Ben Mohammad, his 
military secretary. I 


Amnesty accuses Israel of torturing 

Palestinians; U.S. urges U.N. body 
to take it easy on occupying power 


GENEVA (R) — Hie United 
States on Wednesday urged a 
meeting of the United Nations 
Human Rights Commission to 
refrain from passing resolutions 
condemning Israel that could 
undermine current Middle East 
peace talks. 

Kenneth Blackwell, head of 
the U.S. team, made the call as 
the 53-nation commission de- 
bated for the 25th successive year 
human rights violations in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

He urged delegates not to use 
the debate as a propaganda 
forum. “This year above all 
others, let’s give peace a chance.” 

He said the United States was 
concerned about a number of 
Israeli practices in the occupied 
territories, including excessive 
use of force and deportations as 
well as by violence against Israelis 
and inside the Palestinian com- 
munity. 

“Violence will not bring 
achievement of Palestinian rights. 
Rather, it continues to be coun- 
terproductive and a threat to the 


peace process, especially now 
with the parties committed to 
negotiation,” he said. 

Mr. Blackwell also condemned 
continued Israeli settlement in 
the territories as “another obsta- 
cle to peace.” 

But he said: "There is no point 
in a sterile debate on the legality 
of the settlements. 

“Resolutions urging Interna- 
tional Court of Justice considera- 
tion of this issue not only miss the 
point — which is that this is an 
issue that can only be resolved as 
part of a comprehensive settle- 
ment — but are a distraction that 
could underline the peace pro- 
cess." 

The commission has repeatedly 
condemned Israel for its treat- 
ment of Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, which it 
occupies since 1967. 

Introducing the debate, U.N. 
Human Rights chief Jan Marten- 
son said there had been a de- 
terioration in the human rights 
situation in the occupied territor- 
ies since the Palestinian uprising 
began four years ago. 


Palestinian observer Taissir A1 
Adjouri said Israel had not put a 
stop to any of the human rights 
violations recorded by the United 
Nations and said it had even 
stepped up its “arbitrary prac- 
tices” since the Gulf war. 

The London-based human 
rights group Amnesty Interna- 
tional told the commission Israeli 
authorities in the .occupied terri- 
tories systematically used inter- 
rogation practices 'Which clearly 
amount to torture or ill- 
treatment.” 

It said the methods included 
beatings all over the body, often 
concentrating on sensitive areas 
such as the genitals, sleep and 
food deprivation and confine- 
ment in small, dark cells known 
as “closets.” 

It said the ill-treatment was 
encouraged by the shortcomings 
of the Israeli justice system in the 
territories, where “detainees” ac- 
cess to judges is routinely witheld 
for 18 days and access to to family 
and lawyers for much longer 
periods." 


Army, youth clash in Algiers; 
one dead, 7 injured, 27 arrested 


ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) — 
Clashes between police and 
stone-throwing crowds broke out 
Wednesday in a Muslim fun- 
damentalist stronghold. The state 
news agency said an elderly 
woman was (tilled and seven peo- 
ple injured. 

The agency, which gave no 
indication how casualties occur- 
red. said 23 people had been 
arrested. Police reported 27 
arrests and issued no statement 
about injuries. 

Witnesses said police had fired 
warning shots when crowds tried 
to prevent the arrest of two pro- 
fundamentalist clergymen. Riot- 
ing then broke out, they said. 

State radio said skirmishes be- 
tween police and youths con- 
tinued for several hours in the 
Badidjarah district in suburban 
Algiers. 

“The sound of shots being fired 
in the direction of the rioters is 


still being heard.” the radio said 
in mid-afternoon. 

Witnesses said the fighting 
erupted as police prepared to 
arrest two imams who support the 
Islamic Salvation Front. It was 
not dear if the arrests were car- 
ried out, but security forces sea- 
led off the neighbourhood. 

"Big reinforcements of riot 
police and civil police have ar- 
rived in the area and are keeping 
watch on the main road.” the 
radio said. It said groups of 1 
youths were throwing stones and 
chanting anti-police slogans. 

Witnesses said a mob of youths 
ransacked the district headquar- 
ters of the former ruling party, 
the National Liberation Front, 
and used looted furniture to build 
street barricades. 

The Salvation Front has been 
the target of a crackdown by the 
military-backed leadership that 


took power Jan. 11 and cancelled 
parliamentary elections that the 
fundamentalists were virtually 
assured of winning. 

On Tuesday, police arrested 
Rabah Kebir, the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front’s director of external 
relations. Mr. Kebir had signed 
Salvation Front rommuniquesfi; 
since the arcest six days earlier 
Abdul Kader Hachani, the movers* 
ment’s acting leader, for allegedly 
calling on soliders to desen. ^ 

Police confirmed Mr. Kebir’s 
arrest, but did not specify charges 
against him. 

Security forces have made 
numerous arrests since the high 
state committee came to power. 
Arrests have stepped up since 
Friday, the Muslim holy day, 
when soldiers and police were out 
in force to enforce laws against 
political activity in and around 
mosques. 











[i 

s 




a 






Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRjGPAY, JANUARY 



kistan shift irks Afghan 
radicals but Kabul is happy 
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ISLAMABAD (R) — Radical 
Afghan guerrillas voiced dis- 
approval of their host Pakistan on 
Tuesday for backing United Na- 
tions efforts to end the Afghan 
civil war, bur the Kabul govern- 
ment welcomed Islamabad's 
move as positive. 

The harshest reaction came 
from main hardline guerrilla lead- 
er Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, who 
called the U.N. plan for conven- 
ing an Afghan assembly of repre- 
sentatives of sides in the war a 
conspiracy to reimpose former 
King Zahir Shah. 

Mr. Hekmatyar is the most 
powerful of the hardline leaders 
based in Peshawar who have re- 
fused to accept peace plans that 
include a role for Kabul. 

"Those who want to impose a 
regime on us from outside would 
be declaring war against us for 
which we are fully prepared," 
Hekmatyar said in a speech to 
exiled Afghan traders near the 
northwestern Pakistani town of 
Peshawar. 

Pakistan announced on Mon- 
day its support for the U.N. 
initiative to organise an interim 
government as part of a settle- 
ment in Afghanistan and warned 
hardline guerrillas they could not 
hold the peace process hostage. 

U.N. sources in Islamabad said 
Pakistan's statement, made by 
State Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Mohammad Siddique Khan Kan- 
ju. was very important. 

But some radical guerrilla 
groups said they saw a shift in 
Islamabad's long-standing policy 


of support for them. They vowed 
to continue the 13-year-old war 
until they set up an Islamic gov- 
ernment in Kabul. 

Afghan Foreign Minister 
Abdul Wakil said in Kabul the 
Pakistani move was "a positive 
and realistic step forward towards 
normalisation of relations be- 
tween the two countries." 


The official Bakhtar news 
agency quoted him as saying in an 
interview that Kabul was ready to 
reciprocate. 

Mr. Hekmatyar. quoted by his 
Hezb-I-Islami party Afghan news 
agency, accused the United 
States of trying to impose a coali- 
tion government on Afghanistan, 
made up of what he called com- 
munists and Westernised 
Afghans, with Zahir at its head. 

He called the proposed Afghan 
assembly a “contrivance" of 
Washington and Moscow. But he 
said the plan would meet the 
same fate as that of a non-official 
Afghan peace conference that 
was due to have been held this 
week but was postponed- after 
rival groups could not agree on 
who should be there. 

Mr. Hekmatyar said he be- 
lieved those who did not attend 
the Bonn conference would also 
reject the U.N. proposed confer- 
ence. 

Ittehad-I-Islami guerrilla 
party leader Abdurrab Rasul 
Sayyaf called the U.N. peace plan 
an international conspiracy 
against Islam and said: “Our 
Jihad (Holy War) will continue 


until a pure Islamic government is 
brought in Afghanistan." 

After months of effort by 
Pakistan to weld the faction- 
ridden Mujahedeen guerrillas 
into a credible alternative to the 
government in Kabul. Mr. Kanju 
told a news conference in Islama- 
bad on Monday that the United 
Nations offered the only way 
forward. 


He called on guerrilla groups 
based in Pakistan to back U.N. 
plans for an Afghan assembly of 
representatives of all sides in the 
war. Pakistan would respect any 
decision taken on forming an 
interim government in Kabul, he 
said. 

Western diplomats in Islama- 
bad welcomed Pakistan’s state- 
ment but were unsure about an 
early end to fighting. 

“We must remember a 
directly-brokered peace settle- 
ment is only the beginning of the 
peace settlement." one diplomat 
said. 

Although Pakistan has pre- 
viously warned guerrillas they 
could be left behind if they did 
not join peace efforts, Mr. Kan- 
ju's statement was its clearest 
expression of support for U.N. 
plans for an assembly in Geneva 
or Ankara at the end of Febru- 
ary. 

Moderte leaders accept that if 
U.N. plans to end hostilities and 
hold elections are to work, they 
must talk to “good Muslims" 
from Kabul, but they fear being 
isolated. 


Kuwait defends 
human rights 
record 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait de- 
fended its h uman rights record on 
Wednesday, saying there - were no 
longer any abuses in the emirate. 

“I can say now there are no 
human rights abases ... we are a 
civilised country," Interior Minis- 
ter Sbiekh Ahmad Hamoud AJ 
Jaber A1 Sabah told the daily 
newspaper A1 Qabas- 

Sfaeikh Ahmad admitted there 
had been human rights violations 
after the emirate was liberated 
from seven months of Iraqi 
occupation last February. 

But he said the abuses bad 
stopped once the govern ment-i fl- 
exile returned and reasserted its 
control. Police violators had 
been punished and dismissed. 

International human rights 
officials say Kuwait’s prisons and 
detention centres are full follow- 
ing a crackdown on Arab nation- 
als perceived to be a security 
threat. The International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross is moni- 
toring developments and says no- 
one is deported against their will. 

Kuwait wants to make its 
600,000 nationals a majority in 
their own country and has set a 
Feb. 15 deadline for all non- 
Kuwaitis to begin processing resi- 
dence permits. 

Most of Kuwait's 400,000- 
strong Palestinian community 
left after losing government jobs 
because of perceived Palestinian 
sympathy for Iraq during the Gulf 
crisis. 

Diplomats say the emirate’s 
community of stateless Arabs, 
known as bedouns, has dwindled 
to about 100,000. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Japanese company bids for Suez Bridge 


ISMAILIA. Egypt (R) — Japan's Penta-Ocean Construction Co. 
has made a $130-million bid to build a bridge across Egypt's Suez 
Canal. Ismailia governor Ahmad Goweiii said on Wednesday. 
The bridge would replace one destroyed by Israel during the 1967 
Middle East war and would include railway tracks. 


Ethiopia could reinstate anti-Mengistu coup officers 


believed to be about a decade away in being able to build an 
atomic weapon. Experts say Iran already has several good 
scientists capable of manufacturing the bomb. They say its main 
impediment is lack of enriched fissionable material, the vital 
ingredient needed to start off the chain reaction which causes an 
atomic explosion. There have been unconfirmed reports that Iran 
has been trying to acquire enriched Uranium from France and a 
handful of third world countries that have nuclear plants capable 
of enriching Uranium to the necessary purity. 


ADDIS ABABA fR) — Ethiopian officers involved in a coup 
attempt against former dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam could be 
given their jobs back after investigation, the state-run Ethiopian 
News Agency (ENA) reported on Wednesday. Marxist Ruler 
Mengistu crushed the 1989 coup bid by senior army figures tired 
.of the country's long civil war. executing ringleaders and 
detaining about 180 military officers. A newspaper recently 
quoted a group of soldiers who said they had garotted 13 coup 
leaders in Mengjstu’s presence. Surviving officers were released 
after Mengistu's was ousted by rebels eight months ago and told 
to await further directives. ENA said. But the officers and their 
families, who petitioned government members this week, said 
they were no longer getting food rations. ENA said they were told 
they could go back to work “after investigations.'’ 


Man to face trial in siaying of former Iranian hostage 


VICTORVILLE. California (AP) — An ex-convict was ordered 
to stand trial in the slaying of an ex-marine who was one of the 52 
Americans held hostage in Iran. Anthony Maddox. 21, was 
charged with murder and robbery in the November shooting 
death of former Marine Sgt. John D. McKeel.Jr. Authorities said 
Maddox robbed a woman and chased her to McKeel's apartment, 
where he killed McKeel during a struggle. A month, earlier, 
Maddox was paroled from prison after serving two and a half 
years for armed robbery. Maddox was arrested in November. He 
was ordered to stand trial after a hearing Tuesday. McKeel, 38, 
was held hostage in Iran for 444 days from 1979 to 1981. 


Emirates Airlines to fund jet under Islamic lease Turkish owner becomes m forei 9 ner shot in Sweden 


DU3Ai (R) — Emirates Airlines, owned by the government of 
Dubai, has awarded a mandate to Al Rajhi Banking and 
Investment Corporation of Saudi Arabia to finance the leasing of 
an airbus A3 10-300 aircraft under Islamic rules. An Emirates 
statement gave no to details of the Islamic lease structure but said 
Al Rahji. Saudi Arabia's leading Islamic Bank, was active in 
aircraft leasing worldwide. This would be Al Rahji's first deal in 
the Gulf, it added. Emirates Airlines currently operates seven 
Airbus passenger planes and will take delivery of a four more 
aircraft from die European makers this year. 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A gunman shot and wounded the Turkish 
owner of a snack bar in Stockholm on Tuesday in the fifth attack 
this month against foreigners living in Sweden. Police said the 
30-year-old Turk was seriously ill in hospital after the shooting 
similar gun attacks this month. Swedish federal police chief Bjorn 
Eriksson expressed alarm about the wave of attacks but said 
police had no firm leads so far on the assailants. The media says 
police are investigating right-wing extremist groups. 


Official denies Foreign Office knew about Iraq’s supergun 


Iran denies it is recruiting nuclear scientists 


NICOSIA. Cyprus (AP) — The Iranian foreign ministry on 
Wednesday denied reports alleging Tehran was recruiting scien- 
tists from the former Sovier Union for a covert nuclear weapons 
programme Tehran Radio reported. The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted an unidentified foreign ministry spokesman as 
saying the reports were “totally baseless." London's Sunday 
Times newspaper said in its last issue that Iran was offering 
S360.000 to “some of the top brains in the former Soviet Union" 
to develop an alleged nuclear arms programme. Earlier reports in 
other newspapers have alleged that the Iranians had actually 
bought nuclear bombs from the newly independent republics and 
arranged for them to be shipped to Iran. Iran already has denied 
those reports. The foreign ministry spokesman said allegations 
about recruiting scientists were engineered by Israel to justify 
buildup of its own nuclear stockpile. The spokesman stressed that 
Iran was a signatory to the non-proliferation treaty, and that it 
was “also one of the most active nonaligned countries concerning 
the ban and proliferation of weapons of mass destruction." The 
Iranians have only two nuclear power plants. One is a small 
research reactor bought from the United States before the 
revolution, and installed at Tehran University. The other was 
another research reactor recently bought from China. Iran is 


LONDON (AP) — A senior official denied Tuesday that the 
Foreign Office -knew about Iraq's attempt to build a huge cannon 
capable of firing shells as far as Israel with British-made parts. 
John Goulden. assistant under secretary at the Foreign Office, 
told the House of Commons Trade and Industry Select Commit- 
tee it did not hear about the project to build the giant gun until 
November 1989. The gun was to have been several hundred 
metres long, with a barrel diameter of 99 centimetre. After the 
Gulf war, U.N. inspectors destroyed a smaller, working supergun 
that was 52 metres long and had a barrel 50 centimetres across. 
Legislator Doug Hoyle noted that evidence given to the commit- 
tee previously indicates British intelligence services knew about 
the Iraqi project all along. Mr. Goulden said the Foreign Office 
did not have firm evidence to link two British manufacturers to 
the project until March 1990. The former managing director of 
one of the companies, Walter Somers, said last week it had no 
export license for its 10-metre long steel tubes, but he said he 
believed the government had approved the sale. Walter Somers 
and Shefield Forgemasters made sections of the gun that were 
found by customs officials at Teesport in Northeast England in 
April 1990. Goulden said the orders for steel pipes were never 
referred to a government committee on export licenses for Iraq. 
The committee included members from the Foreign Office, 
Ministry of Defence and Department of Trade and Industry. 


J 


Baker runs risk in dispute with Palestinians 

Right and left in Israel say 
Moscow talks are useless 


f *!: 


MOSCOW (AP) — U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Janies Baker is lock- 
ed hi a dispute with Palestinian 
Arabs that threatens to jeopardise 
the Middle East peace conference 
Baker arranged so painstakingly. 

The Palestinians have rejected 
what appear to be his final terms 
for participating in the two-day 
discussion of regional problems. 

The Palestinians boycotted the 
first day of talks Tuesday because 
members of their delegation we- 
ren't allowed in. Israel is thre- 
atening to walk out if those 
Palestinians — residents of East 
Jerusalem or Palestinians from 
outside Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies — are permitted to take part. 

“If these people that we’re 
opposed to will come, they will 
negotiate with themselves," 
Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy said Tuesday. 

Hanan Ashrawi, the West 
Bank literature professor who is 
spokeswoman for the Palesti- 
nians, said the Palestinians would 
never agree to a “truncated” 
delegation and that their “princi- 
ples and dignity” were at stake. 

Mr. Baker said the Palestinians 
were making a mistake and mis- 
sing an opportunity. He offered a 
compromise, saying he would 
support the participation of 
Palestinians from the diaspora in 
any regional talks that followed 
the Moscow meeting, though not 
in the direct negotiations with 
Israel that are expected to resume 
next month. 

The rules, Mr. Baker said in a 
statement to the conference, 
“should not be changed at the last 
minute if this entire process is to 
continue to have credibility with 
all of us." 

The result is thar some 24 
nations are preparing to discuss 
the problems of Palestinian re- 
fugee camps at a meeting where 
no Palestinians are present. 

They are examining another 
major conference topic, weapons 
proliferation, without Syria, 
whose acquisition of modem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The Israeli left and 
right-wing were in rare consen- 
sus Tuesday — the multilateral 
round of Mideast peace talks in 
Moscow are “meaningless.'' 

The leftists said Israel should 
be rf yanssing issues of subst- 
ance — namely a resolution 
with the Palestinians — instead 
of wasting time on ceremony. 

Extreme right-wing lawmak- 
ers said the multilateral talks 
would lead nowhere, since the 
only issues to be discussed are 
in the bilateral talks. 

Yossi Sand, a left-wing law- 
maker, told Israeli Television 
that to advance the peace pro- 
cess Israel must “propose a 
serious autonomy plan, adopt 
the principle of land for peace, 
and stop settlement activity." 

“As long as these things are 
not carried out, the talk is 
empty," he told the television. 

The two-day talks which 
opened Tuesday in Moscow 
are to focus on issues of region- 
al cooperation such as arms 
control, water, the environ- - 
ment, and the problem of 
Palestinian refugees. 

Syria and Lebanon com- 
pletely boycotted the talks, on 
the grounds that progress 
would first need to be made on 
bilateral issues, in particular 
the resolution of territorial dis- 
putes, before regional coop- 
eration is possible. 

Israel and the Arab states 
have yet to attain any tangible 
results from the bilateral peace 
talks which began in Madrid 


and continued in Washington. 

Israel had introduced a 
proposal to grant self-rule or 
autonomy for five years to the 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories as an interim peace 
settlement. 

But the left-wing is skeptical 
that the peace process can con- 
tinue since Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir has lost his major- 
ity in parliament and early 
elections are almost certain in 
Israel. 

Getda Cohen, a parliament 
member from the ultra- 
nationalist TeJriya Party which 
bolted Shamir’s government to 
■ protest the peace process, said 
the Moscow talks were “a 
joke.” 

-Ms. Cohen told Israel Tele- 
vision that no progress would 
be made at the multilateral 
talks since the real issue of 
Arab-Israeli peace was on the 
bilateral level, where no prog- 
ress would be made. 

“Nothing can be advanced 
there without progress in the 
bilateral talks,” she said. “Any 
other talk is meaningless." 

Bmyamm Ben-Eliezer of the 
opposition Labour Party said 
“the government needs to 
focus only on one thing — an 
agreement for a transition 
period with the Palestinians.” 

He said on Israel Television 
that there was no need for 
Israel and the Palestinians to 
travel all die way to Moscow to 
negotiate. “An agreement that 
can be readied here in Jeru- 
salem within sax months.” 


Baker’s aides had to eomfon 
themselves Tuesday night with 
the presence of It other Arab 
delegations, including Sa udj Ara- 
bia. Two other, Algeria and Ye- 
men, boycotted m sohdxray with 
the Palestinians. 
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arms from the Soviet Union and 
North Korea is a major factor in 
the balance. 

President Hafez Assad decided 
months ago not to attend. His 


reasoning was that discussions of 
regional problems should be held 
only after bilateral Arab-Israeli 
talks have begun to bear fruit. 
Lebanon followed Syria's lead. 


VS. officials say Arab and 
Israeli d e l e gates remain commit- 
ted to the peace process in gener- 
al. but acknowledged little could 
be accomplished in Moscow other/* 
that an exchange of information 
on environmental and other re- 
gional problems. 

For weeks, the P a lest in ia n s had 
neither accepted nor rejected the 
in vitiation to the Moscow alia, 
tendered by the co-sponsors, the 
United States and Russia. 

They accepted Monday, only 
to reveal a few hours later — with 
Mr. Baker settled for the night in 
his hotel suite — that their de- 
legation would include residents 
of East Jerusalem ami from out- 
side the territories. 

The eight Palestinian delegates 
who turned up in Moscow in- 
cluded three from the West 
Bank, two from Jerusalem and 
three from “the diaspora," as the 
Palestinians refer to the scatter- 
ing of their people around the 
world. w 

The rules of the conference 
limit the Palestinians to residents 
of the Israeli-held West Bank and 
Gaza. Suddenly, the work of die 
two-day meeting was in jeopardy. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev said Tuesday he 
called Faisal Husseini. the head 
of the Palestinian delegation and 
that “Jim Baker also took the 
telephone.” 

The Palestinians would not 
budge. 

A senior U.S. official, sear- 
ching for an explanation, said 
Tuesday be believed the Palesti- 
nians were under pressure to win 
concessions from the conference 
from their main constituency. ^ 
Palestinians of the occupied terri- 
tories. 


Somalia ready 
for cease-fire 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Both tribal warlords battling for 
control of Somalia's capital have 
indicated they are ready to end 
the urban fighting that has 
claimed thousands of lives in the 
past two and a half months, U.N. 
officials said Tuesday. 

■President Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad's Interim government gave 
the United Nations assurances. 
■Monday that it would acoepra’ 
Security Council resolution call- 
ing for a ceasefire, the U.N. 
announced. 

Gen. Mohammad Farrah 
Aidid, the United Somali Con- 
gress leader who is battling the 
interim government, said in a 
speech Sunday that he also “was 
prepared" to accept a ceasefire, 
U.N. Undersecretary-Genera! 
James Johah said. 

However, Gen. Aidid said that 
any new transitional government 
should not include Ali Mahdi's 
faction. This is contrary to the 
Security Council resolution 
adopted Thursday, Mr. Jonah 
noted. 

Mr. Jonah said U.N. officials in 
Mogadishu, the Somali capital, 
had received copies of Gen. 
Aidid 's speech. 

The Security Council resolu- 
tion calls for all parties “to prom- 
ote the process of a political 
settlement in Somalia." 

The resolution imposed an 
arms embargo on against com- 
batants in the Somali civil war 
and urged all warring factions to 
agree to an immediate ceasefire. 
Gen. Aidid was the key holdout 
resisting a settlement — Ali 
Mahdi's interim government had 
already called for a U.N.- 
enforced ceasefire. 

Mr. Jonah said the text of the 
Security Council resolution is 
being delivered to Gen. Aidid 
and other Somali political lead- 
ers. He said the United Nations is 
awaiting an official written agree- 
ment to the resolution's terms. 


Iran warns Turkey of the 
‘wrath of Muslims’ 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran warned 
Turkey on Wednesday of the 
“wrath of Muslims” after Turkish 
Television showed a film which 
Tehran says insults the? late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

“This is at odds with good 
neigh bo miin ess and common in- 
terests of the two countries ...," 
Tehran Radio quoted parliamen- 
tary speaker Mehcti Karrabi as 
saying. 

Mr. Karrubi warned Turkish 
leaders to “watch their actions 
and the wrath of Muslims, even 
inside Turkey," it added. 

His remarks seemed certain to 
raise tension between the two 
Muslim neighbours which have 
generally maintained good rela- 
tions despite their different sys- 
tems of government. 

The Iranian foreign ministry 
summoned the Turkish ambassa- 


dor to deliver an official protest. 

Tehran newspapers denounced 
Turkey and demanded an apolo- 
gy over the film screened on 
Saturday. 

Resalat newspaper said Tehran 
should cancel Turkish President 
Turgut Ozal’s visit next month if 
Ankara did not apologise. 

“In this film the worst insults 
are made against the late leader 
of the Islamic revolution Imam 
Khomeini," Jomhuri Eslami 
newspaper said. 

The film was produced in the 
United States and starred Iranian 
actors who went into exile after 
Iran’s 1979 Islamic revolution, 
according to the Iranian News 
Agency IRNA. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ferhat Ataman said L; Ankara 
that Turkey was kx>kh.g into 


Iran's objections to the screening 
by its state television of the film, 
which is entitled “Threat.” 
“Iran has expressed its objec- 
tions and regrets to our envoy in 
Tehran. We are looking into it." 
Ataman said. 


-A television official, comment- 
ing on the film, told Reuters: 

“It is an action-adventure 
movie and was earlier inspected 
for objectionable parts.” j 

A Turkish foreign ministry 
source said Iran's Foreign Minis- ju : 
ter Ali Akbar Velayati would 
attend a Feb. 5-6 ministerial 
meeting of the Economic Coop- 
eration Organisation (ECO) in 
Ankara. 

The meeting will prepare for 
summit talks to be held in Tehran 
on Feb. 16 by ECO members 
Turkey, Iran and Pakistan. 


Up to 40 new Jewish settlements planned 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Jewish settlers opposed 
to Palestinian self-rule said on 
Wednesday they have drawn 
up plans for about 40 new 
settlements in the Israeli occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The settlers said they feared 
Israel could give in to pressure 
from its guardian ally, the Un- 
ited States, to curb settlements 
in exchange for a much-needed 
S10 billion in U.S. loan guaran- 
tees. 


“The way that autonomy is 
put forward today, ft is an 
interim step to establishment 
of a Palestinian state so we are 
against autonomy,” said Bob 
Lang, an American-born 
spokesman for the Settlers’ 
Central Council. 

Washington considers settle- 


ments an obstacle to Middle 
East peace. A settlement 
freeze is demanded by Arab 
states and Palestinians taking 
part in unprecedented negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

Mr. Lang said most of the 
planned 40 settlements already 
had government approval in 
principle but further approval 
was needed for b uilding to 
start. 

About 100,000 settlers live 
in guarded enclaves among the 
1.75 million Palestinians of the 
territories Israel captured in 
1967. 

Military sources said on 
Wednesday the army planned 
to give the settlers greater 
policing powers to combat 
attacks by Pales tinians . 

Under new army regula- 
tions, settler reservists will be 
cm call to aid the army in event 


of an attack. 

Military sources said they 
will be allowed to set up roadb- 
locks, fire flares and guard 
settlements. They did not rale 
out allowing the settlers a more 
active role in search and arrest 
operations. 

“We are aware of the sensi- 
tivity of this- But we want to 
react as quickly as possible. It’s 
natural if they live there," one 
source told Reuters. 

In the past, settlers have 
been restricted to civil guard , 
duty within their enclaves. 

Palestinians opposed to Mid- 
dle East peace talks have shot 
dead three settlers and an 
Israeli in ambushes since last 
October. 

Small groups of armed vigi- 
lantes have staged retribution 
raids on Arab towns and vil- 
lages after attacks. 
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gjgf* 3 — 250 / 200 


650/550 


77irs information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mformatioo depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha IntcrnatioaaJ 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where it 

Oft 15 
0740 

IfcSS 

11:30 

- - Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

Lemon 

Marrow (b«c) 

Marrow (snmti) , 



shook! always be verified 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Plkdita 
(TnrmtaM 1) 

12:10 

1230 

19*5 


Oranges 

' **PPcrn»t) 

Pepper (sweet) 

21:00 

21*6 


Potato 

Radfah 

8:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

9:15 Riyadh (RJ) 

21*0 

21-J0 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

|«c 

Spinach 

fc30 - - Aqaba (RJ) 

22*0 

Kuala Lampur, Singapore (RJ) 

Tomato 

"I "V* 


300/290 

500/400 


1000/800. 


300/290 
-r 140/90 
600/900 


#:■ 






U2> 
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Sharif 
Zeid 
calls for 
financial 
restraint 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
-Wednesday issued a circular to all 
government institutions calling 
on them to abide by given regula- 
tions concerning the implementa- 
tion of various parts of the 1992. 
fiscal budget. 

Hie statement said that all in- 
stitutions should, abide by the 
provisions of the budget law 
which was approved by Parlia- 
ment, especially in matters re- 
lated to finance. The prime minis- 
ter said institutions should coor- 
dinate their work concerning ex- 
penditures with the Budget De- 
partment and should not exceed 
the allocations stated in the 
budget- He especially called for 
restraint for spending on electric- 
ity, water and fuel. 

According to the communique, 
each department must submit a 
statement on its monthly fi nancial 
situation. 



HEALTHY GRADUATES — Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday 
a tt end e d a ceremony for the graduation of 141 male and female 
nurses and nddwives and distributed diplomas to the graduates 
who co m p tefe d the three year training coorm. The graduates were 
from the Rafideh Islamic N rasing College in Yqjau near Zarqa 

and Nuseibeh Al Mazemefa Nursing College in Irbfd, founded in 
1953 and 1984 respectively. Addressing the graduation ceremony 
held at the Al Hussein Youth City, Health Minister Aref Al 
Bafn in ri i voiced the country's appreciation to the Queen for her 
conthmed efforts in sponsoring the Health Ministry's act iviti es and 
for giving due concern to the process of recruiting and training 
nurses and uridwives. The Ministry of Health has set up five 
nursing college to educate qualified nurses for the health centres 
and hospi t als hi the private as wefl as the public sectors, said Dr. 
D ataweb . Other speakers at the ceremony underfilled the import- 
ance of the nursing profession to help the country attain the goal of 
h e al t h for afl by the year 2000. 


Government offices 
to close for holiday 


AMMAN (Petra) — On the occa- 
sion of Al Israa Wal MTraj 
anniversary, the Ministry of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs will hold a 
major celebration today at Al 
Husseini Mosque in downtown 
Amman following Al Asr 
prayers. 

Tbe celebrations will indnde 
addresses and religious sermons 
to be delivered by Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Minister Izzcddin 
Al Khatib Al Tamimi, Minister of 
State for Parliament Affairs Atef 
Al Butoush, the Jordanian 
Armed Forces Mufti Noah Sal- 
man and Secretary General of the 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Minis- 
try Ahmad Hlayel. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker has ordered the closure of 
ministries and government and 
public departments on Saturday 
in observance of the occasion. 

Sheikh Tamimi said in an inter- 
view with the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, that this occasion re- 
minds the Arabs' and Musfims of' 
a unique event in the history of 
Islam. "This great event has 
emphasised the Arab and Islamic 
features of the Al Aqsa Mosque 


and the blessedness of its sur- 
roundings,’ Sheikh Tamim i said. 

“This incident has Knlr«d both 
Al Aqsa Mosque and Al Mas j id 
Al Haram Mosque in holy Mecca 
with a very strong bond of be- 
lief,'’ he added. 

He said Arabs and Muslims are 
and will hold tightly to Al Aqsa 
Mosque in the holy city of Jeru- 
salem no matter how many sacri- 
fices they have to make. 

Tbe minister called on Muslims 
to pay more attention to this 
anniversary, especially at the pre- 
sent time when Al Aqsa Mosque 
is being exposed to many conspir- 
acies. He called on Muslims to 
counter these conspiracies and to 
work on preserving tbe holy city’s 
Ard> and Islamic identity and to 
confront all attempts to Judaise 
the city. 

The ministry, he said, has 
issued circulations to all its de- 
partments to give the' occasion 
due attention and urged them to 
highlight it for the' public. 

The ministry will hold celebra- 
tions in all the govern orates’ and 
sub-districts’ centres on the occa- 
sion. 


Seminar stresses women’s role 
in protecting environment 


AQABA (Petra) — A two-day 
seminar organised by the Jordan 
Society for the Control of En- 
vironmental Pollution (JSCEF) in 
cooperation with the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation of Ger- 
many opened in Aqaba Wednes- 
day to discuss the role of women 
in environmental policies in Jor- 
dan. 

The seminar, which is being 
held within a series of activities to 
promote public awareness about 
the need to protect the environ- 
ment, will review several working 


papers. Participants will hear a 
number of lectures related to the 
role of women m tbe course of 
protecting the environment from 
pollution, officials said. 

Society President Ahmad 
Obeidat addressed the opening 
session, noting that there is no- 
thing in the Jordanian Constitu- 
tion that differentiates between 
men and women in duties and 
responsibilities- He urged various 
concerned institutions to promote 
the role of women in all sectors of 
society. 


DEF to make 
direct loans 
to individuals 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Develop- 
ment and Employment Fund 
(DEF) has adopted a new policy 
by which individuals can obtain 
loans directly from the fond to 
finance agricultural, industrial, 
touristic and service projects, 
according to an ano uncement 
Wednesday. 

The announcement, made by 
DEF Director General Abdul 
Oah Abu Ayasb following a meet- 
ing by the fond’s board chaired by 
Minister of Planning Ziyad Fariz, 
said that each project, whether by 
individuals, groups or societies, 
should entail coordination with 
the Vocational Trainian Corpora- 
tion (VTC) which has been au- 
thorised to receive ali applica- 
tions for loans. 

Dr. Abu Ayash said that reci- 
pients of loans must be from 
low-income groups or unem- 
ployed. 


House refuses to lift deputy’s immunity 


By Neraseen Murad 

Special to the Jordan times 

AMMAN — In the first such case 
since the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment was elected in 1989, a re- 
quest from the Amman Court of 
the First Instance to lift par- 
liamentary immunity of one of 
the deputies was denied by the 
House Wednesday. 

Independent Islamist deputy, 
Yacoub Qarrash had been 
charged with endorsing a cheque 
in the amount of JD 16,800 which 
was drawn on Al Ahli Bank. 
Citing insufficient funds in the 
account of tbe original account 
holder, the bank refused to hon- 
our tire cheque. 

However, an out of court set- 
tlement had already been agreed 
upon and the House’s Legal 
Committee felt that there was no 
evidence to prove that Mr. Qar- 
rash was aware that the cheque 
he had endorsed would bounce 
for lack of funds. 

“The decision we took will not 
prevent the trial of the deputy, it 
just delays the court trial until the 
end of this regular session of the 
House,” one of the members of 


the Legal Committee told the 
Jordan Times. 

The Legal Committee had re- 
commended that court proceed- 
ings against the Amman deputy 
were not urgent and could be 
postponed until the end of this 
regular session. Their recom- 
mendation said that a majority 
vote was taken after considera- 
tion of the facts of the case and 
listening to Mr. Qarrash's ex- 
planation. 

The constitution provides sena- 
tors and deputies with immunity 
from being arrested or tried while 
the House is in session unless it is 
decided, with an absolute major- 
ity. that there is sufficient reason 
for his arrest or trial. 

“The case had been pending 
for six months before this regular 
session was resumed, why wasn’t 
he tried during that time?” the 
Legal Committee member, who 
requested anonymity, said. 

According to the charge letter 
written by the company's lawyer, 
Safwan Mbaideen, the cheque 
was endorsed by Mr. Qarrash on 
Aug. 8. 1991. He pointed out that 
an out of court settlement was 
reached on easy terms which 


facilitate the repaying the amount 
of the cheque in monthly instal- 
ments of JD 700 a month. 

“Before this settlement he 
would have been required to pay 
the full amount of JD 16,800 in 
only three instalments," the de- 
puty pointed out. 

Four members of the Legal 
Committee, including president 
Hussein Mjalli, had contested the 
committee's recommendation 
and called for lifting parliamen- 
tary immunity and allowing court 
procedures to take their course in 
the case against Mr. Qarrash. 
The trial was to take place 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Qarrash's settlement 
agreement with the National 
Steel Industries Company Ltd. 
the party to which the cheque was 
originally endorsed, was seen by 
deputies as indication of the com- 
pany's satisfaction with the inten- 
tions of Mr. Qarrash. 

According to documents on the 
case which were attached to the 
Legal Committee's recommenda- 
tion. Mr. Qarrash bad allegedly 
received a cheque from Hafez 
Darwish Taqqash in the sum of 


JD 16.800 and endorsed it to the 
National Steel Industries Com- 
pany Ltd. 

The cheque, when presented to 
Al Ahli Bank for collection, was 
returned for lack of funds. Dual- 
ly. members of the Legal Com- 
mittee argued, the court would 
have to prove that Mr. Qarrash 
was aware that Mr. Taqqash had 
given him a cheque which was not 
covered in the bank in order to 
find him guilty. 

In a letter Mr. Qarrash senr to 
local papers to explain the case, 
he said that he had already repaid 
the company and that the person- 
al case against him has been 
dropped. 

"The sum of the cheque has 
already been paid as pan of a 
settlement and personal charges 
were dropped on Nov. 18. 1991. 
before the regular session of the 
House was resumed.” Mr. Qar- 
rash said in a letter published in 
Al Dustour Wednesday. 

A letter signed by the company 
in which personal charges against 
Mr. Qarrash were dropped was 
also published along with the 
letter. 


However, despite the fact that 
Mr. Qarrash had paid the amount 
due to the company, he still has 
to face trial to answer charges 
from the public prosecutor. 

Mr. Mjalli. the minister of jus- 
tice and Karak deputy Yousif 
Mbaideen. central bedouin depu- 
ty Naief A! Hadid and Irbid 
deputy Abdul Raouf Al Rawab- 
deh, all members of the Legal 
Committee, had contested its re- 
commendation. 

They argued that the House 
was not mandated to decide 
whether the defendant was guilty 
or innocent, only to study 
whether the court case aimed at 
hampering the parliamentary 
duties of the charged deputy. 
Therefore, they said, the commit- 
tee should allow the court to 
continue its proceedings in the 
case. 

“We recommend that the 
House take a decision allowing 
the court to try House member 
Yacoub Qarrash in case number 
091/4418 in Amman's Court of 
the First Instance," their written 
explanation for rejecting the Leg- 
al Committee's decision said. 


Council 
to discuss 
water 
situation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council ' 
of Ministers will dedicate its next . 
meeting in the coming week to 
follow-up on discussions about 
the general water situation in the 
Jordan Valley region, according 
to a Cabinet statement Tuesday. 

It said that once the discussion, 
which started Tuesday night, is 
over, the outcome will be refer- 
red to a ministerial committee on 
economic and financial affairs to 
study and submit a set of recom- 
mendations to the government 
for approval. 

The statement followed a 
Cabinet session Tuesday evening 
during which Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Samir Kawar sub- 
mitted a general report on the 
water situation and plans for the 
water sector in Jordan. The re- 
port contained clauses from va- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


■tfr F-rfiPiMnn at painting* by Iraqi artist Muhmnnd Al Oheidi 

at Alia Art Gallery — opening ceremony at 5:30 p.nu 
☆ Exhibition of the activities of tbe Goethe Institute in Amman at 
the institute, Jabal Amman. 


THEATRE 


■fr Arabic play entitled 
Centre — 8 p.m. 


‘Gelgamesh” at the Royal Cultural 


TRIP 


& Trip organised by the Friends of Archaeology on Friday to the 
Roman Nymphaeum and the Odeon, downtown Amman, and 
to the Archaeology Museum and the National Heritage 
Museum at the University of Jordan. Departure from Ann 
Hotel at 9 a.m. 

FILMS 

& French films entitled “Une Affaire de Femme” and “Le 
Dossier 51** shown respectively at 8 and l(k30 p.m. at the 
French Cultural Centre. 


Lawzi receives 
Australian officials 

AMMAN (Petra) — Upper 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lawzi Wednesday re- 
ceived Australian senator and 
noted archaeologist Karin Sowa- 
da. Discussion at the meeting 

centred on the situation in tbe 
Middle East, tbe latest develop- 
ments in the peace process and 
cooperation between Jordan and 
Australia. Mr. Lawzi briefed Ms. 
Sowada on tbe democratise tion 
process in Jordan. The meeting 
was attended by Australian 
Ambassador in Amman Robert 
Bowker. Ms. Sowada is on a 
month-long visit to Jordan to 
i in excavations at Pella 
: Fahl) in the Irbid region 







iraqi-Jordanian Land Transport Co. 

Tender Mo. 2/92 

Supply Of TOO Heavy Duty Truck Tractors 

The Iraqi-Jordanian Land Transport Co. invites interested suppliers to bid for the 
supply of 1 00 heavy duty truck tractors. A copy of terms, conditions and technical 
specifications can be bought from company's main offices in Jabal Amman 
opposite to the Tunisian Embassy during official working hours (8:00-14:00) 
excluding Fridays and official holidays starting from Thursday 30/1/1992. 
Closing date for accepting offers is Thursday (1200 HRS), 27/2/1992. 

Dr. Shaker Mahadin 
Director General 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 

Jordanian-Syrian Land Transport Co. 

Invites . 

Contractors to participate in tender No. 4/92 for supply of spare parts for its 
Mercedes trucks type (L&LS 2624) as per part numbers and quantities attached 
with terms of tender. 

Contractors wishing to bid for tender can obtain copies of tender documents from 
the company in Jaba) Al Hussein — behind Ministry of Health — Opposite Al Fadel 
Ibn Abbas Mosque — Amman for a non-refundable fee of JD 160.000 (one - 
hundred and sixty Jordan dinars) per a copy, bearing official documents proving 
their registration in records of trading agents. 

Offers should be submitted not later than 2:30 p.m. (local Jordan time) 
on Sunday March 1st. 1992. 

Chairman/General Manager 
Hisham Asfour 



Samir Kawar 

nous departments affiliated to 
the Water Ministry with details 
about tbeir activities, develop- 
ment of water resources, impro- 
ving water quality, control and 
supervision of water resources, 
planning future resources and 
ways for rationalising water con- 
sumption. 

Mr. Kawar also touched on the 
various underground and surface 
water sites being exploited and 
the use of water for industry and 
agriculture. The report outlined 
the ministry's policies on building 
desert dams to collect rain water, 
replacement of outdated and 
worn out water networks to pre- 
vent leakage and other related 
topics. 


Cattle breeders, dairy 
firms reach agreement on 
purchase of surplus milk 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Cattle 
breeders and dairy firms in 
Jordan have concluded an 
agreement that paves the way 
for the latter to absorb all the 
surplus milk from the markets. 

The agreement was signed' 
Wednesday by representatives 
of the two sides in the presence 
of Minister of Agriculture 
Fayez Kliasawneh and Minis- 
ter of Supply Mohammad Saq- 
qaf, whose departments were 
involved in long discussions 
with the concerned parties ab- 
out a solution for the surplus 
milk. 

Fanners used to complain 
that they used to sustain losses 
because no dairy processing 
firms wanted to take their sur- 
plus milk, according to abate- 
ment carried by the Jordan 


News Agency. Petra. The 
agreement is divided into two 
parts, one running from March 
until October while the other 
covers the period between 
■November and February. 

It said the first agreement 
provides for the farmers 
societies to supply fresh milk 
on a daily basis to the dairy 
firms at the following rate: The 
Jordan Dairy Company will 
buy 24 tonnes in the first 
period and 20 tonnes in the 
second period, the Danish 
Dairy Company will buy 35 
tonnes in the first period and 
28 tonnes in the second period, 
the Al Ra'i Dairy Company 
will buy nine tonnes in the first 
period and six and a half ton- 
nes in the second period. 

According to the agreement. 


the dairy firms will pay 21 
piasters for a kilo of fresh milk 
bought from the farms. The 
agreement provides for the 
farms to supply the required 
amounts of fresh milk on a 
daily basis. The dairy com- 
panies will have to abide by the 
amounts defined under the 
terms of the agreement on 
condition that the milk con- 
forms to the Jordanian stan- 
dards and specifications, the 
announcement said. 

At the meeting, the two 
ministers and representatives 
'of both sides discussed the 
dairy production situation in 
general and recommended that 
the Ministry of Supply retain a 
ban on the importation of 
dried milk for dairy com- 
panies. 



THE NEW BMW 3 1 6i 


A PASSIONATE DECISION 


The new BMW 31 6i makes your decision to enter 
the BMW world a passionate one: a decision for innova- 
tive technology, exclusivity and a distinctive quality cf 
motoring pleasure. 

In its styling and design the new 3165 goes beyond 
aesthetics to open up new perspectives of comfort 
and space that give it an attractive and unmistakable 
character. 


The 31 6i not only offers the unique driving experi- 
ence so typical of BMW, but very high standards of 
active and passive safety as well. 

Safe, efficient and individual, the 316i 
emanates a special flair. Visit your 
BMW showroom and discover 
a car for people with a passion 
for true dnvmg pleasure. 



The ultimate 
driving 
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Not an impossible task 



Hunger, disease grow in Iraq 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 

AMMAN — Iraqis face growing 
hunger and disease, and Saddam 
Hussein has focused their anger 
against the United Nations for 
not lifting an 18-month-old eco- 
nomic embargo that is squeezing 
them, travelers from Iraq say. 

On Monday, Iraqi soldiers 
stood by as protesters roughed up 
U.N. weapons inspectors in 
Baghdad in an outgrowth of regu- 
lar, government-staged demon- 
strations against the sanctions. 

The U.N. Security Council has 
given Baghdad the go-ahead to 
sell oil worth $1.6 billion to buy 
food and medicine. 

But the government rejects 
that because 30 per cent of the 
money must go to Kuwait as 
reparations for the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion. 

“I'm no longer able to feed my 


family of three," said Abdul 
Wahab, who came to Amman 
seeking work after being dis- 
charged from the army. 

“I left my family to fend for 
themselves with the rationed food 
while I look for a job in Jordan." 

Food is distributed through a 
rationing system, but the 
amounts are inadequate for the 
average family, say Iraqis arriving 
from Baghdad. 

Families must turn to the free 
market, where sky-high prices are 
beyond the reach of most of 
Iraq's 17 million people. 

But these hardships barely 
touch the privileged elite in the 
army or the ruling Baath Party. 

Travellers said that despite 
U.N. claims to the contrary, 
much of the food aid from inter- 
national organisations ends up in 
the larders of the ruling elite. 

Food aid given to the women's 
federation, youth movements and 


Other organisations as well as 
hospitals wind up in the homes of 
senior members of these groups 
and hospital officials, they said. 

The travelers claimed that food 
marked as donated ends up on 
the black market for sale at high 
prices. 

A 3-kiJogramme can of milk 
powder that cost three dinars (16 
cents) before the Gulf war now 
goes for 60 dinars ($3.30), half 
the average monthly earnings of 
most Iraqis. 

In the last six months, meat 
prices have doubled to 38 dinars a 
kilogramme (SI. 00 a pound) and 
a tray of eggs that cost L5 dinars is 
now 30 dinars ($1. 65). 

These prices may look reason- 
able to Westerners. But to an 
Iraqi earning the equivalent of $7 
a month because of the dinar's 
nosedive, they're astronomical. 

For the first time, Iraqis are 
buying single eggs instead of by 


the tray, travelers reported. 

“The food the government pro- 
vides at subsidised prices isn't 
enough to feed half my family," 
said an Iraqi who would identify 
himself as Waheed. 

“We managed to survive on the 
savings we had. But they're gone 
now. Many people sold their 
household goods to get cash for 
food. But the black market prices 
are going up so high there's no- 
thing we can afford any more.” 
An Iraqi student who gave his 
name as Abbas commented: “If 
there's a hell on earth it's in Iraq 
for the average family. What 
crime has the Iraqi people com- 
mited to deserve this?” 

High prices don't bother the 
army, which regularly gets pay 
hikes and bonuses. 

Brig adier s are paid 5,000 di- 
nars ($277 at the free-market 
rate) a month and captains 3,000 
dinais ($166). 


Thousands of ordinary soldiers 
made “mother of all battles 
heroes” by Saddam Hussein get a 
1,000-dinar ($55) bonus each 
month in addition to salary. 

The United Nations says the 
sanctions mil remain until Sad- 
dam Hussein is no longer in 
control. 

Bat he clings defiantly to pow- 
er, despite growing discontent as 
the hardships worsen. 

The regime has become in- 
creasingly hostile to the Western 
media and refuses to _ provide 
visas to news organisations like 
The Associated Press. 

An 87-member team of West- 
ern experts which visited Iraq last 
fall estimated that 900.000 chil- 
dren are malnourished, 118,000 
of them badly enough that they 
are at increased risk of dying. 

The independent international 
study team estimated the infant 
mortality rate has jumped from 


22.7 deaths per thousand before 
the Gulf crisis ro 80 now. 

Iraq “desperately need not 
only food and medicine. by* 
spare parts to repair base infras- 
tructure in electrical power gen- 
eration. water purification and 
sewage treatment/' the group re- 
ported. p 

The office of the U.N. Disaster 
Relief Coordinator recently riled 
increased gastroenterities due to 
lack of water treatmeui and an 
increase in water-borne diseases 
such as typhoid as raw sewage 
spills into the streets. 

The picture is different in 
Baghdad, where Saddam Hussein 
has strong support. Food, espe- 
cially local fruit and vegetables, is 
plentiful at controlled prices. 

Imported food, apparently 
smuggled through the U.N. 
blockade, is available — but at 
prices only the privileged can 
afford. 


Time has come for Bush to deliver economic package 


THE EXCLUSION of the Palestinians from days one and 
two of the Moscow multilateral peace talks illustrates quite 
vividly that the Palestinian side will continue to find itself 
between the hammer and the anvil for as long as the 
U.S.-sponsored peace process continues. From their point of 
view, the Israelis seek to deny Palestinians from East 
Jerusalem and the diaspora access to the Arab- Israeli 
bilateral and multilateral peace negotiations. The Israeli 
aim is not only to avoid jeopardising their hold on East 
Jerusalem and their persistent rejection of the Palestinians 
outside the West Bank and Gaza Strip as relevant partners 
in the peace process but also to make it extremely difficult 
for the Palestinians to attend the peace talks in the first 
place. Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir knows only 
too well that as long as other Palestinians are prevented 
from participating in the peace deliberations, the Palesti- 
nian party will be hard put to continue their involvement in 
the peace efforts. Obviously Shamir aims first and foremost 
to keep the Palestinian side out of the Middle East peace 
equation. That would explain, in part at least, Israeli 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens ’s remark Tuesday, in the 
wake of launching the Moscow conference without the 
Palestinians, when he said: “They (meaning the Palesti- 
nians) will not be missed.” <Arens continued to describe the 
Moscow multilateral talks as one “between governments,” 
and saying that the Palestinians “are not a government and 
will not be a government.'’ 

Against this backdrop, (he Palestinians would have to 
decide whether to hand S hamir and like-minded Israelis a 
weapon by insisting on having Palestinian representations 
from East Jerusalem and the diaspora and then ending up 
staying out of the orbit of the peace talks whether bilateral 
or regional or to play it smart by not letting such an issue, 
albeit important, from impeding their involvement in the 
peace process. With Syria boycotting the Moscow meeting, 
and given the fact that the Palestinians had arrived at the 
verdict to attend the multilateral regional talks with great 
misgivings, the odds appear to be in favour of the 
Palestinians' staying away from the remaining part of the 
negotiations. Such an eventuality would add further strains 
to the peace effort and could torpedo the whole process 
before it gets to the serious business that it should tackle. 

Fortunately enough, though, the news from Moscow last 
night indicated that the Palestinians and the co-sponsors 
were moving in the direction of a new accord on how to 
proceed from there. Hanan Ashrawi, the Palestinian 
spokesperson, told a packed press conference that the 
Palestinians wanted to participate in all Eve committees the 
Moscow conference formed and were asking for the 
formation of two more, on Jerusalem and human rights — a 
message that has been taken to mean that there is indeed 
progress taking place in the corridors of the Russian 
capital's Hall of Unions. The talk of progress is in fact all the 
more credible since the Americans have already reported 
that Palestinians from the diaspora will be able to join tire 
Palestinian team in the 'committee on refugees and other 
working groups. 

Should this turn out to be the case, an additional effort 
remains to be made in order to ensure the viability of the 
multilateral talks and hopefully their success. It is to bring 
Syria and Lebanon on board. 

Jordan has done its best to produce a unified Arab 
position on the peace process and joint Arab attendance of 
its different phases. We have failed, as have so many others, 
to convince Syria to go to Moscow. But that does not mean 
that our efforts should stop where they bogged down. If the 
goal is comprehensive peace, everybody should be involved 
and remain engaged. 


PRESS COMMENTARIES 


| SPEAKERS at the opening session of the Moscow multilateral 
talks over the Middle East questions have unanimously called on 
Israel to implement U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
33S, said A! Ra’i Arabic daily Wednesday. Even the U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker reiterated the same tone noting 
that a peaceful serdement should be based on the two resolutions 
and stressing that this had always been the U.S. policy, the paper 
added. The speakers' call on the countries of the Middle East to 
cooperate in matters like water, the environment, disarmament and 
others, is supported by Jordan and the Arabs at large, but these 
can not be guaranteed to achieve progress and prosperity for the 
peoples of the region unless a just peace has been esabtahed first. 
m;*J the paper. The whole world community gathered in Moscow 
Tcisc'ay to give guarantees to Israel’s peace with the Arabs 
r vrded it implemented the U.N. resolutions, said the paper. 
~i,. , ii'.j paper added, the countries meeting in the Russian capital 
to nelp the Middle East enjoy peace and security also possess the 
power to force Israel to comply with the requirements of pece 
and to respect the international legitimacy. These countries, the 
paper said, realise that unless they force the Israelis to comply 
with the requirement of aspired peace, the Middle East will 
remain an arena of violence and injustice threatened by poverty, 
pollution fear and conflict. 

A columnist in Sawt A1 Shaab daily Wednesday voiced his 
wholehearted support for a call by a group of housewives to 
boycott meat and to buy chicken and fish instead for their 
families. Suleiman Al Bannawi said that the call came as a result 
of the butchers' manipulations and the exorbitant prices of meat, 
found in the market, making it impossible for the limited-income 
groups to buy. The writer said that the call should be backed by all 
men and women in Jordan and should prompt the Ministry of 
Supply to take action to bring down the meat prices and prevent 
further profiteering. 


By Terence Hunt 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — After inflat- 
ing hopes to extraordinary 
heights. President Bush now has 
to deliver. 

After all the hype. Mr. Bush on 
Tuesday must produce a credible 
plan for economic revival and a 
convincing political manifesto for 
his sputtering reelection cam- 
paign. 

it's going to be a tough sell 
when Mr. Bush takes his State of 
the Union address before reces- 
sion-weary Americans, many 
who appear to doubt his lead- 
ership. 

For nearly two months. Mr. 
Bush has teased voters with 
vague promises, all but declaring 
that his State of the Union will 
hold a magic formula for 
prosperity. 

His message to voters in New 
Hampshire, where the recession 
has been devastating, was “I 
care" and "stay tuned." 

Political strategists agree that 
Mr. Bush must spell out a dear 
economic message that reassures 
anxious Americans about their 
future. 

He has to seize the initiative 
with a legislative agenda that 
throws Democrats on the defen- 
sive. The opposition party has 
been pounding Mr. Bush over the 
sluggish economy. 

And he's got to do it with 
authority. 

It's a daunting assignment for a 
president who is uncomfortable 
with prime-time television 
speeches. 

"He's got to give an awfully 
good speech as a speech.... both 
in terms of its rhetoric and its 



delivery or he’ll get panned." said 
Norman Orristetn.'a presidential 
analyst at the conservative Amer- 
ican Enterprise Institution. "If 
this is a typical State of the Union 
speech with modest proposals, his 
slide will continue." 

Increasingly, polls show that 
Americans doubt Mr. Bush can 
cure the sick economy or that he 
has a plan to improve health care. 

A majority of Americans be- 
lieve that Mr. Bush's policies 
favour the rich over the middle 
class and that he spends too much 


time on foreign policy. 

• When Mr. Bush stands before 
Tuesday night's joint session of. 
Congress, it will be far different/ 
from his last speech on Capitol 
Hill. 

Last March 6. he stood in 
triumph, a conquering hero as he 
reported to the nation about the 
allied victory over Iraq. 

His approval ratings in the 
polls leapt to nearly 90 per cent. 
Congress was intimidated. 

A little more than 10 months 
later, his poll rates have gone into 


a free foil, dropping below 50 per 
cent, the lowest point of his' pres- 
idency. Despite Mr. Bush's sag- 
ging popularity during this elec- 
tion year, no Democrat has elec- 
trified the voters. 

The country is mired in the 
longest recession since the Great 
Depression. Unemployment is 
rising. Democrats are embol- 
dened. Saddam Hussein mocks 
Mr. Bush. And his showcase trip 
to Japan was considered a dis- 
aster. 

Tuesday's speech is crucial. 


perhaps the most important of his 
presidency. His campaign staff 
circulated a memo calling it "the 
defining event of the Bush pres- 
idency, and therefore a key to 
successful reelection efforts.” 
Former White House Political 
Director Ed Rollins says: "This 
has to be his campaign theme. It’s 
set up to be a political document. 
The way it’s been staged it’s his 
road map to victory and his road 
map to a second term.” 
Democrats are sure to say it 
doesn't go far enough. Some Re- 


publicans already have been A 
saying the same. 

"White House aides worry that 
people are expecting too much 
"He's got a good plan/* a senior 
official said. “That docs nut mean 
that simply delivering a speech, 
somebody snaps his fingers and 
everything's O.K. I don't think 
that has happened since God 
said, 'let their be light.”' 

But Mr. Bush will try to make 
voters happy. 

"He's expected to propose a 
middle-class tax break in the form 
of an increase in the personal 
exemption for families, a tax cre- 
dit for first-time home buyers and 
a tax credit for lower-income 
Americans to buy healtb insur- 
ance. • 

“He'll also offer additional cuts 
in defence spending, increased 
incentives for business invest- 
ment and a 90-day moratorium 
on many new government regula- 
tions. 

And there will be spending 
increases for a string of popular 
programmes, such as pre-school 
education, environmental cleanup, 
space exploration and creation of 
new parks and recreation areas. 

It's doubtful that Mt Bush 
really has his heart in hisxcono- 
mic mix of tax cuts and’ incen- 
tives. 

Until his politically motivated 
about-face. Mr. Bush used to 
counsel that the best prescription 
for the economic was to do no- 
thing — let the country pull itself 
up without adding to the deficit. ^ 

That might be good economics. 
But it's not good politics. 

Mr. Bush belatedly realised 
that and now he's struggling to 
make up lost ground. 


Aid to former Soviet 
Union stimulated by 
fears, self-interest 


By Donald M. Roth berg 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Fear, of 
chaos and nuclear weapons, and 
national self-interest have helped 
the world focus its attention on 
the hungry people of the former 
Soviet Union. 

It doesn't take an excess of 
cynicism to draw that conclusion 
from the international effort to 
assist the newly independent 
states emerging from the ashes of 
the Soviet Union. 

The extraordinary gathering of 
47 nations to discuss how to help 
the former Soviet republics was a 
dear sign of a nervous world, of 
governments aware of the danger 
if economic hardship throttles the 
experiments in democracy. 

The driving question at the aid 
meeting was: If not Boris Yeltsin 
and Leonid Kravchuk, then who? 
Another coup? The emergence of 
a leader in the mold of Statin or 
Hilter. this time taking power 
with a vast arsenal of nuclear 
missiles? * 

The world has never seen any- 
thing quite like the collapse of 
communism. A global power sud- 
denly dissolved of its own weight. 
There was no war. no revolution; 
the system just suddenly proved 
unworkable. 

For its own survival, the world 
had to help. But much of the aid 
put forward the conference that 
met for two days in Washington 
last week was designed also to 
benefit their own domestic pro- 
ducers. 

For example, the bulk of U.S. 
assistance is in the form of agri- 
cultural credits that permit the 
former Soviet republics to borrow 
money to buy commodities from 
U.S. fanners. 

Eastern European states with 



Boris Yeltsin 

economies tbat were tightly 
bound for a generation to the 
Soviet Union fought to maintain 
ties to a potentially lucrative mar- 
ket. 

Czechoslovakia, Hungary and 
Poland appealed to the aid con- 
ference to take into account "the 
legitimate economic and trade 
interests and the fragile central 
and east European states/' 

What worries those three coun- 
tries is the possibility tbat West- 
ern aid would “have the effect of 
wiping out the largely diminished 
but still remaining trade possibili- 
ties" by pushing their products 
out of the marketplace in the 
former Soviet Union. 

Even Lithuania, which won its 
freedom after facing down Soviet 
troops, complained about being 
excluded from the U.S.- 
sponsored aid conference. 

Stasys Lozoraitis, the Lithua- 
nian ambassador to the United 
States, noted his country has 
been donating food and medicine 


to its former oppressors. 

He said he wanted Lithuania's 
neighbours to the east to known 
that his country’s absence from 
the aid conference “does not 
mean we are indifferent to their 
problems. ... We also understand 
how dangerous it would be for us 
if Instability led to upheaval in the 
former Soviet Union.” 

Germany repeatedly reminded 
other participants that its con- 
tribution was many times that of 
any other nation, a figure others 
noted was the price exacted for 
German unification. 

Japan made it clear that any 
meaningful increase in its con- 
tribution is contingent on an 
agreement returning the Kurile 
Islands, occupied by the Soviet 
Union at the end of World War 

n. 

Both Germany and Japan also 
made it dear they have a strong 
interest in helping the newly inde- 
pendent nations develop their oil 
reserves and other natural re- 
sources. 

Boosting Russia’s oil produc- 
tion was (he best hope for the 
former Soviet republic to earn 
foreign currency reserves, Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher said. ' 

Mr. Genscher also expressed 
the need to move quickly to bring 
the nuclear power plants scat- 
tered over the former Soviet 
territory up to Western safety 
standards and avoid a lethal acci- 
dent Such as tire one at Chernobyl 
in 1986. 

Mr. Genscher also was a lead- 
ing advocate of finding a way to 
employ the nuclear scientists who 
were thrown out of work when 
the Soviet Union collapsed. 
Many of those scientists are being 
wooed by regimes such as 
Libya, Iran and Iraq. 


North-South gap breeds seeds 
of environmental discord 


By Shridath Rampttal 

BANGKOK — There are many 
symptoms of a looming crisis in 
the environment global warm- 
ing, acid rain, ozone depletion, 
encroaching deserts, diappearing 
forests, soil erosion, depletion erf 
dean water. 

Bnt in focusing on them, as we 
must, we risk missing the bigger 
picture, and the message it con- 
veys. Attention to symptoms and 
avoidance of causes is invariably 
more pronounced among those 
who are so comfortable that 
change seems threatening than 
among those who have so tittle 
that change can only be for the 
better. Herein lie seeds of discord 
that could disable global action 
for survival. 

The question of consumption is 
central to the environmental cri- 
sis. It is the human impact that is 
endangering the planet's capacity 
to sustain life. The human impact 
stems mainly from people’s use, 
or waste, of energy and raw 
materials — and that varies vast- 
ly- 

A quarter of the world's peo- 
ple, most of them in industrial 
countries, account for 80 per cent 
of commercial energy consump- 
tion; 20 per cent goes to the 
remaining three-quarters of man- 
kind, mainly in poor nations. 

On average, each person in a 
developed nation consumes 18 
times the energy used by a person 
in a developing country. The high 
energy consumption of the rich 
causes vastly more pollution than 
the low consumption of the poor. 
Carbon dioxide from burning fos- 
si fuels is a major factor in 
environmental stress. Each North 
American produces 10 times as 
much carbon dioxide as each in- 
habitant of South or East Asia, 
excluding Japan. 

The impact of industrial states 
on the biosphere can only be 
lowered if they reduce their con- 
sumption of energy and other 
resources. With determined 
effort, much can be done in thi$ 
direction. Unfortunately, some of 


the big energy users have actually 
been increasing their per capita 
energy consumption. 

The real reductions in per capi- 
ta consumption of commercial 
energy since 1970 have been in 
poor nations, particularly in sub- 
Saharan Africa and Latin Amer- 
ica — not as a matter of virtu but 
as p opulation growth has out- 
stripped economic growth. 

The environmental crisis 
affects both developed and de- 
veloping countries. But they face 
it from very different economic 
experiences and with vastly diffe- 
rent capacities. The crisis is thus 
likely to be perceived quite dif- 
ferently, with potentially serious 
consequences for North-South re- 
lations. 

The industrialised nations of 
the West enjoyed a period of 
remarkable prosperity in the 
198(k. This created many unde- 
sirable environmental side 
effects, but it also provided the 
resources to tackle the problems. 
Hie more environmentally aware 
states have achieved measurably 
deaner air, sofl and water. 

Tins contrasts sharply with the 
position of many developing na- 
tions, where poverty increased in 
the 1980s and where, for hun- 
dreds of millions of people, life 
has long been a struggle for sur- 
vival. 

When governments have to 
cope with heavy debt burdens, 
low commodity prices and protec- 
tionist barriers, sustainable de- 
velopment with due care for the 
environment becomes a distant 
objective. Poverty and degrada- 
tionerf the environment are now 
inextricably linked in a chain of 
cause and effect. 

Some of the demands being 
made by affluent states — the 
preservation of tropical forests, 
for example, or the li nking of aid 
and trade to environmental stan- 
dards — provoke genuine fear in 
developing countries. The idea 
that poor nations should forsake 
opportunities for growth in order 
to attack problems caused largely 
by the imprudence and profligacy 


of the rich is often seen as an 
attempt to preserve the global 
distribution of wealth and power. 

The clamor in industrialised 
states for a ban on tropical hard- 
wood is a case in point. There has 
been serious overexploitation of 
some tropical forests, and fore- 
stry industries must be subjected 
to economic disciplines leading ro 
sustainable use. But to focus on 
this issue is to neglect the far 
more serious problem of forests 
retreating as growing numbers of 
poor people seek land for fanning 
and grazing, and wood for fuel. 
This trend will probably acceler- 
ate if the trade in timber ceases to 
provide export income needed by 
developing nations to meet basic 
needs. 

The United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme and the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion estimate that eight times as 
much wood is removed from 
forests to provide foel for poor 
families as for use by loggers. 

Focusing on logging involves 
die relatively easy task of lectur- 
ing developing nations. Tackling 
the real problems involves the 
West m reducing commercial 
energy consumption and alleviat- 
ing poverty in the developing 
world through development prog- 
rammes. . . 

Yet developing nations cannot 
ignore some forbidding issues. 
The counterpoint to c on s um ption 
ahrong the rich could wefl be 
population growth among the 
poor. 

Unless developed states , are 
willing to do modi more to aflev^ 
ate the burden of poverty, many 
developing nations wifi not move 
beyond their current hand-to- 
ntonth e xisten ce. 

This is a crucial time. If West- 

gn_oquntries spurn the cries for 

uwp from the poor nations or 
treat the issues of environment, 
and development in a 
P^roebsal, self-serving manne r, 
~ey could reap a bitter harvest — 
The International Herald Tri- 
bune. 
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NajiAIAIi debuts in Jordan 


Nour El Sherif’s film uses Naji 
Al Ali as ‘ key to other issues 9 
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By Sana A^jraft 

Special to the -'ordan Times 

AMMAN — (to Egyptian 
Ghn star NoorEl Sharif de- 
rided to mates movie that 
depicts the Pq&tfaian cause, 
he believed tha the right way 
to portray it ws by making a 

/Pm about the ife M wttifaii 

political cartonist Naji Ai 
Ah, who was ssassfaated in 
London on Ag. 25, 1987. . 

“He film oes Nqji Al AH 
as a key to otkr issues,” said 
Sberif. “/ se Naji as the 
symbol of ie Palestinian 
cause with h innocence.” 
The fames Arab movie 
actor, who was in Amman 
this week fr the opening of 
the Him Nii Al Ah, told 

journalists at Abdul HamUl 
Shoman Fondation Tuesday 
that whatpstaxled bho and 
motivatedtun to make a fflm 
about the blestinfan cartoon- 
ist was tt symbol be repre- 
sented. 

“ I seehin i as the Palesti- 



nian 

audio the camps,” said Sber- 
if, who plays the role of Mr. 
Ah in the Bbn. 

He recalled that when 
asked by some why be did not 

make a Elm about Palestinian 
soldiers fighting for their 
cause, Sharif's reply was: “as 
an artist, I felt closer to NaJL 
As artists we feel there is a 
burden that we ueed to teO the 
people. A soldier kWs and 
dies for his cause. But for a 
thinker to be killed is what 
pooled me and drove me to 
him.” 

Naji AI Ah was screened 
twice this week by Abdul 
Hamid Shoman Foundation 
and the Jordanian Popular 
Committee for the Support of 
the Intifada showed the film 
in Amman ehumsts to c ol lect 
funds to support the Palesti- 
nian uprising, and invited 
Sberif, also a prodocer of the 
Mm, to speak to audiences at 
a dinner. Twenty thousand 



Nour El Sherif 

Jordanian dinars love been 
raised for the event The Him, 
shot in Lebanon where Mr. 
Ah lived, also opened am i- 
merdahy at Cinema PZaza for 
the public Tuesday. 

“I see Nqji as an incredible 
symbol of a person's courage 
in putting forth bis views,” 
Sberif said. “Those who 



Ascene from the film Naji fkl AH 


know him through his work 
see that be was a revolution- 
ary romantic, or a romantic 
revolutionary.” 

Mr. Ah was bom in the 
village of Al Sbqjara in Pales- 
tine fa 1938 and fa 1948 was 
poshed out to live ha the 
Lebanese refugee camp of Ein 
Al HBweh. His murder in 
1987 remains unresolved. 

The cartoonist cr iti cised aU 
the Arab r egimes through his 
drawings, including ah the 
factious of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

“How does Nap Al Ah, 
who only owns a paint brush 
and paper, pose such danger 
and create horror to so many 
regimes,” asked Sberif, con- 
stantly referring to Mr. Ah in 
the present tense as if be, not 
onfy his cartoons, was still 
Bring. 

While filming in Beirat last 
year, Sberif recalled a picture 
be saw at a Lebanese sculp- 
tor's exhibition of Mr. Ah's 
statue with a ballet hole 
through it, something be said 
gave him,” “goose bumps.” 

Paris Sherbet, the sculptor, 
had made a 2.8 metre high 
statue of Mr. Ah and placed it 
in the Ein Ai HBweh Camp. 

“The statue was assasin- 
ated with a live bullet,” said 
the movie-maker. “And then 
it was thrown in the garbage 
because It was described as an 
* idol * by tiie religious trends. 
The sculptor put it up again to 
photograph it and they de- 
molished it again... In our 
Arab World, de fer ences of 
opinion create a catas- 
trophe.” 

When asked about reports 
that the Him accuses the PLO 
of carrying out Mr. Ah's 
assassination. Sherif stressed 
the movie does not fa any way 
accuse anyone of the killing. 
He said that the Western 
media and some Arab news- 
papers might have publicised 
these suspicions. 

The actor added that this 


was nth a “police tUm” trying 
to solve a murder. He restated 
that Mr. AM was “a key to 
present a number of issues: 
The Palestinian cause in a 
simple manner and not m its 
details” because the “Arab 
mind today cannot compre- 
hend too much.” He attri- 
buted this statement to what 
be described as the tL lerrify- 
fag rise fa illiteracy and be- 
cause of the Arab government 
media control that affects the 
people's minds. 

Asked whether the Syrian 
army's involvement fa the 
of the film had pro- 
voked criticism that the movie 
was placing the PLO in suspi- 
cion of killing Mr. Ali, Sberif 
indicated that the Syrian 
army's help fa the making of 
the movie was voluntary and 
no interference was made. 

He cited a scene fa Nqji AI 
AU daring the withdrawal of 
the PLO forces Horn Lebanon 
fa 1982 where real Syrian and 
some Lebanese soldiers were 
fa the vehicles playing the role 
of the Palestinian soldiers. 
“Abu Ammar's (Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat) picture 
was on the vehicle,” be com- 
mented. “And Abu Ammar's 
picture could be a corse for 
the officers who are account- 
able to an authority higher 
than them.” 

Campaign against thm 
fOm 

Sberif, who is reputed for 

making scrioUS films about 

Arab issues, faced a public 
attack by out of Egypt's state- 
owned newspapers, Akhbar 
Al Yom, where be was label- 
led as a “traitor who sold 
bfandf to dollars” by a cer- 
tain writer Ibrahim Al 
Sa'adab for making Nqji Al 
AU. 

To top what Sberif called a 
“ fierce attack” against him 
and bis Ghn, the same news- 
paper refused to publish ads 
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Nour El Sherif with extras in the film. 


promoting the film. “I amid 
imagine a party newspaper 
has the right to stop any ads 
based on its ideology. But this 
was a national newspaper, 
and oar constitution states 
that national institutions IUT 
owned by the people,” be 
said. 

Nqji Al AU was promoted fa 
aU other Egyptian papers and 
on television, but Sberif sent a 
letter to President Hosni 
Mubarak asking him to reply 
to the question: “Is it my 
right as an Egyptian citizen to 
advertise for a cultural crea- 
tion fa the national press in- 
stitutions and can the board 
of directors ban it because 
they disagree with my 
views?” 

“Until this moment as / sit 
with you,” Sberif told the 
local press gathering, “I have 
not received a reply from tire 
president.” 

He waited two weeks for a 
reply, until the last day of the 
Cairo international Book Fair 
where his film was screened 
when Sherif made statements 
that be still did not receive a 
response from the president. 

The following day , Akhbar 
Al Yom carried another fierce 
attack against Sberif. But 
other newspapers, “ including 
some reactionary ones,” had 
welcomed the film and re- 
ceived positive reviews. 

Sberif did, however, re- 
spond to Mr. Sa'dah fa 
Egypt's well-known leftist 
opposition paper, Al AhaU. 
“I said that if be (Mr. Sa'dah) 
gave himself the right to 
attack (fate Egyptian Presi- 
dent) Gamal Abdul Nasser, 


why not give others the right 
to criticise (fate President) 
Anwar Sadat? Why don't you 
give a Palestinian artist the 
right to criticise Sadat? 
Where is this democracy you 
talk about?” Sberif wrote. 

He could not explain why 
this campaign against the film 
and himself was carried out. 
Whether it was loyalty to Mr. 
Sadat or extreme hatred for 
the Palestinians, be added, 
the attack could not have been 
more tierce. 

However, the public reac- 
tion to Nqji Ai Ali, particular- 
ly the viators of the book fair, 
was very positive. “But then 
again , those who went to the 
book fair were looking for 
cutotre.” 

“The reaction to the film at 
the book fair was so strong 
that the response to the com- 
mercial screening fa Cairo 
cinemas was completely diffe- 
rent, ” Sberif said. Nqji Al Ah 
opened fa a number of movie 
theatres in Cairo fast week. 

The Egyptian public, be 
explained. Ends difficulty fa 
understanding the Lebanese 
and Palestinian dialect. 
“There is also a portion of 
oar public whose minds have 
been poisoned by the media 
and has taken a position 
against the Palestinian 
cause,” Sberif said, analysing 
why the cinemas did not re- 
ceive the expected attendance. 

The movie theatres in the 
middle class areas of Cairo 
showing Nqji Ai AU received 
positive response “which 
means that the middle classes 
fa Egypt are still in good 
shape.” The middle class of 


Cairo, explained Sherif. is the 
skilled, cultured classes of 
society. But the downtown 
cinema “where the people 
like to laugh” did not receive 
the same success. 

During the screening at the 
Cairo fair an elderly man told 
Sberif: **. Please don ’t be upset 
with me. but l don't like the 
Palestinians and J never 
understood their cause. But 
this tUm made me like the 
Palestinians and understand 
their cause.” 

“So / bugged him... here 
was a common citizen whose 
brain was poisoned by the 
media,'' Sberif recalled, 
adding: “ For 14 years, the 
Egyptian media has been des- 
troying bis mind to take a 
negative position regarding 
the Palestinian cause. But it is 
rewarding that a film of one 
hour and 50 minutes can gain 
him back, at least partially. ” 




U.S. homeschooling increases as alternative to state school 


By Jeanne Sather 

Reuter 

SEATTLE — Across the 
country, from farms to city 
apartmetns to suburban 
homes, American parents are 
turning living rooms into 
schoolrooms and keeping 
their children at home. 

Reflecting dwindling confi- 
dence in public (state) 
schools, or simply because 
patents want their children to 
get a specific type of educa- 
tion, home teaching has be- 
come a viable alternative for 


a small but growing number 
of Americans. 

Cindy Cederblom, a far- 
mer's wife in eastern 
Washington State, said she 
teaches her six children at 
home to provide a Christian 
upbringing and make sure 
their contacts with other chil- 
dren are “ selective . ” 

A Washington state 
teachers strike last year made 
Naomi Holmes so angry she 
decided to pull her two chil- 
dren. Jessie , 12, and Jeremy, 
aged nine, out of state 


schools and teach them at 
home in suburban Seattle. 

Mrs. Holmes , a former Pa- 
rents and Teachers Associa- 
tion leader who is qualified to 
teach mathematics, chemistry 
and physics at secondary- 
school level , is not alone. 

According to Patricia 
Lines, professor of education 
at the Catholic University of 
America who has studied 
home education for almost a 
decade, between 248^00 and 
353^00 children were being 
taught at home in 1990-91. 


This compared with a 1983 
estimate of between 60.000 
and 125,000. 

Growing awareness by pa- 
rents that homeschooling is 
an option may be a bigger 
factor than simple dissatisfac- 
tion with state education 
Prof. Lines said. 

“ 1 think people have be- 
come more comfortable with 
the idea as they see others 
doing it and media coverage, 
with stories that focus on 
individual families , may be a 
factor in that. ” 


In Washington State, an 
estimated 10.000 to 15.000 
children are taught at home. 
A liberal state law, passed in 
1985. may be one reason why 
the state is leading the trend. 

The law allows parents to 
qualify as borne teachers by 
having had at least one year 
of college, by taking a course 
at a community college, by 
finding a certified teacher to 
supervise the homeschooling, 
or by gaining the approval of 
the local school superinten- 
dent. 


Some states, like Washing- 
ton, require standardised 
testing and other require the 
curriculum to be reviewed 
and approved. 

Details record-keeping is 
essential in Pennsylvania, 
while in California many find 
their best option is to file an 
affidavit to have their home 
recognised as a private 
school. 

“ The private school option 
is very popular, ” said Mark 
Hegener. who with his wife 


Helen has published home 
education magazine for the 
past nine years. 

In many cases, the 
academic curriculum is not all 
that different from what is 
taught at school, but most 
home schooled children can 
cover the basic curriculum in 
two hours a day or less. 

This leaves more time for 
activities geared to children's 
special skills or interests and 
also gives parents a chance to 
shape their children's values 
and avoid undesired influ- 


ences. 

Countering the popular 
perception that children 
taught at home are starved of 
social contact, homeschool- 
ing families say they engage 
in a wide range of activities 
including field trips, sports 
and music, many with other 
home-taught children. 

“My kids are recognised as 
different but in a positive 
manner . " said Mr. Hegener. 
who says it is the school 
experience which is “ totally 
foreign to the real world.” 

!!!!!! 


Good manners among Europeans 


By Pimm Attfmrt Lambert 


PARIS — With the approach 
of European unification, a 
former prefect , Jacques Gan- 
dom , has collated the rules of 
courtesy in the twelve mem- 
ber countries, in a 250 page 
book. His Guide des Bonnes 
Manures et du Protocole en 
Europe (Guide to Good 
Manners and Protocol in 
Europe ), presented with 

seriousness and humour, is 
the work of a specialist. A 
few years ago, he was asked 
to update the official French 
protocol, drawn up in 190?, 
by a certain Georges 
Qdmenceau. 

His work will help one to 
avoid many blunders both in 
business and in diplomacy, in 
friendship and in matters of 
the heart. On reading the 
work, one becomes aware to 
what extent each country has 
its national idiosyncrasies , 
linked to climate, history and 
tradition. 


The handshake is only 
British in name. The count- 
less repeated handshakes re- 
■ main a prerogative of the 
continent, and particularly of 
France. As for kissing a 
lady ’s hand, that too is, 
above all, practised in France 
and alien to the English. 

In Luxembourg, when peo- 
ple meet friends, they kiss 
one another on the cheek 
three times. In France, it is 
only twice. So when an in- 
habitant of Luxembourg 
meets a French friend, he 
offers his cheek once more, 
after the two French kisses, 
as if be had not had enough. 

When two Spanish people 
meet, they express their de- 
light by embracing so vehe- 
mently (Vabrazo) that a fore- 
igner could misinterpret it as 
Greek or Roman wrestling, 
but, for all that, two men. 
kissing , as is the custom in 


some countries, is still found 
comical in the land of bull- 
fighters. 

Table maoism 

The British are the most 
fussy about punctuality. The 
writer Andr6 Maurois ironi- 
cally stated that “ being five 
minutes late on the banks of 
the Thames meant that the 
guest bad either got the date 
wrong or died. ” 

In Germany, one is recom- 
mended to fake the Bowers 
one offers one's hostess, out 
of their wrapping. In France, 
they would look as if they had 
just been taken out of their 
vase. 

Still in Germany, it is cus- 
tomary to gjve a coin to the 
waiter who fakes your coat. 
In Great Britain, one never 
tips the barman or barmaid. 
On the other hand, one can 
offer them a drink. 

The author recommends 
that you never invite 14 peo- 
ple for dinner. If one of them 
should drop out, you would 


end up with 13 guests and 
that muld be an unpleasant 
number for some people. In 
that case . if you cannot get 
someone from your family to 
make up the number to 14, it 
is best to keep quiet and hope 
that nobody notices, and if 
someone does notice, com- 
mon politeness should pre- 
vent them from saying any- 
thing. 

At table , the English keep 
their hands on their laps. 
French custom requires one 
to rest one’s wrists on the 
table. “ It appears more 
seemly ” writes J. Gandoin,- 
“and can help some people to 
resist the temptation to put 
their bands on a lady neigh- 
bour's lap rather than on 
their own." 

Should one carry a spoon 
to one’s mouth broadside on, 
as the English do, or by the 
narrow end as recommended 
in France? This is the subject 
of many polemics . 

Li Spain, there is a deeply 


rooted tradition to d unk 
one’s bread in one’s choco- 
late or coffee. This is quite 
shocking in the land of 
Shakespeare. Because Ita- 
lians are very superstitious, 
never pass them the salt at 
table. They would think you 
wish them ill. 

i otryto 
i r 

The custom of taking one’s 
glove off before shaking 
bands is common in Europe. 
It goes back to the Middle 
Ages, Mr. Gandoin tells us. 
At that time, a gfove could 
conceal a poison-smeared 
spike. 

In Belgium, when one mar- 
ries one’s daughter or one’s 
son, one sends a notification 
card to Their Majesties, even 
if one only runs the comer 
dairy. In Spain, where cus- 
toms are complex, politeness 
sometimes takes on a very 
vehement form. The tenden- 
cy of certain inhabitants of 



What do you need to be a good European? 


the country of Cervantes to 
stand aside at doors some- 
times causes real bottlenecks 
or collisions. 

In Germany, Belgium and 
France , it is not rare to see a 
motorist get out of bis car, on 


the road, to relieve himself 
against a tree. In Britain, be 
could be taken to court for 
indecent exposure. 

‘ As a general rule, the spe- 
cialist in good manners 
advises Europeans to adopt 


the particularities of their 
neighbours, discerningly and 
without seeking to ape them, 
and to follow the rule of the 
English: “ When in Rome, do 
as the Romans ." ■— L’Ac- 
tualile En France. 






How many is too many? 


imiRimmii 


liras 


By Maha Addasi 


A newly-wed couple who happen to be cousins of cousins 
of mine was afraid that they would never be parents until 
two months ago when they became parents four times over 
in one go. They had quadruplets. 

Not one. not two. but three girls and one boy in what was 
a “pleasant" surprise . The physician who delivered the 
babies decided not to ask for his medical fees because , as 
be put it while tapping the new father on the back, *7 
know how much one child will cost you through life. I can't 
imagine the number multiplied by four!" 

Relatives and friends did not have the hospital fees in 
mind when they toddled into the hospital's nursery to catch 
a glimpse of the four babies still in incubators. Instead, they 
were more concerned about the genders of the children. 

“It’s a good thing she had the boy with the three girls." 
commented one lady. “ I'm sure when the girls turn 18, the 
parents will marry them off and send the boy to universi- 
ty ■ " 

But if you ask me, I would send the boy to vocational 
school so he can help put the girls through university. Yet I 
doubt that this idea would go over very well with some 
people. 

Whatever the future holds for this family. I'm sure this 
couple will have a "few" sleepless nights until their 
children's university age. Strangely enough, though , the 
coup/e no longer refer to the days when they complained 
about not having any children. I sense they miss those days. 

At the other extreme, there are those who feel that the 
more children they have the merrier. 

One person who has 16 children was asked why he is so 
obviously against birth control. His answer was that he is 
not against birth control: he just does not believe in it. 

He continued to support his opinion with examples: ‘7 
come from a family of eleven brothers. If, for example. I 
am put in jail. " said this driving instructor, "my children 
will have 10 uncles to take care of them." 

“ The other day," he continued with another example, 
“my kids fought with four brothers in school. The number 
of kids of ‘hitting* age at home were not enough to bear the 
four. So my kids went to their uncles' houses and made up a 
group of 16 with their cousins. Together they beat-up the 
four children at school," he said matter-of-factly. 



To have many children has many repercussions. Parents 
should prepare themselves to have “no social lives" 
because having many children, whether good or bad. 
cannot guarantee the staying power of any maid to help 
with the children. 


FEBRUARY BIRTHSTONE 

THEAMETHYET 


Family — Is a variety of quartz. 

Colour — From palest lilac to darkest purple. 
Geographical sources — Ceylon. CIS, Madagascar. South 
America and the United States of America. 

Legendary background — According to mythology, the 
amethyst inspires a love of fairness, a sense of duty and a 
devotion to high ideals. It was. therefore, chosen many 
hundreds of years ago to be one of the principal ecclesias- 
tical rings and even today is worn by Bishops. Also a stone 
of royalty in England, the first king to wear the amethyst as 
a royal emblem was Edward the Confessor in the early 11th 
century. It is also said to be Saint Valentine's favourite 
stone. His ring was engraved with a cupid and he 
popularised the stone for lovers. The actual name, ameth- 
yst. comes from the Greek and means "not drunken." 


Qualities — Serenity and authority. 

Jewellery interpretations — There is still in existence a 
magnificent amethyst necklace, 26 inches long, made by 
andent Egyptian goldsmiths and another, excavated in 
Greece, is said to have belonged to a young Mycenaean 
princess 3,400 years ago. Victorian jewellery favoured 
amethysts, set in gold, often surrounded by pearls and were 
featured in rings, brooches, necklaces and earrings. 


Today — In rough crystal form, the amethyst makes an 
imposing pendant, set in gold tw/gs. A ring treated in the 
same way and high set with the minimum of mount, seems 
to bring real nature within the limits of fashion. 


Notable February birthdays — Charles Dickens. Abra- 
ham Lincoln, George Washington, Frederick Chopin. 


Harry Jackson captures the spirit 
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of the west in bronze 


iiiiimi 


By Julia Prodis 
The Associated Press 


CAMAIORE. Italy — Sip- 
ping cappuccino in an out- 
door cafe in this cobble- 
stoned Mediterranean vil- 
lage, artist Harry Jackson 
looks oddly out of place. 

In weathered cowboy hat 
and boots, blue suspenders 
stretched taut over his hefty 
belly, be looks like he’d be 
more comfortable swigging a 
shot of whiskey at a saloon in 
bis hometown of Cody. 
Wyoming. 

But the 67-year-old, white- 
bearded. bespectacled artist 
is surprisingly at ease in this 
provincial town on the south- 
ern tip of the Italian riviera. 
Caring little for the expecta- 
tions of the world’s art com- 
munity. Jackson follows "a 
drum no one else seems to 
hear." 

During an interview. Jack- 
son, who splits his time be- 
tween Cody and Camaiore, 
recounted the varied stages 
of his career, which has taken 
him from the abstract ex- 


pressionist tnovemenf to 
realistic bronze sculptures of 
the old west. 

*7 feel so comfortable in 
both places and the quality of 
comfort I feel , the quality of 
rightness that I feel, is very 
homogeneous." he said.' "It 
is a fascination with the life 
force, the will to follow your 
lestiny. " 

And that's just what he’s 
been doing since he left his 
mother's lunchroom at the 
Chicago stockyards when be 
was 14 and hitchhiked west. 


He landed a job as a hand at 
the Pitchfork jRanch near 
Meeteetse, Wyoming, his 
"spiritual birthplace." 

He wanted to be a cowboy 
— to punch cows, pull calves, 
rope strays, shoot rattles- 
nakes. Now he's sculpting 
them. 

Jackson established a stu- 
dio and foundry in this arti- 
sans' village some 30 years 
ago and has been coming 
back ever since, creating in- 
ternationally acclaimed 
bronzes of cowboys and Indi- 
ans — some of which have 
graced die White House and 
the collections of Queen Eli- 
zabeth II and the metropoli- 
tan Museum of Art. 

John Walker, the director 
emeritus of the National Gal- 
lery of Art in Washington, 
once described Jackson as the 
most significant western artist 
since Frederic Remington. 

Jackson’s larger-than-life 
statue of Sacajawea, the 
young Indian woman who 
guided the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition through the 
Rocky Mountains, stands in 
front of a small chapel on the 
outskirts of Camaiore. A 
child peeks from behind her 
robes. 

"I kidded them into think- 
ing she was a Madonna and 
child, "Jackson said. "If art is 
worth a damn, it will have a 
universal quality that trans- 
cends the subject matter.” 

Jackson ’ s art is as robust as 
his character, expressing the 
same contradictions of the 
humorous and profound, 
strength and sensitivity . 
irreverence and respect. He 


swears and spits and bellows, 
yet just as easily drifts into 
melancholy and wistfulness. 

“ Harry can order a glass of 
water and a toothpick and it 
can sound like a declaration 
of war. ” one of his appren- 
tices once said. 

The artist conveys in his 
works the same dogged spirit 
of those who settled the west. 

It can be seen in the bronze 
faces of Wyoming cowboy 
Slim Whitt rescuing a calf in a 
blizzard in Jackson’s Safe 
And Sound, and bronc buster 
Clayton Danks riding famous 
bucking horse steamboat in 
Two Champs. 

A sculpture of John Wayne 
leading the charge in The 
Marshal personifies the 
Duke's 'TU kiss you or 111 
kill you ” look, Jackson said. 

His newest work , The Vic- 
tory, depicts an Indian war- 
rior in full battle regalia 
clutching the bloody scalp of 
an enemy and releasing a 
primal scream. 

To Jackson , The Victor 
conveys the spirit of victory 
be felt after three days of 
battle on Tarawa in the Gil- 
bert Islands of the South 
Padiic in World War II. 

"I’ve come back with the 
full war bonnet of the van- 
quished. I’ve killed ... I've 
scalped him and I'm ecsta- 
tic," Jackson said in describ- 
ing the work. 

In the late 1940s and early 
’50s, he was considered one 
of the most promising ab- 
stract expressionists. He and 
Jackson Pollock had taken 
New York by storm with 
their wild abstract creations. 


But the swirls and splatters 
of paint lost their appeal and 
Jackson did the unforgivable. 
He turned his back on the 
avant-garde and embraced 
western realism — thought 
by the New York set to be 
old-fashioned and worthless. 

As Jackson embarked on 
his trip to Europe to srudy 
the old masters. Pollock told 
him he was nuts, a traitor. It 
was then that he discovered 
Camaiore, down the coast 
from the Carrara marble 
quarry frequented by Miche- 
langelo centuries ago. Jack- 
son decided he wanted to set 
up shop there. 

Undaunted, Jackson went 
on to shock the art world by 
reintroducing paint to the tra- 
ditional bronze patina, illu- 
minating his subjects in living 
and sometimes surreal col- 


ours. 

The Beverly Hills 
Architectural Review Board 
in 1984 demanded he strip 
the paint off a monument of 
John Wayne . commissioned' 
for the Great Western Finan- 
cial Corporation on Wilshire 
Boulevard. 

Furious — and calling 
board members “ pea brains ” 
— he complied. 

To do so is a rarity for 
Jackson , who has a cele- 
brated reputation for doing it 
bis way or no way.. 

He refused to bow to the 
'rules and regulations of the 
Cowboy Artists of America 
and was “throwed out, ” and 
defied the cartel of art deal- 
ers, whom he calls “pimps , ” 
by refusing to sell bis works 
through them. 


On The Wings of Eaghs 


(To Fadiyab, a woman of courage) 


By Em Yaghi 


HIGH above Palestinian mountains, a long eagle bung 
almost motionless in the dear summer sky. Far below , it 
spotted an ideal hunting area — a long ridge covered with 
open green vegetation. The eagle glided down, then Dew 
ha st and low on one side of the ridge. Suddenly it 
plummeted earthward. Fifty metres away, on the other side 
of the crest , a rabbit was feeding, unaware of the 
forthcoming danger. Even as the frightened bare turned to 
run . the hunter struck , killing it outright with its talons. 

That same day, in a nearby village of Palestine, a 
40-year-old widow named Fadiyab, accompanied by her two 
sons, Kama!, 19 and Bassam, 20, went to visit some 
relatives. As Fadiyah sat in her cousin ’s house with her sons 
and relatives drinking a cup of herb-scented tea , they heard 
a loud noise in the street. Jamal the younger son dressed in 
faded blue jeans, the traditional garb of the young, said, 
“Well, there’s the sound we all recognise and are famili ar 
with. That's the military truck. Wonder what those friends 
are up to now? Something most be happening !” 

Fadiyah’s face turned ashen. She could feel her heart 
pound faster but all she could say was, “ God help ns all and 
deliver us from the dutches of these evil demons /” 

She looked at her children and her relatives. No one 
moved, no one spoke and the room they were sitting in 
seemed to moan with a silence filled with dread. Soon , a 
group of soldiers shouted outside the house and then their 
wooden truncheons beat on the beige metal door. Fadiyah 
ordered her sons, “Quick, go into the other room and be 
quiet. We are only visitors, so it’s probably just a routine 
check for demonstrators. ” 

The boys obeyed and instantly bounded into the adjoin- 
ing rooms. Fadiyah’s cousin went to answer the door. Five 
Israeli soldiers forced themselves inside the house and one 
demanded with a snarl, “‘Where are the boys?” 

When they received no reply, they hurried to search the 
rooms, turning tables, chairs, cupboards and everything in 
sight upside down . In a few minutes, they came oat with 
Kama! and shoved him towards the door. Fadiyah , 
horrified, gulped the fear that stuck in her throat and 
slashed at her heart and half begging, half crying , pro- 
tested, “Why are you taking my son? He's done nothing. 
We were here in the house a II the tune and are but visitors. 
Please let him go!" 

The soldiers, as though deaf, ignored her and proceeded 
to drag her son away, her son , the tender sapling that she 
had sacrificed all her being for. that she had carefully raised 
until he bad finally neared manhood and now these beasts 
were snatching him from her. “No, no, you can't take him 
away! He’s done nothing, he’s innocent. Please, in the 
name of God, have mercy and leave hi m alone!” the 
mother shrieked. 

But the soldiers knew neither mercy nor God. As she 


lamented, she grabbed one of the bldicrs and tried to 
wrest her son from the iron grip he wi in. Another sofdjcr 
rammed the frantic mother on her shower with h is fist and 

yelled . “Shut ftp! Shut up!" 

But she dung to the soldier who bekher son , crying and 
screaming, “ Leave my son. He's innofyt / tell you ! He’s 
done nothing. He's guilty of nothing 


No answer. She looked at her son's tightened eyes so 
much like the eyes of the hunted bare fought wit* all 

her might to free him. A soldier who standing a few 

feet away from her raised his gun and shorter with a plastic 
bullet. She felt something explode insit her head. 

The soldiers paid no attention to tbestricken mother 
who collapsed on the cold cement floor. Blood spattered 
down on her clothes and dotted in a puple around her. 
Not caring if she was dead or alive, theybughty dragged 


one of their 


in a hospital 
her arm. Pain 
free hand up 
dage where 
ingle eye was 
iscovered the 
d. she asked. 


Kama! to their truck and took off tow. 
dreaded slaughter houses. 

When Fadiyah awoke . she found he. 
ward, laying on a bed with an IV attached 
tore through her bead and gzoggily she put 
to touch the centre of soreness and found 
her eye had once been. Hie sight in he 
distorted' and hazy. She squinted and 
misshapened figure of her cousin. Still d 
“What happened? Why am I here? Where 'staraal, did the 
soldiers take him ? Where’s Bassam ?" \ 

Her cousin jumped up and came to Fadiw's bed , put 
her arms around her and said , “Don't worryThe soldiers 
took Kam a!, but he's done nothing wrong, soyn sure he’ll 
be back soon. Bassam’s ail right and stayingvith us. He 
insisted on coming with me to the hospital , ba t wouldn't 
let him until things calm down a bit. Perhaps it y II be O.K. 
if be comes to see you in a few days. He *s veiy encemed. ” 

Fadiyah groaned. The scenes of her sor$ capture 
flooded her mind. She remembered bis trighfe, 
she remembered the soldier point his gun at h 
her head had exploded. Immediately the truth 
had lost her eye and even as she tried to focus wA the eye 
that was left, she couldn’t. She turned to her c&sin and 
faintly saw a blurred face with a voice coming)jrom it. 

Who would be brave enough to tell Fadiyah f^r soon 
her other eye would have to be removed too becain it was 
destroyed by the plastic bullet? Who could tell her 
son Kama I ever returned to her, she would never 
see him or her other son Bassam again? Who coult 
to her that she would never see the clear blue Pah 
sky, a red rose, a violet sunset, the emerald wate, 
Mediterranean or the wind part on the wings ofeaglAwbo 
flew free not top far away over Palestinian mouteins 
because Israeli soldiers bad brutally gouged ouYthe 
windows of her soul. Can there be peace? Will thereover 
be peace, and if so, can Fadiyah ever be reimbursed ft 
loss/torture of her son and for the loss of her ey 


eyes and 
and how 
her. She 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Jan. 30 


830 The Simpsons 


Bart Simpson is knocked 
down by Mr. Pen’s car. Mr. 
Simpson demands a big some 
of money as compensation 
but Mrs. Simpson tells a 
different story in court. 


830 NBA Basketball 


10:00 News in English 
10:20 Movie Of The Week 


Eyes Of Witness 

A big New York business- 
man travels to Kenya to bring 
back his daughter who works 
there as a volunteer doctor 
with her boy-friend. ‘ 


Friday, Jan. 31 


8:30 Lenny 

Lenny, his wife and the 


children visit parents. 


9:10 Derrick 
Doctor Prestel 


Violence may take many 
shapes and forms ... but it 
always breeds violence. 



colleague’s fault. 


10:00 News in En gKsh 


10:20 The Elite 


Tuesday, Fab. 4 


830 Evening Shade 

Coach becomes a Western 
movie star. 


9:10 Colour In The Creek 

Alec and Robbie recover 
from being bypotised by Mr. 
Eckman and quickly leave 
the magic place believing 
what they have experienced. 


1030 News in En gH*& 


Teecb Wednesday at 8:30 


10:00 News in English 


1030 Chancer 
Pretenders 


Stephen uncovers miscon- 
duct in Douglas Motors 
accounts, and the accountant 
resigns and Robert Douglas’ 
missing son returns home. 


on the true story of the two 
Florida girts somehow swap- 
ped in a hospital nursery and 
ranted for a decade by the 
wrong biological parents. 


1030 Mini-Series 


Continuation of Switched At 
Birth 


1030 G.B.H. 

Only Here On A Message 
Michael Murray is popular, 
powerful and corrupt. He is 
the local politician who 
knows what it is tike to be 
bated and who needs to be 
loved. 


Sunday, Feb. 2 


830 Empty Nest 


Saturday, Feb. 1 


830 America's Famous Home 


930 Encounter 


Barbara finds a new boy- 
friend and she introduces 
him to her father. Later , un- 
fortunately, she finds out that 
be is going out with another 
girl. 


The mix-up of the two- 
children first comes to tight in 
1988 when one of the 
mothers proves that one of 
the girls who subsequently 
died of ai heart disease was 
.not related to her assumed 
parents. 


Wednesday, Feb. 5 


830 Teecb 

Who will win the elec 
for president? 


Monday, Feb. 3 


8:30 Hey Dad 


930 For The Sake Of The 
Children 


1030 News in English 

1030 Mini-Series 

Switched At Birth 
Switched At Birth is a four- 


9:10 Documentary — Equinox 

The Winning Streak 

What does it take to be- 
come an Olympic athlete? 
This programme sheds light 


Martin's secretary, Betty, 
never runs out of ideas to 
force her employer to give 
her a raise. 


9:10 CBmate And Mm 

Child Of The a/mate 

Humans are in feel 
dren of the climate ai 
mate change produces 
ral changes. 


10:00 News in Ifagffcfr 


9:10 Capital City 


on this issue with special 
focus on the east German 
approach- 


hour drama , which is based 1030 News in English 


Leonard asks Declan to 
follow up a client's wish to 
liquidate bis Dutch gilder 
assets, but the transfer does 
not go through because of a 


1030 Prime Suspect 
Although the witness coi 
opLMentify George Mario 
VC1 Tennison follows 1 
instincts , but can notprodi 
evidence and her boss ai 
her to leave tfre case. 


-.3 


The Elite go to the Souti 
Pacific to investigate a ree, 
that threatens to kill an is- 
land, then work on stopping sr 
leaking oil tanker and clear a ; 
problem between loggers , 
mill owners and demonstra- 
tors who want to preserve 
nature. 








Lelouche, where she played 
the part of a young woman 
sentenced to 15 years in pris- 
on for theft and attempted 
murder. And Le Dernier 
M6tro by the late Francois 
Truffaut, in 1980. She played 
the part of the director of a 
Paris theatre whose husband 
bad to hide in order to escape 
persecution by the Nazis. 
That year the film won her 
the C6sar for the best actress. 

A capable woman 

The star has rarely 
accepted to undress on 
screen. Francois Truffaut had 
the greatest difficulties to get 
her to accept certain scenes in 
La Sirene Du Mississippi 
(1970). She confided to Life 
magazine: “J am shy, very 
shy, contrary to what people 
may think. Playing nude is 
torture for me. I had to drink 
several glasses of vodka be- 
fore being able to face the 
filming of certain scenes in 
Belle De Jour. , 

She may be shy but she is a 
capable woman , well able to 
cope with her success. She 
has created her own produc- 
tion company in order to 
have a say in the career of 
her films. An unexpected 
side of a character who is 
female right to her fingertips 
is that in the heat of the 


lobby in favour of abortion 
on demand, she belonged to 
the “ Choisir ” movement. 
However, she has never been 
seen demonstrating in the 
streets with a banner in her 
hand. 

Her dynamism reveals 
astonishing vitality. “ She 
runs on energy." those who 
work with Catherine claim. 
She hates routine and likes 
the unexpected. But she is 
less sure of herself than she 
appears to be and b often 
ridden with doubt. “She is a 
perfectionist who always 
fern not doing things proper- 
ly they add. 

Catherine is divorced from 
the British photographer 
David Bailey. She has three 
children. One cf these is by 
Vadim with whom she fell 
madly in love at the time of 
Le Vice et la Vertu.” The 
second b Bailey’s son and the 
third, a little girl called 
Chiara, b the daughter of 
Marcello Mastroianni. 

Catherine b one of the rare 
French actresses who also 
works abroad. She has made 
films in London , in Cinned- 
ta , in Berlin and in Holly- 
wood. For foreign directors, 
she remains one of the ten 
safe bets on the international 
screen. 

At present, she is the 
heroine of La Reine Blanche 


, By Pierre Albert Lambert 

Catherine Deneuve is the female ideal 
of the French* A recent survey reveals 
tbatsl&isatsothe favourite star of the 
15 te 20 year-oMs. The British and the 
■■■'r^Aaaericsuas caff her *Hha French loading 
lady*” * % shewing in the cinema 
k '% : bow, and another being shot confirm 
defeat Catharine Deneuve has no in tention 

Of quitting . 


PARIS •— If courtesy pre- 
, ' ' . vents one bom citing Cather- 
]; -jne Deneuve’s age, it should 
: ' 7 he remembered that in 1964 
she was already a screen suc- 
-"j - cess with Jacques Demy's Pa- 
raploies De Cherbourg (win- 
. ; ner of the Pabne d’Or (Gol- 
~ Palm Award) at the Can- 
nes Festival). This charming 
.. musical , full of tender 
/ " humour and emotion, en- 
V hanced the star’s image as a 
blonde Madonna. 

Catherine, who was bom 
: m Paris, b the daughter of 
. ■ actors and she made her Him 

- ■d£but at the age of 13 in 
: : movies which are forgotten 
today. It was Roger Vadim, 
' the Pygmalion of female 
- stars, who revealed her to the 
public in 1962 with Le Vice et 
' la Vertu,, based on Sade (she 
' played Virtue). 

For a long time she gave 
. the appearance of being the 
■ .pure, smooth young woman. 


the classy bourgeoise. This 
was a misleading image as the 
actress had other resources. 
Roman Polanski was die first 
to sense this when be offered 
her the female part in Repul- 
sion in 1965. The public then 
discovered an astonishingly 
convincing schizophrenic De- 
neuve, who committed one 
bloody murder after another. 

With Belle de Jour (1967) 
and Tristans (1970) in which 
she plays a young nurse, Lub 
Bunuel also took her out of 
the rather insipid kind of rdle 
that most film-directors con- 
fined her to. 

In two other films, at that 
time, she revealed great 
psychological possibilities, 
with her natural ease: Ben- 
jamin, by Michel Deville, 
andManon 70 by Jean Aurel. 

These were two rdles of uo- 
satis bed love seeking some- 
thing more. 


Catherine Oenenrve 

Other striking successes 
among the sixty or so Sims 
she has made include: "La 
Vie De CbSteau by J.P. Rap- 
peneau (1966), Les De- 
moiselles De Rochefort by 
Jacques Demy (1967), Le 


Sauvage also by Rappeneau 
with Yves Montand, which 
won her the Golden Bambi 
for the best actress, in 
Munich in 1976. 

Then there was Si c’Etait 6 
Kefaire (1976) by Claude 
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Catherine Deneuve — the everlasting star 


c 



Catherine Deneuve in Parapluies De Cher- 
bourg which won the Golden Palm Award at 
the Cannes Film Festival* 


by Jean-Loub Hubert, a Sim 
which is a box-office success. 
In it, the star can be seen 
peeling potatoes (very well), 
just like any housewife. 

Today, in the setting of Ha 
Long Bay in Vietnam, 
Catherine Deneuve is making 
Indochine , under the direc- 


tion of Regis Wargnier. It is a 
love story between a French 
naval officer and the daugh- 
ter of a rubber-tree planter. 
The action takes place in the 
30s when the first signs of 
anti-colonialism appear. This 
Sim is expected to be a big hit 
— L’Actualite En France. 





‘Lost musical’ series highlights forgotten shows 


By Matt Wolf 

• > The Associated Press 

. LONDON — The 1991 
theatre year in London saw 
no fine/ musical moment 
than singer Mandy More 
melting her way into the title 
‘ number from “ Do I Hear a 
Waltz?” 

It was a standing-room- 
only revival of a show that 
. died on Broadway in 1965 
after 220 performances, the 

victim of public apathy and 

inffghting among cast and 
rj creators. 

* Ok, it was one of only five 
Sunday afternoon perform- 
ances in a 100-seat bouse at 
the Theatre Museum in Co- 
vent Garden, but a triumph 
nonetheless for the “ Discov- 
er the Lost Musicab" series. 

"It’s a feeling of, * Ob my 
God: To see it at last’” said 
Ian Marshall Fbher, the im- 
presario' of the series which 
has now completed three sea- 
sons of resuscitating the 
• shows that got away. 

These are concert perform- 
ances, not full productions. 


with singers in tuxedos and 
gowns appearing with scripts 
in hand. It began in 1990 with 
Harold Rome’s 1954 "Fan-, 
ny” and continued with Rod- 
gers and Hammerstein s 
"Allegro” and Leonard 
Bernstein’s “ Trouble in 
Tahiti/' 

Forgotten works by such 
broadway greats as Richard 
Rodgers, Frank Loesser, 
Kurt Weill and Stephen Son- 
dheim have been in the 
lineup. 

“We’re looking at golden 
eggs that were laid all those 
years ago , ” Marshall fisher, 
a garrulous 35-year-old, said 
of a project which costs 
roughly $18,000 per season. 

"All we ever get in London 
or New York b the usual 
revival of whatever the big 
show was, or the latest multi- 
million dollar hyped extrava- 
ganza,” be said. 

“My idea was quite firm 
from the beginning, to in- 
clude material by the very 
finest of writers that we just 
didn’r known. ” 


By hb autumn 1991 sea- 
son, word was out . There 
were tumaway crowds for all 
three shows — Loesser 's 
“ Greenwillow . ” Rodgers and 
Sondheim’s " Do I Hear a 
Waltz? and Weill and Alan 
Jay Lemer’s “ Love Life.” 

The performers are West 
End professionab, some of 
whom were appearing in 
current flops — “The Hunt- 
ing of the Snark, ” for exam- 
ple — even as they were 
reviving old failures on their 
one day off. 

The results have been re- 
velatory. 

In “Do I Hear a Waltz?” 
Librettist Arthur Laurents 
adapted bb play, “ The Time 
of the Cuckoo, ” into a sweet 
and touching tale of holiday 
romance between an unmar- 
ried American woman and a 
dashing Venetian. 

Seen anew 25 years later, 
the score shines with such 
songs as “ Moon in My Win- 
dow” and “ This Week Amer- 
icans. ” 

The series' next selection. 


“ Love Life,” took a stark 
glance at modem marriage, 
examining 150 years in the 
lives of a couple who learn — 
to quote the chorus — that 
“ reality is really misery.” 

“It’s like airing a live ex- 
hibit.” Marshall Fisher said 
of the show, a 1948 flop that 
lasted 252 performances. 
“Where else would you see 
this show complete, all the 
words spoken, at such a high 
level of performance?” 

Mario Mercado, director 
of programmes for the Kurt 
Weill Foundation controb 
the rights to the German 
composer's work, called the 
“ Lost Musicals” series “an 
absolutely great and essential 
enterprise. ” 

“These are fragile pieces , 
so if the work is mistreated or 
poorly performed, it can 
cause more harm than good. ” 
be said by telephone from 
New York. 

The series represents a 
genuine achievement for 
Marshall fisher, who came to 
his interest in musicals 


through a childhood in Lon- 
don spent at the movies. 

“For some reason. I picked 
up very quickly that old Rims 
are fun, and often old fihns 
that are fun are musicals , ’’ he 
said. 

West End musicals fol- 
lowed. but Marshall Fisher is 
no fan of the genre now. 

“ Musicab once had impor- 
tant scores, important 
books.” he said. “ What pro- 
ducers now give the audience 
is spectacle , the equivalent of 
a Cecil B. Demille film. ” 

Still, he realises what he 
has created and has begun to 
think in terms recordings, if 
other like-minded folk don’t 
get there first. “Love Life,” 
for instance, is due to be 
recorded by EMI this year, 
with Thomas Hampson and 
Judy Kaye as the leads. 

Marshall Fisher hopes to 
find a larger venue beyond 
the tbreatre museum’s nar- 
row 100-seat auditorium with 
its awkward sightlines. He b 
auditioning alternative sites 
for his upcoming season. 


which will begin May 3 and 
run through October. 

Although the selection has 
yet to be finalised, it will 
likely include Moss Hart’s 
“Jubilee,” Rodgers and 
Hart's “By Jupiter," Dorothy 
Fields and Arthur Schwartz's 
“A Tree Grows in Brooklyn” 
and a revival of “Do I Hear a 
Waltz?” 

Next November, the “Lost 
Musicals” series makes its 
American debut, with con- 
cert performances at the 
Smithsonian in Washington 
of “ Allegro ” and “Do I Hear 
a Waltz?” 

Does Marshall Fisher 
spend bb time scanning the 
list of current flops, spying 
tomorrow’s “ Lost Musicals” 
among today’s discards? 

No way. he says, balking at 
the suggestion that he mount 
this Broadway's season noto- 
rious goner, “ Nick and 
Nora, ” which closed Dec. 15. 

“Most of those New York 
musicab I haven’t seen,” he 
deadpans. “I’m not very keen 
on contemporary work.” 



Exporting laughter 


By Robert Shelton 

LONDON — British comedy 
actor Derek Nimmo smiles 
when he says: “I’m actually 
in the export business. Our 
touring theatre troupes per- 
form comedies in nearly 30 
countries. In these stressful 
.days. I’m happy to say, an 
evening of laughter can 
become a valuable thing for 
people everywhere.” 

Nimmo is a familiar face on 
British screens, large and 
small. A veteran of 30 years 
in London's fhreafre district, 
the West End, he's also an 
author, and a popular after- 
dinner speaker. For the last 
25 .years, he's also been the 
London manager of Intercon- 
tinental Entertainment Ltd., 
a Hong Kong- based mobile 
tftr&tre troupe. The British 
* Airways Dinner Theatre, as 
it is formally known, has the 
global airline as its sponsor. 
And with BA in an expan- 
sionist mood these days, 
things are looking brighter 
; , than ever for Nimmo's pim- 
We troupers. 

He chooses the casts, orga-; 
rises rehearsals and then tries 
to attend the opening of as 
many shows as he can. To 
audiences around the world, 
he has sent out such great 
wits as the dry-humoured 
start of the Avengers TV 
series, Patrick MacNee. Nim- 
rae’s mirthful casts come in 
til sizes, from the 
heavyweight Peggy Mount to 
tiy, slim John Inman. Since 
’■he tours are almost like a 


working holiday for many 
actors, Nimmo says he's al- 
ways got a lot of talent from 
which to choose. 

Bubbly actress Judy Bux- 
ton recalls a strange experi- 
ence for her company during 
a lull in the Gulf war: “We 
could see the huge American 
hospital ship, the Comfort, 
while we were having a Boat- 
ing picnic in an exotic dhow 
right in the Gulf,” she says. 
“ We’d played in Kuala Lum- 
pur, Malaysia, then Hong 
Kong before moving to the 
Gulf area. In time of war, 
there’s always great interest 
in performers who can help 
relieve the tensions.” 

Nimmo notes that one of 
the great ironies for him is 
that the actors he sends 
abroad often live a lot better 
on the road than be does. 
“I’m in a grotty hotel in 
Newcastle, for instance, and 
they're rollicking around in 
some five star de luxe hostel- 
ry in Singapore. I’m trying to 
survive some dreadful pro- 
vincial food, while they’re 
drinking champagne and nib- 
bling gourmet grub , ” he says 
with mock pain. 

Most of the time the shows 
are put on in five star hotels. 
“ Not always Nimmo has- 
tens to add, trying to be 
diplomatic about a one-night 
stand at an oasis near Abu 
Dhabi where they played. 
“But it can be top-flight 
hotels, in Jakarta or Penang. 
Since last year, we’ve been 
going to the new hotel in 
Peking. ” There are often sur- 


prises. like the 600-room 
modem hotel in Abuja, the 
new capita 1 of Nigeria. “The 
hotel is so modern, but it’s 
surrounded by mud huts.” 
the actor-manager explains. 
“ And the doorman just might 
have a bow and arrow over 
bis shoulder." 

If Nimmo and his troupers 
have a bit of fun at the 
contrasts of their venues, 
they’re anything but old colo- 
nials in attitude. “If people 
can laugh together, they’ll 
respect and come to under- 
stand each other all the 
easier,” he says. Still, be 
can’t help bur recall with 
amusement how a TV inter- 
viewer in Lagos insisted on 
asking him about satanic sex, 
the tendency of married men 
to have affairs , and other 
matters of which he professed 
total ignorance. 

Since it is in the very na- 
ture of touring actors to have 
one crisis after the other, he 
can regale an audience with 
details of mishaps, like the 
time when a request for a 
simple telephone kiosk to go 
on stage yielded one that was 
an unmanageable 60 feet tall. 

The company is managed 
by Hong Kong barrister Gil- 
bert Rodway, a Hong Kong 
Q.C. According to Nimmo , 
“ choice of material is terribly 
important, and we are always 
sensitive to local traditions. 
You would not want to stage 
Jeffrey Bernard Is Unwell, 
no matter how big a hit it was 
in London , in any country 
where drinking is frowned 


upon. And Papua New 
Guinea, is hardly right for 
There’s A Girl In My Soup. 
Our conversation backstage 
at the Threat re Royal, 
Brighton, was interrupted by 
a visit from John Inman who 
starred in the Mother Goose 
pantomime this Christmas. 
“Derek sent me to the island 
of Guam and then to Bergen, 
Norway.” Inman chimed in. 
“How is that for variety?” 

Of all the productions he’s 
shipped overseas, Nimmo 
says. Run For Your Wife 
must be “the most popular. ” 
It’s about a taxi driver who 
has one wife in North Lon- 
don and another in South 
London. The original idea 
behind the dinner threatre 
was to provide entertainment 
for the expatriate colony or 
Britons on holiday in foreign 
climes. Such is the interest in 
British threatre , however, 
that 90 per cent of audiences 
in Cairo can be made up of 
locals , Nimmo reports. And 
in Singapore there is so much 
fervour for learning English 
that students pack every per- 
formance. When Busy Body 
played recently in Peking, 
there was a special perform- 
ance for Chinese students of 
English, as well. 

Nimmo believes strongly in 
the power of performances to 
influence how people think. 
“ I believe that TV caused the 
collapse of communism.” he 
declares. Just watch for the 
effects of satellite TV in Hong 
Kong, he adds. “Hollywood 
films may have long stoked a 



Derek Nimmo 


fantasy interest in the 
affluent California life, but it 
was day-to-day realism in TV 
news reports from Budapest 
and Berlin that fuelled all 
those anti-Communist upris- 
ings. ” 

Casts for the mobile dinner 
theatre have included top 
names like David Jason, Les- 
lie Phillips, Moira Lister, Pat- 
rick Cargill, Frank Thornton, 
Sheila Hancock and that 
seemingly indestructible 
veteran Dora Bryan. Among 
Nimmo’s own credits are 
stage hits with Charlie Girl, 
Why Not Stay For Breakfast? 
and Shut Your Eyes And 
Think Of England. His TV 
-hits include Oh Brother , The 
World Of Wooster, Life Be- 
gins At Forty and Third Time 


Lucky. 

Derek Nimmo’s films in- 
clude Casino Royale, The 
Amorous Prawn, Joey Boy, 
Talent For Loving, and One 
Of Our Dinosaurs Is Missing. 
He's written such bestsellers 
as Shaken And Stirred. Not 
In Front of The Servants , and 
Up Mount Everest Without 
A Paddle. 

He lives in Kensington, 
London, and Northampton- 
shire, and has three child- 
ren. As you may have 
gathered , he loves to travel, 
especially when it’s con- 
nected with his other great 
passion, making audiences of 
all shapes, sizes and ethnic 
backgrounds laugh — World 
News Link. 


Jean-Jacques 
Annaud’s The 
Lover gets 
mixed reviews 


By Marilyn August 
The Associated Press 

PARIS — Decaying colonial Saigon 
is the backdrop for an illicit, real- 
life love affair recounted in The 
Lover, the most ambitious film yet 
made on location in Vietnam. 


Based on Marguerite 
Duras' best-selling account of 
her steamy adolescent affair 
with a wealthy Chinese man 
in Saigon, the film is per- 
formed in English and 
directed by Jean-Jacques 
Annaud. The director’s box- 
office bits include In The 
Name of The Rose and The 
Bear. 

Two more French films set 
in colonial Indochina — Dien 
Bien Pbu by Pierre Schoen- 
doerffer. and Regis Warg- 
nier's Indochine — are sche- 
duled to open later this win- 
ter. 

The newspaper Liberation 
filled three pages with details 
about The Lover, a 130 mil- 
lion franc ($24 million) pro- 
duction which topped Cyrano 
De Bergerac as the costliest 
French film. 

“Stilted and indecisive, the 
Rim... is a little love story 
told with oversized images, ” 
wrote Liberation staffer 
Gera/d Lefort. “Annaud has 
simply Rimed a series of com- 
mercials where everything is 
beautiful. ” 

Indeed, the details are 
sheer perfection. The young 
girl’s worn-out rhinestone 
high heels stand in contrast to 
her lover’s impeccable white 
linen suit and his sleek, black 
limousine . Her sloppily ap- 
plied red lipstick gives away 
her youth and inexperience. 

Perspiring bodies, muddy 
streets teeming with life, 
pounding monsoon - rains, 
tranquil rice paddies along 
the brown Mekong River — 
such images linger after the 
story is forgotten. 

The simply story is about 
sexual passion between a 
beautiful, virginal 15-year- 
old, the daughter of a poor 
French school teacher , play- 
ed by British newcomer Jane 
March, and an idle Chinese 
aristocrat, played by Tony 
Leung. 

He proclaims his love while 
she wants only his caresses 
and his money. The rela- 
tionship ends when he agrees 


to an arranged marriage with 
a Chinese woman. 

The explicit love scenes are 
Rimed in a bedroom illumin- 
ated only by sunlight fi/fered 
through slatted shutters that 
open onto the bustling 
Chinese quarter of old 
Saigon. 

My job was Riming the 
emotion, the incredible thrill 
of love.” Annaud said. 

“ What's not simulated is the 
sensation of pleasure, of bliss. ” 

Annaud auditioned more 
than 1,000 Teenagers before 
he saw March, 17. in a British 
magazine and invited her to 
Paris. 

“Without her. we couldn't 
have made ■ the picture,” he 
said. “She has the talent of a 
tiger. Her fears, her emo- 
tions, she has everything, in- 
cluding the sense of silence 
that characterise all great 
performers. ” 

The Lover in book form 
has sold more than 22 million 
copies worldwide and has 
been translated into 43 lan- 
guages since its publication in 
1984. 

Veteran producer-director 
Claude Bern bought the Rim 
rights for an undisclosed sum 
and signed on Annaud as 
director. 

Annaud initially said 
Duras, the 76-year-old au- 
thor. was “ delicious to work 
with. ” Bui their relationship 
went sour. He accused her of 
trying to take control, while 
she, in a fury, wrote her own 
screen play based on the 
novel and published it as The 
Laver From Northern China. 

From then on it was war. 

“She saw herself as a 
living god before whom we 
were supposed to prostrate 
ourselves, mouths agape. 
That's not my style, and I. 
must have seriously annoyed 
her telling no mote often 
than yes , ” Annaud said in an . 
interview. 

So far, Duras has not com - ; 
mented publicly on the. 
movie . 


K 
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A facelift without tears 


By Heidi Munan 
SINGAPORE — These 
days, a Westerner who takes 
up acupuncture is no longer 
such a rarity. In recent years , 
more and more practitioners, 
dissatisfied with modern 
medicine, have beaten a path 
to the east to learn the art of 
curing with needles. 

But Anita Knechter has 
gone one step further. This 
European-born former 
pharmacist has not only stu- 
died qualiSed in general acu- 
puncture techniques, she has 
set herself up in practice to 
provide an unusual but much 
sought-after treatment — 
cosmetic acupuncture. At her 
Singapore clinic, Ms. Knech- 
ter offers the ultimate in 
cosmetic treatment, a facelift 
without surgery. For her pati- 
ence , there is no operating 
theatre, no anaesthetic, no 
side effects and uo fears of. 
slips of the scalpel. 

Nor, perhaps surprisingly , 
do Ms. Knechter’s clients re- 
semble pincushions during 
treatment. “Not all the re- 
levant points are in the face , ” 
explained Knechter. “Some 
are on the neck or chest. The 
points on the foot and up to 
the knee , on the hand and up 
to the elbow are the most 
commonly used ones for all 
purposes, not just cosmetic. ” 

In fact, Chinese physicians 
practicing in former times 
were never allowed to treat 
female patients face to face. 
They had to prescribe and 
carry out treatment through a 
curtain. The women who 
sought their professional 
skills were invariably high- 
ranking and wealthy, and 
modestly extended hall an 
arm or leg for the doctor's 
manipulations. If cosmetic 
acupuncture was being admi- 
nistrated, he would almost 
certainly never seen the face 
he bad been commissioned to 
keep beautiful. 

Acupuncture facelifts work 
by inserting needles in 
selected ear and body-points 
to stimulate the muscles of 
the head, face and neck and 
increase the blood Bow in 
those areas. “The resulting 
warmth converts into a mi- 


nute electrical charges. This 
charge feeds the muscles, 
nerves and lymph channels," 
said Mr. Knechter. 

The treatment is slower 
than a surgical facelift. Ms. 
Knecbter's patients come 
twice-weekly for a session 
which involves needles being 
placed in the relevant points , 
as well as lessons in self- 
massage and acupressure 
after-care. After treatment, 
says Ms. Knechter, “ the face 
will radiate with health." 

“This is for two reasons , ” 
she said. “One, the clogged 
meridians (points in the hu- 
man body where energy is 
concentrated) in the face 
have been cleared. This 
brings energy to the nerves, 
skin and underlying tissue, 
which firms up and fills in to 
erase wrinkles. Two, many of 
the body’s meridians start 
and end in the face. By stimu- 
lating these , general health is 
improved. Nagging sinus, 
kidney, lung , heart and diges- 
tive complaints are alleviated 
as a side-effect of cosmetic 
acupuncture. Many patients 
are freed of headaches they 
had imagined were normal 
adjuncts of increasing age .” 

Ms. Knechter’s interest in 
acupuncture was sparked ty 
a visit from a biend to her 
home in Singapore. For 
years, he had been suffering 
bom a suppurating birthmark 
on the sole of his foot. But 
with acupuncture, his lifelong 
affliction cleared up im- 
mediately. Ms. Knechter, a 
trained pharmacist, decided 
to find out more about a 
technique she had certainly 
heard about, but always cons- 
idered to be a crank therapy, 
something to do with spells 
and astrology. 

As she investigated, she 
learned that Chinese medical 
theory was based on a con- 
cept of health and sickness, 
prevention and healing that 
was totally different bom the 
one she had learned during 
her own training. Western 
medicine considers most ill - 
ness to be caused by outside 
influences such as germs, 
viruses and bacteria. Chinese 
physicians maintain that 


energy present in the human 
body has to be perfectly ba- 
lanced for good health to 
prevail. Energy Bows in an 
intricate system of channels 
throughout the body , they 
say. If one channel becomes 
blocked , lax or over-active, 
illness will result. 

Although invisible, the 
body's energy streams can be 
measured electronically, says 
Ms. Knechter, who did her 
basic acupuncture training 
under a stem Chinese teacher 
in Singapore. She recalls how 
she not only bad to re-Ieam 
her medical theories, she also 
had to re-think some of her 
attitudes. Western education 
prompts students to ask the 
question why. But Ms. 
Knechter remembers how 
her teacher, a certain Mr. 
T.T. Ang, repeatedly told 
her: “You just have to accept 
what Isay, not question me. ” 

For three years, Ms Knech- 
ter studied bow to located the 
energy-carrying meridians in 
the human body, as well as 
the Latin names and numbers 
of the thousands of acupunc- 
ture points. She and the other 
students were instructed to 
mark the points to show they 
bad absorbed the informa- 
tion. Before they were un- 
leashed on patients, they had 
to practice using the needles 
on each other. 

Then came the time to go 
to Peking to do her practical 
work. Here, in one of the 
city's hospitals, Ms. Knechter 
was assigned as a houseman, 
doing an eight-hour stub, 
side by side with junior 
Chinese practitioners. En- 
glish is the language univer- 
sally used in working with the 
system of meridian numbers. 
For Ms. Knechter, it was 
often the only way she had of 
communicating with her 
Chinese-speaking colleagues. 

She found her Peking ex- 
perience to be an eye-opener. 
By Western standards, the 
hospital was very poorly 
equipped. But the patients 
were cheerful. They turned 
up in batches of 10 and pa- 
tiently waited their turn. 
None showed the slightest 
objection . nor any great sur- 


prise at being treated by a 
foreigner, she says. Each car- 
ried a card with a diagnosis 
and the points needing treat- 
ment written on it — in 
Chinese characters. If Ms. 
Knechter wanted to question 
a patient further, she had to 
use an interpreter. She 
marked the points on the 
patient’s body, the supervisor 
checked for accuracy, then 
the needles were gently in- 
serted. 

A qualified acupuncturist 
since 1987 , Ms. Knechter 
now practices in Singapore, 
deftly balancing the demands 
of her work and her family. 
“My husband travel s a kit 
professionally. My son is 
quite used to having Mom at 
work for certain hours of the 
day,” she said. Besides 
cosmetic acupuncture, Ms. 
Knechter uses her needles to 
treat a whole gamut of illnes- 
ses, aches and pains. “More 
and more doctors are begin- 
ning to understand the value 
of alternative medicine, ” she 
said. “Some send me patients 
with sports injuries; acupunc- 
ture replaces the heavy doses 
of painkiller and their side- 
effects.'’ 

One of Knechter’s diagnos- 
tic instruments is a laser sen- 
sor which is often used on a 
patient’s eais. This techni- 
que, christened ” anricu- 
lotherapie ” — ear therapy — 
by its French inventor, is 
based on the notion that each 
organ of the human body is 
reflected in the shell of the 
ear. As the sensor bead is 
moved along the outline of 
the patient’s ear, the instru- 
ment emits a beep if n regu- 
larities are detected. 

At that point, the therapist 
determines which points in 
the body need the needle, 
how deep it should be, 
whether it should be cold or 
warmed by a smoldering 
pinch of herbs. “One-way 
needles” have replaced the 
silver and gold instruments 
designed in medieval times. 
The modem ones are sold in 
plastic packs and discarded 
after use. 

Pa in responds well to acu- 
puncture: Rheumatism, 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


STANDARDIZED 
By Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 


i Egypt statesman 

39 "Watch on 

88 GkH and Stiver 

98 Climb 

6 Works by 

tfto — " 

70 Ready 

100 VaBeytj 

Shakes pa are 

41 Shoe pan 

7t Bird tats 

102 Maroie used in 

11 Helps In crime 

43 Fumac« ta odors 

73 Got tor Ballesteros 

games 

103 Concerning 

16 — Tuesday 

45 Smarts 

74 Baked goods 

17 Meal fastener 

46 3-n umber lottery 

78 Check 

105 Improper 

18 Cairn 

winner 

78 Broke apart 

107 Made public 

20 Poem divisions 

48 Bern natives 

80 Swarms 

108 Social reformer 

21 Performance by a 

49 Taking to court 

81 Anoani city on 

Lucrena • 

traveling group 

50 Suvflsh 

I he Nile 

109 Mae hope of 

24 J*D 

54 Winner 

83 Undercooked 

succeeding 

25 1 0150 

55 Succeeded 

84 Acropolis site 

112 Looks up io 

27 Move amckiy 

S8 TV producer 

86 Scolded 

114 Noses 

28 The King — 1 

Norman 

68 Coal miners 

115 School 

29 Brew 

59 Busy as — 

92 Cra« 

la diets 

30 Gunenberg 

61 Black and 

93 Sentimental 

116 Uke a wedding 

31 Seoul s tana 

Valentine 

amertainmern 

cake 

33 Fane 

63 Hence 

94 Permeate 

117 Gown 

34 Wading bird 

54 Merit's planet 

98 Eng. Charmer 

118 Adjust 

36 Mr Amaz 

65 Park leatu'e 

borough 

1 19 Used needle and 

38 Dracior Clair 

67 Pickpocket 

97 Bek) river 

thread 

□OWN 

i Memoare ol a 

19 Finale 

52 Testifies 

85 Secret meetings. 

religious wet 

20 Turk, cavalry 

S3 Trades 

86 Imams 

2 Composer ol 

member 

55 King ol Egypt 

problem 

"Rule Bnunrva 1 

22 Hired thugs 

55 Frequency 

87 At hand 

3 12 abfcr 

23 Small change 

distribution 

89 Drove 

4 Cal at see 

26 SIS 

57 — cut (solved) 

90 On cloud rune 

5 Examnud 

30 Snow comempi 

60 Nav oil 

91 Salamanders 

6 Decfamoorts of 

32 Bandleader Shaw 

62 Opera led 

93 Plant with edible 

disapproval 

35 Aquatic mammal 

66 Hard 

txibs 

7 Official policy 

37 Hawkeys Slate 

69 Dutch painter Jan 

95 Folds 

B 1 — Maria 

IB Put back in allice 

70 Purposes 

99 Hurls 

9 Cravngs 

40 Depend 

72 Cookie 

till Albert or 

ID Adhesive labels 

42 Malay bool 

73 Look after 

Cantor 

It On land 

44 Motorcycle 

75 Tears Into pieces 

104 — about 

12 Ms Mn* or 

support 

77 Auction actions 

lapprmhnaletv) 

13 SuPrvan and 

45 Beer 

79 TVesamety dut 

106 Fil up 

Asner 

47 Takes small 

persons 

107 Skm problem 

14 See you later 

ones 

8i Farm machine 

t08 Muddy ground 

15 Mktary mandate 

49 Kind ol grass 

82 Most run-down 

1 1D Expected 

ol a kind 

50 Knock lor — 

84 Carrier of a great 

lit integers, abbr. 

16 Ficried 

51 SawtAe part 

biaden 

113 Cage lor hawks 



Last Week'* Cryptoerang 


I. Twin boys, handy with look, split up their one shared bicycle Into two 
onicydes. 

Z. Friendly young ted lobbed his fresh orange to chnhby during orangutan al 
circus zoo. 

3. War} 1 lynx eyes red fox eying lambs on big dairy farm, growls a warning. 

4. Elderly elf lakes home three young elk he finds lying under an elm tree. 


Diagramless IS X 1 9. Br Martha .I. De Will 


ACROSS 
.1 Christmas song 
6 Dyed 
B Too 03d 1 
■2 Mused 
14 Appraises 
16 Rainer or Ouayle 
17 -Aviv 
18 Com holder 

20 Have — to p«* 

21 Part ol AM. 

23 Depaned 

24 Ton to was the — 
SKfekiGh 


29 Lava I rag marts 

30 ibe» and angora 


27 Deck m finery 

28 — room (place 
lor play) 

ra Iragr 
» and a 
31 Thompson 1 
33 Disunite 
35 Do sums 
38 Coiy or Laligue 
37 Harriet 
Beecher — 

40 Makes Oread 
42 Its capital is Luna 


43 CJorh measure m 
Eng. 

44 Gore and Glenn 
48 Ol the cheekbone 

51 Vietnam capital 

52 HtgnraRs it 
54 Singer Tonne 

56 Turn msMa out 

57 Stage personality 

60 She gets what 
sne wants 

61 Speak 
rapetmously 


62 Century plant 

63 Money player 

64 Miter* spring 

67 Feel regret 

68 One ol me 
Montagues 

69 States 
explicitly 

72 Understands 

73 Covers with a 
certain paint 

74 Manner ol 
speaking 


DOWN 

1 Food fisn 

2 Descended 

3 Memory 

4 vomai 

5 Permit 

6 Cores 

7 Adorn 

B Russ, sea 
9 Tod 

>0 Makes amends 

11 Stoic philosopher 

12 Tropical fruit 

13 Give 


15 Sun. talk 
IB Capered 
19 Tunisian rulers 

22 Toledo S 
water! rant 

23 Sounds ol 
distress 

25 Stage wtusper 

26 Exhaust 

27 jibe 

32 Crow Mi 
34 Ungainly cralt 
37 Madrid lady 


38 Characteristic 

39 Note) home 

40 Eruption 

41 The works 

42 uiysses wire 

43 Appear 

44 Relishes 

45 Bravo m 
Barcelona 

46 Tear 

47 Works by Swih 
45 Friends in 

Barcelona 


SB Bestow a new 
title an 
5> Maydey 1 
53 — de Mflp 
55 Dike 

58 Bent's river 

59 Antique bums 

64 wound reminder 

65 Indian 

66 Some 

70 Termmaie 

71 Under the 
weather 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

»■ I'lW MOTW QRBBWAWD XKW, XTC RNAIP PR 
LW, AKWXF QXDFBWD RM BOTAWKOTA 
C R N L F. —By Gordon Miller 

■2. NOZK TAKEN NR TRICK APDDIKT 
ABRCOUKT ER SLDLBU NR RPB ZKCNLI 
S K L 1 N S. — By Bd Huddlesan 

3. BARMIE AVLLNO PMOPXPO VRKPUB, 

RLQRUH RH TRBN RMO BRTRBPHE Z J 
HZOREU XPHRK HNBQMZKZLE, HZZI RM 
R G HZ «f R G. — By Rite Salveto 

4. IGO PQHIP-POMMS SUIPCHAPMAN CMGA 

OLIM POLIPMAN? — By Frank N. Slein 



SOLUTIONS OP 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 







facelifts. 


a pharmacist, acupuncturist Anita Knechter 


her needles to do comsetk: 


sciatica, lumbago, migraines 
as well as minor injuries such 
as sprains. So do sinus condi- 
tions and hayfever. Stroke 
victims have been known to 
improve dramatically if treat- 
ment is started soon after the 
attack. Ms: Knechter has 
beard of surgical operations 
being performed in China, 
using acupuncture as the only 
anaesthetic — for example in 
caesarian births, amputa- 
tions. and dental surgeij But 
she has never witnessed one. 


She remains guarded in her 
view of the extent to which 
acupuncture can be used to 
replace modem techniques 
altogether. “Chinese 
methods of keeping records 
and conducting experiments 
are quite different from 
ours,” she said. “They pub- 
lished successes without men- 
tioning failares. As for claims 
that acupuncture can cure 
cancer. . . I don’t believe 
that ” 

Ms. Knechter and her hus- 


band do not plan to remain in 
Singapore forever. They 
would Uke to settle in Spain, 
probably on the Balearic is- 
land of Mallorca. There, Ani- 
ta Knechter has visions of 
setting up a health and beau- 
ty farm, taking advantage of 
the growing interest in natu- 
ral and alternative healing 
methods now being shown in 
Europe. 

But she has no pretensions, 
she says, of trying to take the 
place of a regular physician. 


“I am not a doctor. Tm a 
health therapist,*' she said. 
‘I’m qualiSed to study the 

ratronf'c /vm/firinn rflaonne.* 


patient’s condition, (Bagnos* 
the illness and stimulate his 
body to promote self-healing. 
Acupuncture or the related 
practice of acupressure are 
not cures. They facilitate the 
body's natural impulse to- 
wards balance. When inter- 
nal energy Bows easily and 
well, the body systems oper- 
ate in harmony. This is 
health” — World News Link. 


•dose Vitamin A saves '. 
World children’s lives 


LONDON ( AP ) — A single 
megadose of Vitamin A re- 
duced the death rate among 
malnourished children in 
Nepal by 26 per cent, indicat- 
ing that a low-cost program- 
me could save millions of 
lives around the world, re- 
searchers report. 

The World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) estimates 
that 190 million preschool- 
age children worldwide are at 
risk of Vitamin A deficiency, 
which can lead to blindness, a 
weakend immune system or 
even death. 

Dr. Nile Daulaire, the 
chief investigator, said the 
total cost of treating each 
child against the deficiency 
was 20 cents — including the 
expense of the Vitamin, staff 
and management time. 

“There has never been a 
child survival intervention 
anywhere near this level of 
cost effectiveness,” be said. 

Dr. Daulaire is director of 
the International Centre for 


the Prevention and Treat- 
ment of Major Childhood 
Diseases, a private, non-pro- - 
fit organisation in Hanover, 
New Hampshire. 

The study, published in the 
Jan. 25 issue of the British 
Medical Journal, confirms 
earlier research and supports 
advocates of global Vitamin 
A programmes. 

Dr-., Daulaire said Vitamin 
A deficiency is almost non- 
existent in industrialised 
countries, where “giving kids 
a whole lot more is poten- 
tially toxic.” Dark green 
leafy vegetables, yellow 
vegetables. Bust, egg yolks , 
whole milk, and glandular 
meats such as liver, are rich 
in Vitamin A. 

Many poor countries have 
balked at diverting scarce 
health resources to Vitamin 
A programmes without evi- 
dence it saves lives. 

“It now becomes a very 
different ball game. By using ■ 
Vitamin A as part of child 


survival programmes, you get 
a very big bang in terms of 
child survival and an impact 
on blindness, too,” Dr. 
Alfred Sommer, dean of 
Johns Hopkins School of 
Public Health in Baltimore, 
said in a telephone interview. 


Investigators compared 
Eve-month survival rates- 
among 3,786 children who 
got Vitamin A to 3,411 who 
did not All were under five 
and from Jumfa, a remote 
region in north west Nepal 
plagued by high rates of Vita- 
min A-induced blindness. 


The programme aimed at 
getting the Vitamin to all 
children to stem rampant 
childhood eye problems. But 
five months after it started, 
half the child population had 
not yet gotten the supple- 
ment. This enabled scientists 
to see whether Vitamin A 
had benefits other than pre- 
venting blindness. 

They found that the death 


HPHKIu 


Switzerland ‘needle park’ closure 
threatens AIDS programme 


By Mitya New 

Reuter 


ZURICH — AIDS preven- 
tion faces a big setback in 
Switzerland when Zurich's 
notorious “ needle park” is 
dosed this year, dispersing 
drug addicts onto die dty 
streets, social workers say. 

Switzerland has one of the 
highest per capita rates of 
acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) in Europe. 
About 30 per cent of cases 
are in Zurich, where “needle 
park ” or Platzspitz attracts 
thousands of drug addicts and 
pushers. 

For the last three years 
Zurich City Council has run a 
controversial project in the 
park, folerafing the open sett- 
ing and using of drugs in 
Switzerland’s largest, richest 
dty. 

The council ordered the 
park’s closure last October, 
saying it was too great a 
threat to taw and older and 
attracted drug users and deal- 
ers tom abroad. 

Critics say dosing Platz- 
spitz — the park is due to be 
shut soon, although no defi- 
nite date has been announced 
— will threaten a successful 
AIDS prevention programme 
mid spread the disease 
throughout the dty. 

“ Once the park is dosed 
the assistance we provide 


there to drug users to protect 
them against AIDS will be- 
come very much more diffi- 
cult,” said Peter Grob, who 
leads a group helping addicts 
in Platzspitz. His voice was 
■ almost drowned by the cries 
of the pushers. 

As Mr. Grob spoke a 
group of addicts crowded 
around a small hut behind 
him and in turn dropped used 
syringes through a window 
into a barrel before receiving 
new ones. 


Nearby a man tied bis dog 
to a fence, knelt in front of 
die wing mirror of a parked 
car and felt for a vein in his 
neck in which to inject a full 
syringe which he had just 
prepared. 

The park, a narrow , 
wooded peninsula at the con- 
fluence of Zurich's Limmat 
and Sihl Rivers,' lures 
thousands of users and deal- 
ers daily, many tom abroad. 

Mr. Grob's team of social 
workers and medical students pro- 
vides sterile syringes, swabs 
and condoms. It also offers 
free AIDS tests and consulta- 
tion. 

The team , which is fi- 
nanced by the dty council, 
distributes around 8,000 
syringes a day to 2,500 
people. 

The let-wing dty council 
began the Platzspitz project 
more than three years ago in 


an effort to concentrate the 
drug scene in one area and 
step up AIDS prevention me- 
asures. It says the battle 
against the spread of the dis- 
ease will continue to be a 
priority. 

But critics doubt the coun- 
cil's plans to distribute sterile 
syringes at various aid centres 
around Zurich, tom dispen- 
sers on city streets and 
through pharmacists will 
match the facilities provided 
by Mr. Grob’s team. 

“Anyone who is desperate 
for a Bx and has not got a 


will move around unpredkt- 
ably,” said Air. Schwitter. * 

Zurich police say they will 
not allow open drug scenes to 
develop elsewhere in the dtj^ 
once the parir is closed. 

Switzerland has managed 
to stabilise the number, of 
new AIDS carriers at around 
1,700 a year tom a high of 
over 3,000 in 1986.. 


starile syringe immediately 
foia 


available will simply get he. _ 
of a used one,” sard Father 
Guido Schwitter, a Roman 
Catholic priest who provides 
shelter to drug addicts suffer- 
ing tom AIDS and consoles 
those in the final stages of the 
disease. 

“ The AIDS prevention 
service that was provided on 
Platzspitz was ideal because it 
centralised sterile needles 
and drug consumption,*' he 
said. 

“We have stocked up on. 
sterue syringes so that once 
Ratz^atz is dosed we will be 
able to hand them out if 
necessary 

Social workers say closure 
of the park will simply dissi- 
pate the drug scene and make 
it harder to give help. 

“With Platzspitz the drug 
scene was stable, while nowit 


According to the L 
official figures, by them 
of November some 11 
people were reported t 
carrying the AIDS virus, 
out half caught the virus l 
infected needles. 

Unofficial estimates 
the total number ofp 
carriers in Switzen 
.chiding unreported ■ 
around 25,000. 

Zurich also plans 
bute Methadone . \ 
drug addicts, to » 
off hard drugs andt 
them not to “shoot lip 
wed syringes. Abo$ 

addicts now use the 
Methadone prog ram** 

Bruno , who conn 
Platzspitz every afterm 
inject his cocaine, sa 

doesn't know what Jmi 

be can't find a sterile s 
once Platzspitz is dosi 

“I need a Sx every 
be said, “men they 
Platzspitz I'll have ft 
drugs and syringes whei 
can.” ■: 


rate among children who got 
Vitamin A was 26 per cent 
lower. The greatest effect 
was noted among children 
aged from 6 to 11 months . 
with mortality declining by 49 
per cent. 

Children treated with Vita- 
min A had dramatically lower 
rates of fatal diarrhea. Death 
due to measles or pneumonia 
decreased. 

-A Children between the ages 
of 12 months to 59 months 
were given 200.000 interna- 
tional units of Vitamin A in 
the Nepal study , infants 6 to 
11 months were given 
100,000 IU, and babies youn-P 
ger than 6 months 50,000 IU. 

A previous study in 
Madurai , India, showed 
doses of Vitamin A, equiva- 
lent to the amount in a heal- 
thy diet, reduced childhood 
mortality by 50 per cent This 
study was published in the 
Oct. 4, 1990 issue of. the New 
England Journal of Medi- 
cine. 
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' Moscow conference breaks Into working groups 


{Condoned from page 1) 

'‘Palestinians from the diaspora” 
TO das committee, since it direct- 
’iy . concerns those who lost their 
..' Jjoims when Israel became a 
gstate. 

Musa said be was depend- 
piag on Russia and the United 
p: States to persuade Israel to 
^accept Palestinians from outside 
“the occupied territories. “Ibey 
tve enough credibility among us 

f .that' what they support will be 
carried out,” Mr. Musa said. 

£;• The Israelis say they did not 
{- know until two nights ago that a 
separate committee on refugees 
^ would be set up for the Moscow 
l^'calks. Mr. Baker announced it at 


^Tuesday’s opening session, in 
jL. r -what was seen as an attempt to 
v hne the Palestinians into the 
i : talks. 

i-;_. Mr. Haim said he stayed up 
&■ late on Tuesday night to write a 
but at the committee 


meeting, “after everyone else had 
spoken I told them I was scrap- 
ping my speech because the 
ahnospbere is excellent, so infor- 
mal, so businesslike.” 

“It really surprised me. It was 
like I would sit down with friends 
to solve a problem. A Jordanian 
came up to me, shook my hand 
and introduced himself. Then 
came the Omani delegate who 
remarked that we were both in 
the same academic field, of poli- 
tical research." 

Loan guarantees 

Asked if Israel could expect to 
receive a $10 billion loan guaran- 
tee to help settle an expected 
flood of immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union if it did not 
freeze new Jewish settlement on 
occupied Arab land. Mr. Baker 
said: 


“We are haring some quiet 
consultations about this issue and 
we will continue to have these 
consultations." 

An Arab diplomat said the 
economic development working 
group would meet in Brussels on 
May 11-12. 

The Arab diplomat said the 
Brussels gathering would be cal- 
led an informal seminar “to make 
sure everybody can attend.” 

The idea of calling the water 
resources group meeting a semi- 
nar was raised but diplomats said 
it was dropped because of opposi- 
tion from Jordan and Israel. 

A Jordanian official said: 
“Why should the Palestinians be 
interested in coming to a semi- 
nar? This is not a university cam- 
. pus.” 

Experts from more than 20 
countries discussed the working 
groups on the final day of the 
Moscow conference. 


Bush starts campaign 


(Continued from page 1) 

as a candidate with no domes- 
tic agenda. 

Last year’s State of the Un- 
ion address focused mainly on 
foreign policy and mentioned 
crime and transportation as the 
major items on his domestic 
agenda. This year’s address, 
which comes at a time when 
the effects of a hard-bitting 
economic recession are being 
felt across the country, out- 
lined a two-part plan by the 
president. The short-termed 
plan, to be implemented by the 
administration without assist- 
ance from Congress, includes a 
90 day moratorium on new 
federal regulations that could 
hinder growth, more flexible 
government regulation on 
bank loans, speeding up pro- 
growth expenditures, changing 
the federal tax withholding 
tables, and continuing to sup- 
port monetary policy that 
keeps interest rates and infla- 
tion down. Elements of the 
long-term plan include break- 
ing down the walls that stop 
world trade, the elimination of 
traffic and subsidies which, 
according to the president, 
"damage America's fanners 
and workers." The president's 
plan also includes the “Amer- 
ican 2000** education plan 
(which gives more choice to 
parents and more flexibility to 
teachers); health care reform 
(which includes reforming the 
health insurance market), and 
keeping the federal deficit 
under control. 

Initial reactions to the 
speech varied with some com- 
mentators saying it ws a com- 
prehensive, solid and prudent 
speech and others saying it was 
neither decisive nor visionary 
and that it lacked boldness. 

Although the president’s 
speech was one of challenge to 
Congress, Mr. Bush did not 
appear confrontational to- 
wards Congress in a harsh, 
partisan manner. He gave in to 
Congress on the issue of ex- 
tending federal unemployment 
benefits — for which he pro- 
vided $4.4 billion in the 
budget. But he also challenged 
lawmakers to pass his budget 
plan by March 20. 

Congressional Democrats 
blasted the president, saying 
be offered a package of retreat 
economic proposals that are 
designed to win him political 
points rather than bring relief 
to the country. Democratic 
challengers said be offered too 


little, too late. Republican 
challenger Pat Buchanan 
charged that the president was 
Tunning against himself. 

The Democratic response, 
delivered by House Speaker 
Thomas Foley ( D - 
Washington) following Bush's 
speech, had nothing to say on 
the Middle East. The only re- 
ference made by Mr. Foley to 


anything remotely connected 
to foreign policy was that the 
U.S. cannot be strong abroad 
if it is weak at home. Mr. Foley 
said the standard of living in 
the U.S. is the most important 
indicator of the state of the 
union. “For too long we were 
told to wait... the truth became 
all too painful. The economy is 
in decline...,” he said. “It is 
time to turn our attention to 
our own land and to our own 
people,” Mr. Foley concluded. 


By Anna Qvindlen 

I'M going to go out on a limb 
here and predict that the next 
spokeswoman for No Excuses 
jeans will be a woman named 
Germifer Flowers, described as a 
television reporter turned night- 
club singer. 

How do you go from being a 
television reporter to being a 
nightclub singer? And whose idea 
was it to spell Gennifer with a G? 

Well, never mind. That's frivo- 
lous and this is serious. It’s a 
presidential election year, and so 
naturally the nation is learning 
about sex and taxes. This week 
we're on the adoltery watch with 
Gov. Bill Clinton of Arkansas, a 
big guy with a grin and a small 
cloud of rumours about bis one- 
time private life that has pretty 
much followed him everywhere 
since he declared. 

Ms. Flowers says they had a 
12-year just-one-of-those-things, 
which didn’t stop her from taping 
a valedictory call from Mr. Clin- 
ton In which, it is alleged, he told 
her to deny their involvement. 
(Dating tips for guys: watch those 
women who have recording de- 
vices attached to their phones). 
Ms. Rowers told her story to The 
Star, which is that publication 
you can find right next to the gum 
and tbe little things that keep 
your glasses from hurting you 
nose at the supermarket checkout 



HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
POTASH PRODUCTION EXPANSION 
I.F.B. NO. 30-4857-03-1 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE SUPPLY OF DUST COLLECTION SYSTEM 
The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan, plans 
to expand production capacity by 400,000 tonnes per year. The 
facilities will be located on a site adjoining the existing refinery near 
Safi, on the southern end of the Dead Sea, about 200 km north of the 
port of Aqaba. 

APC has applied for financing td the World Bank. The proceeds of the 
loan will be applied to payments for the supply of the required 
equipment in accordance with the guidelines of the World Bank. 
Purchases will be made from the member countries of the World 
Bank and Switzerland. 

The Arab Potash Company invites suppliers interested in tendering 
for above I.F.B. to apply for tender documents to APC or Jacobs at 
the address shown below. The cost for each tender package shall be 
$40, non-refundable. 


1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 

Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 

P.O.Box 1470, 

Amman-Jordan 

Fax No.: 962-3-377125/Site 

Fax No.: 962-6-674416/Amman H.O. 

Telex No.: 21683 Potash Jo. 

Tel. No.: 666165/6 - Amman 
665116 or 03-377121 -Site 


Z Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc^ 
Merrion House, 

Merrlon Road, 

Dublin 4, - Ireland 

Fax Noj 353-1-2695407 
Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Tel. No.: 353-1-2695606 


Submission of tenders should not be later than 12:00 noon, March 12, 1992. 

A.Y. Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd. 


The adultery watch 


counter. You buy The Star by 
hiding it beneath your box of 1 
Total, pretending it fell onto the 
conveyor belt. The Star paid Ms. 
Flowers for her story. Tlie Gov- 
ernor says it’s not tree. 

Let’s pretend for a moment 
that we’re discussing real life here 
instead of politics. Sadly enough, 
these things happen. They may 
simply happen more frequently to 
politicians. Just as we've come to 
accept that most politicians of a 
certain age likely smoked pot at 
some time in their past, so we've 
come to accept that, given the 
combination of megalomania and 
charisma needed to run for office, 
some candidates may at one time 
have found ego gratification with 
actress/models or television 
reporter/nightclub singers, the 
kind of women who, when they 
go public, tend to have flattering 
8-by-10 glossies readily available. 


This matters to different peo- 
ple in different degrees, from 
those who think it is unforgivable 
to those who think it's inevitable. 
Call it character. Call it a way of 
seeing women. Call it the sleaze 
factor. You put together “forsak- 
ing all others.” “I will never lie to 
you," and “here’s my room key” 
and you've got a credibility gap, 
in real life and in politics, too. 

In the last 30 years, we have 
moved from wondering whether 
it happens to wondering whether 
it matters. Now we care about 
how it is handled, about getting 
out of a jam with dignity. Many 
will argue that Gary Hart was 
toppled not by his indiscretions 
but by the fact that be defied repor- 
ters to discover him in flagrante 
and then gave them delicto to 
spare (Others suggested that any 
man engaging simultaneously in a 
presidential race and a dalliance 


was too dumb to ever grapple 
with the deficit). 

Governor Clinton tried lo head 
this issue off at the pass by 
meeting with the press some 
months ago to say that his mar- 
riage wasn't perfect but he and 
his wife had worked hard to stay 
together and that was that. Hill- 
ary Clinton, who is smart and 
beautiful, was with him when he 
did ths. That matters. Some women 

will tell you that what turned 
them against Mr. Han was the 
sorry spectacle of his wife defend- 
ing a man who had publicly 
humiliated her. 

You could argue that you 
should never confuse real life and 
politics or you will begin to be- 
lieve things that Ronald Reagan 
says. But the fact is that the man 
who would be president tries to 
make himself something between 
a buddy and a boss when he is 


running, and if we judge him the 
way we would either — or the 
way we might a husband — il is 
understandable. The personal has 
become as important as the posi- 
tions. If this were not so. infidel- 
ity would be a non-issue and Paul 
Tsongas would be the Democra- 
tic front-runner. 

If this were real life. Dear 
Abby would tell you that if you 
loved Bill Clinton enough, you 
should accept his story and put aii 
this out of your mind. And that’s 
probably good political advice, 
too. I'm not sure anyone loves 
Mr. Clinton that much yet. The 
Democrats I talk to have a dear 
idea of who they want for Presi- 
dent: A.B.B. Anyone but. Mr. 
Bush. If enough people feel that 
Bill Clinton is necessary to his 
party, his alleged indiscretions 
will become secondary to his 
absolute indispensability — The 
Independent. 
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Auriol wins Monte Carlo Rally 


MONTE CARLO (R) — French- 
man Didier Auriol. driving a 
Lancia, scored his second victory 
in the Monte Carlo Rally 
Wednesday, the first and most 
famous leg of the World Cham- 
pionship. 

Auriol, who shot to fame by 
winning the race in 1990. took 
advantage of the power of his 
Lancia HF Integrate to upstage 
last year's winner and former 
World Champion Carlos Sainz 
of Spain, in a Toyota. 

Auriol, who trailed his rival by 
three seconds before the rally's 
night stage Tuesday, won three of 
the last seven timed specials to 
win by two minutes and five 
seconds. 

Reigning world champion Juha 
Kankkunen of Finland, also in a 
private Lancia, was third, a furth- 
er 52 seconds behind. 

The race's nightly climax was 
almost a repetition of Auriol's 
victory in 1990. when he set off 
on the last stage with a four- 
second lead over Sainz, his for- 
mer team mate with Ford in 1987 
and 1988. 

Sainz managed to win only the 
first special rimed stage of the 
night in the snow-covered Turini 


Pass before Auriol overtook him- 
The Frenchman then launched 
his decisive move on day roads to 
score an expected victory. 

“Auriol was far too fast. It was 
just impossible to keep up with 
him.” Sainz said. 

Despite constant problems to 
his Ford Cosworth's turbo en- 
gine, only France’s Francois De- 
fecour managed to match Au- 
rioi’s pace in the last stage, win- 
ning three specials. 

Delecour, who lost the rally 
when he was forced to give up in 
the very last timed section last 
year, finished fourth, four mi- 
nutes and 42 seconds behind his 
compatriot. 

“I stood no chance for overall 
victory but I wanted to prove 
what I could have done without 
the turbo problems,” he said. 

Auriol's victory and Kank- 
kunen's third place gave Lancia a 
perfect start in the World Cham- 
pionship. 

Despite the official withdrawal 
of the Italian car-maker from the 
Rally World Championship, their 
privately entered cars have 
dominated the race throughout. 

The latest Delta Integrate, with 


a new torque and improved sus- 
pension, should let Lancia snatch 
a sixth consecutive title in the 
World Constructors’ Cham- 
pionship, Auriol said. 

“To win with a brand new car is 
a real thrill. It is a great car, much 
smoother and easier to drive," he 
said. 

The Frenchman could have 
won by an even wider margin had 
he not made a wrong choice of 
tyres in Sunday's last timed stage, 
allowing Sainz to remain in con- 
tention. 

Toyota. Lancia’s main rivals 
again this season, may have prob- 
lems catching up with the Italian 
cars. Sainz complained about his 
car’s lack of power and poor 
road-holding. 

The Japanese car-maker took 
an early lead in the rally thanks to 
Germany’s Annin Schwarz. But 
the pacesetter was forced to give 
up after crashing into a wall 
Monday. 

Ford, which had high hopes 
this season after hiring Delecour 
and former world champioin 
Massimo Biasion of Italy, was 
also disappointing. 

“It’s a Third World car. It's 


impossible to drive,” said Bia- 
sion, who ended eighth, almost 
17 minutes behind Auriol. 

Drivers Wednesday called for a 
classic stage on the Tnrini Pass to 
be scrapped from the Monte Car- 
lo Rally because of bad behaviour 
by spectators which threatened 
their lives. 

“That absurd and dangerous 
stage must be suppressed,” said 
Toyota driver Luis Moya of 
Spain. 

“Spectators spill snow on the 
road and endanger our lives. It is 
□ot a joke, it is our lives," Sainz 
added. 

A huge crowd gathers every 
year on the slopes of the Turini 
for the highlight of the race's final 
night stages. 

One of two timed specials on 
the pass was cancelled on Tues- 
day night after spectators had lit a 
fire on the course. 

“In the first stage, it's all right. 
But by the second time we drive 
up the pass, spectators get drunk 
and throw missiles on the road,” 
said Kankkunen. 

“I can't understand their be- 
haviour. We fight for seconds, we 
take risks and that's something 
they should respect,” said Auriol. 



Navratilova wins season’s first match 

TOKYO (AP) — Martina Navratilova, admitting to a bit of 
nerves in recent matches, opened her 1992 season with a 6-0, 7-5 
victory over Indonesia's Yayuk Basufci Wednesday, saying she 
still wants to regain the No. 1 ranking. Navratilova started 
flawlessly but acknowledged that her serves became shorter and 
errors creeped in on her passing shots as the second-round match 
wore on m the Toray Pan Pacific Open tennis tournament. “I 
skipped the Australian Open and this tournament is my first one 
for this season. Because of my age, 1 have to choose my schedule 
very carefully,” said the 35-year-oid American, now ranked No. 4 
in the world. “But I am eager to regain the world’s No. 1 position. 
If I play consistently, regardless of the Grand Slam events or 
other tournaments, I will be No. 1 again." she added. 

2 seeds ousted at Auckland Classic 

AUCKLAND (AP) — Robin White used her powerful serve to 
defeat No. 4 seed Veronika Martinek of Germany 6-2, 6-1, 
Wednesday in the second round of the S 100,000 Nutri-Metics 
Classic women’s tennis tournament. Monique Javer of Britain 
also upset a seeded player, ousting No. 7 Susan Sloane-Lundy of 
the United States 6-1. 6-3. In other second round matches. No. 3 
seed Larisa Savchenko-Neiland of Latvia beat Cristina Tessi of 
Argentina 6-3, 7-6 (7-5) and No. 8 Bettina Fulco-Villella of 
Argentina beat Sandrine Testud of France 6-3, 3-6, 6-4. White lost 
the first two games against Martinek, but then powered to victory 
in just 51 minutes. She dropped just, five points on seve in the 
second set and put Martinek under pressure by rushing the net at 
every opportunity. “It was one d£ those days when everything 
worked,” White said. 

USOC sues over use of Olympic name 

INDIANAPUS (AP) — The U.S. Olympic Committee has filed 
suit claiming Regal Sports Vacations has misled the public by 
using the word “Olympic" in its advertising and promotions. The 
USOC claims the travel agency is infringing on the committee’s 
trademark and engaging in unfair competition. It also accuses 
Regal of doing business “under a variety of false and misleading 
names,” including “Olympic Toms,” “TTie Regal Olympic Club" 
and “Regal Travel Olympic Tours.” The company offers tour 
packages to the Olympics and other major sporting events, 
company President George King said. Mr. King said the USOC 
suit was a surprise because the committee never has complained 
in the past. “We have never used anything improperly," be said. 
“What would you rather call the Olympics, the Indy 500?” 

Australian substitute upsets Swedes 

ADELAIDE (R) — Substitute 'Alistair Edwards scored Austra- 
lia's first international goal for nine months with virtually his first 
kick to earn them a 1-0 victory over European Championship 


hosts Sweden Wednesday. Edwards struck in the 77th minute of a 
generally disappointing match to end nearly three hours of 
deadlock, the rides' first clash in Sydney having ended goalless. 
The Sydney Olympic striker, who has had experience in British 
soccer with Glasgow Rangers and Brighton, ran on to a through 
ball to calmly curl his shot past debutant Swedish goalkeeper 
Jonnie Fedel. The goal followed a defence-dominated match, 
hindered by a clogged midfield in which Stefan Rehn. Sweden's 
former Everton midfielder, stood out. 

Jury for Tyson trial nearly complete 

INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana (R) — Six more jurors were chosen 
Tuesday for Mike Tyson’s rape trial, tearing one more regular 
juror to be selected to decide if the former world heavyweight 
boring champion raped a beauty pageant queen. Four alternate 
jurors were also left to be picked for Tyson's highly publicised 
trial expected to last about two weeks. Tyson, 25, is accused of 
raping an 18-year-old Rhode Island woman last July when she was 
in Indianapolis to compete in the Miss Black America Beauty 
pageant If convicted, die fighter could be sent to prison for 63 
years on the four counts lodged against him — rape, two charges 
of criminal deviate conduct and one charge of confinement. Tyson 
denies the charges, saying the woman agreed to a date with him 
and then agreed lo have sex in his hotel room. 

Kiwis fastest of challengers 

SAN DIEGO. California (R) — New Zealand was the fastest 
boat on the third day of America’s Cup Challengers' match-rating 
Tuesday. New Zealand completed the 32-kilometres in two hours, 
' 26 minutes, 39 seconds to beat Challenge Australia by just over 
five minutes. That was alsomore than half an hour faster than the 
day’s slowest boat, Espana 92 of Spain, which lost to Ville De 
Paris. In other races. Spirit of Australia beat Swden's Tre Kronor 
and Nippon, the Japanese boat, beat Italy's II More Di Venezia. 
H More Di Venezia failed to pick up one of the by-now regular 
course alterations due to wind shifts before the second windward 
mark, and lost four minutes — and apparently the race. But 
Nippon's victory was then thrown in doubt when on-the-water 
judges claimed the Japanese crew were flying a spinnaker without 
its being attached to a spinnaker pole. An international jury 
which heard the protest Tuesday night said there was a rules 
infringement but let Nippon’s victory stand. 

Tomba to fly the flag for Italy 

ROME (R) — Italian Alpine skiing hero Alberto Tomba will take 
time out from preparations for the Winter Olympics to carry his 
country's flag at the opening ceremony in Albertville on Feb. 8. 
Italian Olympic officials said Tomba, gold medalist in slalom and 
giant slalom at Calgary four years ago, would be the standard- 
bearer for their 125-strong squad. Tomba, who has recorded 
seven World Cup wins this season, is strongly tipped for another 
double gold haul. He opens the defence of his titles in the giant 
slalom. 


Peanuts 


Olympic chiefs brush 
off sex test storm 


ALBERTVILLE, France (R) — 
The doctor at the centre of a 
storm over new Olympic sex tests 
for women athletes branded his 
critics spoilsports Wednesday and 
said screening would continue 
French concerns over medical 
ethics. 

“It is a pity for the Olympic 
Games but it has not affected us 
at all," said Dr. Bernard Ding- 
eon, who devised the genetic test 
for the Feb. 8-23 Albertville Win- 
ter Olympics. 

He told Reuters his test was 
more reliable than the one it 
replaced, less intrusive than a 
physical examination and was 
conducted “in the spirit of the 
Olympic Movement” and the 
law. 

Controversy over the test 
flared Tuesday when the Ethics 
Commission of the French 
Medical Association warned 
French doctors of possible disci- 
plinary action if they carried it 
out. 

Association President Louis 
Rene call the test mistaken and 
uncontrolled. He argued that 
medical secrecy would be 
violated if an athlete was publicly 
disqualified and said the test 
could in effect ban women who 
could bear children from com- 
petition. 

“Dr. Dingeon, a biochemist, 
acknowledged that such a situa- 
tion could arise but said the 
chances were remote. “One in 
50,000 women who could con- 
ceive might not be able to com- 
pete. With 1.000 women competi- 
tors that is once every 50 games,” 
he said. 

French women taking the test 
Wednesday were unimpressed by 
the furore. Top Olympic officials 
rallied to Dr. Dingeon's method 
and said the test alone would not 
be used to decide whether a 
competitor was not quite female. 

“The Ethics Commission has 
given its opinion and this is quite 
legitimate and respectable. But 
the Olympic Charter says there 
are certain things one has to go 
through for the games to go 
ahead normally." former ski star 
Jean-Claude Killy, joint chair- 
man of the games Organising 
Committee, told French radio. 


Prince Alexandre de Merode, 
head of the International Olym- 
pic Committee (IOC) Medical 
Commission, said he regretted 
charges that were "close to disin- 
formation.” 

“Our critics seem to forget that 
no derision is taken before a foil 
clinical test is undergone after the 
molecular test. We won’t be lec- 
tured to.” Prince de Merode 
said. 

Like its predecessor, known as 
the Barr test, the Dingeon 
method screens for anomalies by 
laboratory analysis of cell sam- 
ples scraped from the inside a 
competitors's mouth. 

Dr. Dingeon's procedure looks 
for the presence of the male "Y" 
chromosome while the Barr test 
checked die “double-X” female 
chromosome. 

“The old test sought to estab- 
■ lish that a woman was female. We 
set out to prove she is not a man,' 
Dr. Dingeon said. 

Critics say die test is unreliable 
and reveals too much. “The 
search for cheats does not autho- 
rise all investigations,” the 
French Medical Association said. 

France's ministers for health 
and sports have written to IOC 
President Juan Antonio Samar- 
anch to urge him to ensure tests 
were conducted only with 
athletes' consent. They deman- 
ded stria confidentiality and sup- 
plementary tests in cases of 
doubt. 

Patrick Schamasch, head of 
medical services for the Albertvil- 
le organisers, said the ministers' 
wishes coincided with IOC re- 
commendations. 

Mr. Schamasch , himself a 
member of the Regional Medical 
Association, said he was uncon- 
cerned by threats of disciplinary 
action and accused critics of using 
the games to grab attention. 

“I would have preferred con- 
cern about ethics to have been 
raised six months ago and not 
eight days before the games.” he 
said. 

Dingeon will screen only those 
women who do not have a valid 
gender verification certificate 
from a previous Olympics. He 
has so far tested about 25 women, 
including three young Mexicans 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY. 31, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: Take 
off your shell today and do some 
things you really want and need to 
do without any direction or imput 
from a recent entry in your life who 
is taking more time than you want 
to give. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don’t try to force expression of 
your talent early but soon you find 
that you will have a good time to 
see it from a larger angle and make 
headway. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
careful with a delicate matter at 
your residence early but then you 
can get together with those able to 
show you have to increase your 
security. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
communication early can be a 
cause of anxiety for you but don't 
worry for soon you see the answer 
to solve a situation from an outside 
partner. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Hold off from some 
money matter in the morning 
hours but later your see ways by 
which you can better your work so 
you have more income. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
instincts early are not good so- 
don’t follow them until later when 
your attachment has the right idea 
on how you can gam with ease 
what you desire. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A nagging worry should not be 
encouraged after breakfast but la- 


ter yon find you can join with 
family in some private enjoyments 
that mean much to you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A friend is not ready to go 
along with your plan of action until 
it has been further thought out by 
this person which happens in the 
afternoon. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Avoid one in authority who 
is not in the mood to be 
approached early although later 
this person is most receptive to 
well thought arrangements. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Don’t go off on a 
tangent early but make your new 
goals more well planned and you 
find as the day progresses they get 
doscr to you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Don’t pay an account 
until you are sure that it is correct 
but upon doubtechedring you can 
find ways to attend to any obliga- 
tion more efficiently. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Think about how you can. 
get along with an older associate or 
partner and make arrangements to 
do something special to show this 
ambition. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Don’t let an associate get under 
your skin with a remark early but 
as the day passes you find you 
come into better and rapport is as 
you both desire. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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Both vulnerable. North 

NORTH 

*83 

9 A K 5 3 2 
4 

* A 10 8 6 4 
WEST EAST 

4 2 4 7 6 54 

9 Q J 10 7 ?964 

0J10 987 C-K6532 
4KJ2 *Q 

SOUTH 

4 A K Q J 10 9 
08 
0 AQ 
*9753 
The bidding: 

North East South West 
1 9 Pass 2 4 Pass 

3* Pass 4 NT Pass 

6? Pass 5 NT Pass 

6 V Pass 6 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 0 
Watching a master technician at 
work on a bridge hand is tike study- 
ing an artist applying delicate brush 
strokes to a canvas- To laud this 
dose spade slam, South had to uti- 
lize fully the combined assets of the 
two hands. 

With a self-sufficient suit and 
control in the unbid suit. Smith 
started with a jump shift, then 
pressed on to slam when North’s 
second suit proved to be dubs. For- 


COMBINE YOUR CHANCES 


tunately. South chose to go for 12 
tricks in spades rather than dubs. 

West led the jack of diamonds, 
removing any worries declarer 
might have had about tbat suit, ft 
might seem that everything hinged 
on a 2-2 dub break, but declarer 
found a way to improve the odds 
considerably. 

After capturing the king of dia- 
monds with the ace, declarer tested 
trumps by cashing the ace. When 
both defenders followed, declarer 
next went after the heart suit. After 
playing off the ace and king, dis- 
carding a dub on the latter, declarer 
railed a heart in hand, and the 4-3 
split in that suit meant declarer no 
longer needed the blessings of Dame 
Fortune in dubs. 

Declarer entered dummy one 
more time by raffing the good queen 
of diamonds, then set up a long 
heart with a ruff. After drawing 
tramps, it was a simple matter for 
declarer to cross to dummy's ace of 
dubs to cash the long henrt. In all. 
declarer scored six trump tricks in 
band and a diamond ruff in dummy, 
three heart tricks and the minor- 
suit aces for a total of 12 tricks. * 

Note that declarer bad to draw 
exactly one round of tramps, to 
check on the break while leaving a 
trump on the table as an entry via a 
diamond raff. Well played! 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JANUARY, 30, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: With 
no aspects in effect today you can 
avoid disrupting influences that are 
present by making a conscious 
effort to maintain a pleasant and 
agreeable disposition with associ- 
ates. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Whatever activities are of a public 
or private nature can be handled 
early with considerable dispatch if 
without much inspiration by you 
now. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Think of the various contacts you 
have with those at a distance and 
use this good day to get in touch 
with and reassure them of your 
continuing interest. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Until noon you sec tbat you can 
best to do rightly make more 
money from whatever your income 
and in the evening turn your 
thoughts to communicatiojB. 
MOON C HILDREN : (June 22 to 
July 21 ) This is the day to conclude 
decisions about what you most 
want of a personal nature in year 
life and then get into financial 
matters. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A well 
rounded campaign to gain your 
private objectives is good in the 
morning while later you can make 
up your mind about outside per- 
sonal aims. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Wind up gaining the various 
conditions dear to your heart in the 


morning after which you can gain 
some support of your attachment 
for a pet project." 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Many ideas for adding to your 
public progress in the morning are 
good for to follow after which you 
can get into the personal desires 
that animate you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Complete some advanced 
arrangements which you have been 
considering, then you will be able 
io get together with influential 
persons able to gain them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You can get rid of 
obligations to free rime and assets 
and then be aWe to be off to new 
scenes and interests and make 
them benefit you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Bring to the attention 
of the public any ambitations 
which can be fulfilled with their 
assistance, then get into the actual 
work required by you. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can tackle activities of 
a career nature with enthusiasm in 
the morning and then put your 
efforts into tasks of a more public 
nature. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have every chance to . 
arrange some lenienamment you 
desire this morning then get into 
the actual projects facing you and 
get them behind you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



Si 

Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


DEI 

NIK 



□ 


mm 


ft 


ATLAN 





THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a b y Henri Arnold .and Bob Lab 


UNDOAR 


umwm 

~n 

FOYFAL 




WHAT HAFTEHEP 
when he ear THE 

BILL FOK THE 
NEW CARPET. 


n 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BASIS FAINT MATRON GASKET 

Answer That playboy combined the talent tor spending 
money with the talent for this— 

NOT MAKING IT 


THE Daily Crossword by Melvin Kenworthy 


ACROSS 
1 Briskly active 
S Afterward 
10 Ancient Briton 
14 vowel sequence 
16 Winged 

16 Cinereous 

17 Where 
prosperity 
iurta? 

20 Wheel merit ot 
sorts 

21 Eur. river 

22 Sheen in Eng. 

23 Cicero’s road 

24 Mention 

25 Foundation part 
29 Apr. and Dec. 

32 Put — to 
(terminate) 

33 Weather word 
35 "Saturday 

Night—" 

38 Conduit 

38 Hawaiian city 

39 Old Pr. dance 

41 Copenhagen 
residents 

42 Resembling: 

Miff. 

43 "Prom the — of 

the esrtti~" 
(Shakespeare) 
48 Fuzzy Iruft 

47 Step—! 

48 Be present 

51 AT what time 

52 Understand 

55 Get a monopoly 

58 NY dry 

59 — barrel (in a 
fix) 

60 Dance 

61 Bristle 

62 Metallic 
dfek 

63 Drying oven 

DOWN 

1 Riw to me 
Moselle 

2 Inca tend 

3 Uproar 

4 "As — Lfte it" 

5 Rem used in an 
elopement 

6 Changes 


10 

11 

12 

19 

» 














OIMl Trtena Media Semen, 
mjjha Psiemti 


7Goa8fke 

mammal 

8 St. Lo summer 

9 Chair type 

10 Oo grammar 
work 

11 "Say it — so" 

12 One-name 
actress 

13 Phoenician etty 

18 Famed 

19 Exterior 

23 Man or tube 
praceder 

24 Intel 

25 Ume: prei. 
26Tear Jerkar 

27 Musical etxiw 

28 BabeJ or EUteJ 

29 N. Eng. state 

30 Famed Can. 
physician 

31 Glacial word 
34 intone 

3$ White 
flower 

37 Needle case 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Strived: 


nnnn aann 

R onn onnevi -annon 
nriRn DFinniaci 
nflnnnntnnninQn 
Hnnao non ntaon 
nnn nnnrat? Hor 
nann oan ndnn" 

noflonn nnnoi 

rarano nnran 
nnao nraiunanraninfi 
ngran gnnm nanHn 
nrenfl nnno nnoon 


” — Romance" 
(Kern) 

Yugoslavian 

river 

Stick 

— show (solo) 
Nairobi's land 
Deeds 


49 Ripped 

50 Run in 

51 Sharpe 

52 Sea btr 
53Scateia 
54 Coup d 

56 Govt a 

57 Gr, lettt 
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Financial 

1 

Jordan Times JR. 

Markets 

in cw-oiWOTtion with 


Cairo Amman Bank Qgjr 

1 U5. DoBar in (ntaraaeBoiHl Markats * 


Curacy 

HM YORK 
nrw 

i"** 1 28.1.92 

JOttU 

clos: 

M,lt 29.1.97 

Sterling Pound " 

1.792D 


Deutsche Mark 

1.5993 

1.58^ 

Swiss Franc 

1.4231 

1.4145 

French Franc 

5.4525 


Japanese Yen 

125.79 

125.17 

European Currcny (Juft 

1-2760 



MTH I 3 MTHSI 6 MTHS 


Currency 


(J-S. Dollar 


Sterttng Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiu Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European C'urrtncv I’nit ML 31 


lalrriumt bid rWr, hr OTKimn. rutnlliii: « _s. IVrihr, l.tMM.onu or cquvafeni 



USD/Ojr JD/Gm I Metal 


B«*: 29.1.92 


USD/Oz JD/Gm 


Central Bank of Iordan Exchange Kata Bulletin 


■s 29. |.«J2 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

t.S. Dollar 

.676 

678 

SlrrKng Pound 

1.2171 

1.2232 

Deutsche Mark 

.43*9 

.4270 

Swiss Franc 

.4777 

.4801 

French Franc 

.1253 

.1247 

Japanese Yen 1 



Dutch Guilder 

.377.4 

.379T 

Swedish Krona 

.1162 

.1168 

Italian Lira 

.956b 

.0W» 

Belgian Franc 

.tetr-o 

.02060 


Other Curraadcs 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira' 


Date: 29.1.92 



Saudi kiyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Egyptian Pound 

■2000 

.2150 

Omani Rival 

1.7300 

1.7390 

1 UAE Dirham 

.1832 

.1640 

Greek Drachma 

.3635 

.3745 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4600 

1.5120 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market 


Index 

27.1.92 

All-Share 

733.08 

Banking Sector 

110.02 

Insurance Sector 

131.88 

Industry Sector 

166.16 

Services Sector 

152.07 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.8045/55 U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1755/60 Canadian dollar 


1.8045/55 

U.S. dollars 

1.1755/60 

Canadian dollar 

1.5870/80 

Deutschemarks 

1.7870/80 

Dutch guilders 

1.4155/62 

Swiss francs 

32.70/74 

Belgian francs 

5.4100/50 

French francs 

1193/1194 

Italian lire 

125.20/30 

Japanese yen 

5.7710/60 

Swedish crowns 

6.2325/75 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1575/1625 

Danish crowns 

355.80/356.30 

U.S. dollars 


Lack of natural 

gas halts Polish industries 


WARSAW (R) — Poland re- 
ceived a painful reminder of its 
economic dependence on Russia 
with the collapse of a barter deal 
on natural gas supplies with Mos- 
cow. 

For almost a week, steel mills 
and metal foundries, ceramic and 
glass works and fertiliser plants 
have been idle, burning only 
enough gas to save machinery 
from damage. 

Poland has had to negotiate a 
new agreement and it will be 
several days before the plants can 
start operating again. 

The 2.8 billion deal forged in 
late December guaranteed Po- 
land supplies of 8.1 billion cubic 
metres of natural gas and five 
million tonnes of oil in 1992 in 
return for Polish food, sulphur, 
coal and pharmaceutical goods. 

But Polish officials said a de- 
cree by Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin allowing Russian com- 
panies to keep part of their fore- 
ign currency earnings invalidated 
the barter deal. 

As a result, gas supplies from 
Russia were almost halved on 
Jan. 1. Plants came to a halt 
about three weeks later as cold 
weather boosted domestic energy 
consumption. 

Polish Foreign Trade Minister 
Adam Glapinski found out that 
the deal had lapsed when he 
made an emergency trip to Mos- 
cow Monday. 

Russian officials assured him 
that daily supplies of Russian 
natural gas would be increased on 
Feb. 1 under a new deal which 


would bring annual supplies to 
.6.6 billion cubic metre;, with a 
possible increase to 7.1 billion 
cubic metres. 

“The stoppage will have to 
continue until deliveries are 
actually increased," said Janusz 
Tokarzewski. a manager at Po- 
land’s National Gas Distributing 
Company. 

Poland imports two thirds of its 
natural gas, all of its from Russia. 
In 1991 7.5 billion cubic metres 
flowed in through two pipelines 
built in the years when Poland 
was virtually a Soviet satellite. 

Mr. Tokarzewski said Poland 
had talked to several Western 
firms for the last two years on 
building a pipeline from the 
West, but had made little prog- 
ress. 

The chairman of the main min- 
ing board. Janusz Sreinhoff, told 
the Nowy Swiat newspaper that 
Poland's continued dependence 
on Russia for gas supplies was a 
serious problem. 

“Hie policy pursued for over 
40 years has undermined our 
national energy security. No 
reasonable government of a 
sovereign state can afford to have 
the national energy supply pat- 
tern rely on a single energy 
source," he said. 

Mr. Steinhoff said the board 
was considering extracting 
methane from Poland's consider- 
able coal deposits as an alterna- 
tive to Russian gas but this would 
involve entering a whole new 
field of technology. 


Some bread prices 
go up again in Russia 


MOSCOW ( Agencies \ — Bakers 
said Tuesday that some bread 
prices, those for the highesi- 
quality loaves, are going up once 
again because of increases in the 
cost of flour. 

Protests of higher prices were 
reported on the far western and 
eastern edges of Russia. But in 
the central Asian republic Kyr- 
gyzstan the price of bread, flour 
and cakes was to drop by about 
30 per cent, to be subsidised by 
an increase in cost of liquor, the 
Russian Information Agency 
said. 

'Price increases will affect only 
the top quality white bread Serif 
which government price controls 
already have been lifted. All 
other controlled prices for dark 
bread and white bread made from 
lower-quality flours remain un- 
changed. 

While the price increases rep- 
resent more bad news for con- 
sumers. it is unlikely to anger 
people like the initial jump in 
prices that accompanied the be- 
ginning of Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin’s reforms on Jan. 2. 

Many bakery shops do not reg- 
ularly carry supplies of such high- 
quality bread that now cost about 
3.75 roubles a loaf. 

Valentina Borisova, director of 
bread factory 22 on Moscow's 
north side, said the price of top- 
quality flour jumped about 25 per 
cent beginning Jan. 25. and that 
the cost is being passed on to 
bread stores. 

“Stores, in turn, set their own 
prices, which are equal to 
wholesale delivery prices plus 25 
per cent." she said. 

At bread factory 8, Olga Mar- 
kina said her factory had enough 
flour left at the old prices to last 
until Feb. 1, and would decide 
then what to do about its prices. 

The average Russian worker 
makes about 960 roubles a 
month, and the higher prices 
have made it difficult for many to 
get by. 

The widely used unofficial ex- 
change rate is about 100 roubles 
to a dollar, meaning the average 
salary translates into less than 
$ 10 . 

The Russian Information 
Agency reported that factory and 


office workers stopped work for 
two hours Tuesday in the Biro- 
bidjiin Jewish autonomous region 
to protest the higher prices. 

Radio Russia, quoted by ihe 
British Broadcasting Corp. in 
London, said thousands of people 
rallied in the western city of 
Kaliningrad against higher prices. 

“Some veterans called for a 
dictatorship of the proletariat, 
seeing off the democrats, and 
returning to the good old times of 
stagnation.” the radio said. 

The Interfax News Agency 
quoted Russia's National Public 
Opinion Reseach Centre as* 
saying a survey found 68 per cent, 
of those polled found Mr. Yelt- 
sin's price increases hurt their 
families more than expected. 

Pollsters took responses from 
1.020 people in 13 cities, and the 
margin of error was three per 
cent. 

Meanwhile official figures 
showed that Russian living stan- 
dards have dropped last year and 
unemployment was rising fast. 

A report by the Russian State 
Statistics Committee said the cost 
of a basket of basic food and 
consumer goods had risen more 
than fourfold since June last year 
and was now more than the aver- 
age monthly wage. 

Food production in 1991 fell by 
nine per cent and output of most 
consumer goods fell by between 
two and six per cent, said the 
report, published by TASS news 
agency. 

In a separate report. TASS 
quoted Fyodor Prokopov. the 
chairman of the Russian Employ- 
ment Committee, as saying the 
country’s unemployed could 
number seven to eight million by 
October. 

This compared with 60,000 reg- 
istered jobless at the start of the 
year. 70 per cent of whom were 
women, be said. 

Mr. Prokopov 's gloomy fore- 
cast was based on the Polish 
experience of radical economic 
reforms, involving price liber- 
alisation. privatisation and cuts in 
public spending. 

The employment committee 
has opened 2,000 employment 
offices in Russia, which has a 
papulation of 150 million. 


Cinema 


Tel: 677420 


Super Star 
Kevin Costner 
1991 Oscar Winner 
in his outstanding 
super production 

ROBIN HOOD 

Prince of Thieves 
Shorn: 3:30, 6:15. SSO, 10-JO p.m 


i el: 

A1 Mashini Theatre 


very day you meet with . . . 

testers of Harat Abu Awwad Family in their play. 

Zaman A1 Shaklabah 
(Somersault Time) 

at 8 p.m- 




r Cinema 


Tel: 62515 


Noor Al Sharif 
in 

Naji AI AH 

Arabic 

Show: 3:30, 6-JO, 8 JO, 10:30 p.m. 


IBM Japan cuts 
salaries of directors 
over poor results 


TOKYO (Agencies) — IBM 
Japan Ltd. has decided to cut this 
year's pay for directors and freeze 
executives' salaries in response to 

poor business results, a company 
spokesman has said. 

The company slashed the sal- 
ary of the president by 10 per 
cent, executive directors by eight 
per cent, and directors by five per 
cent, said spokesman Tadashi 
Okamura. Thirty-three directors 
were affected. 

A pay hike for executives will 
be suspended until the company's 
business outlook becomes more 
promising. Mr. Okamura said. 

The IBM group, headquar- 
tered in Armonk. N.Y.. suffered 
a loss in 1991 for the firsr time 
ever, but only the IBM Japan unit 
so far has acknowledged manage- 
ment's responsibility in this way. 
Kyodo News Service reported. 

International Business 
Machines (IBM) Corp. of the 
United States. IBM Japan's pa- 
rent. is also reportedly discussing 
a reduction in directors' pay. 

Executive salaries have be- 
come a touchy trade issue be- 
tween Japan and the United 
States. Japanese executives con- 
tend U.S. corporate heads are 
overpaid and fail to accept re- 
sponsibility for poor performance 
by taking pay cuts or resigning. 

The IBM group posted a loss 
of $2.8 billion in 1991. Analysis 
attributed the setback in pari to 
heightened global competition 
and IBM's failure to respond. 

The group decided last Decem- 
ber to reduce us work force by 
20.000. 

Meanwhile. IBM. the world's 
biggest computer company has 
won a two-horse race to partner 
France's state-owned computer 
maker. CIE des Machines Bull, 
in a major trans-Atlantic tie up. 

Industry sources said IBM. 
which beat U.S. rival Hewlett- 
Packard Co. would take an equity 
stake of 5.7 per cent of the 
loss-making French company at a 
cost of around S10U million. 

IBM and Bull said they would 
together sign far-reaching manu- 
facturing agreements with a 
potential value of hundreds of 
millions of dollars a year. 

“in a very competitive sector. 
Jew, survive." French Prime 
Minister Edith Cresson said, ex- 


plaining the deal. “IBM is the 
world leader ... it seemed to be 
the best deal." 

Mrs. Cresson told a news con- 
ference that France had picked 
IBM to help Bui! with a signifi- 
cant new technology called RISC, 
or reduced instruction set com- 
puting. 

RISC, one of the fastest- 
growing segments of the compu- 
ter market, is a high-speed system 
used in workstations favoured by 
engineers and scientists. 

“IBM's holding is there to rep- 
resent IBM's commitment to this 
accord and not to take control.” 
Mrs. Cresson said. 

IBM will be the second foreign 
computer maker with a minority 
stake in the loss-making Bull. 
Japan's NEC Corp holds 4.7 per 
cent. 

To clinch victory. IBM also 
agreed to buy components from 
Franco-ltalian chip maker SGS- 
Thomson Microelectronics B.V. 

Michael Armstrong, the chair- 
man of IBM World Trade Corp. 
told a news conference the pact 
might be extended at a later date 
to include the highly successful 
Apple Computer Inc. 

But Hewlett-Packard may get a 
bite of France's other major com- 
puter firm. SGS-Thomson. as a 
consolation prize. 

Mrs. Cresson told Reuters that 
Hewlett was talking to SGS- 
Thomson abour taking a stake in 
the cash-hungry chip maker, 
which is hoping for extra funds 
from the French and Italian gov- 
ernments. 

She declined to say how big 
Hewlett's stake might be. or how 
soon there could be a decision on 
new capital. 

IBM was chosen after months 
of talks in which the ailing Bull, 
which lost 6.8 billion francs 
(SI. 24 billion) in 1990, was 
ardently wooed by the two Amer- 
ican heavyweights. 

Commonly known as "big 
blue” because of the colour of its 
logo. IBM's leading position has 
come under strong attack in the 
computer world. 

Legal sources in Brussels said 
the European Commission would 
probably want to investigate the 
IBM-Bull deal in what could 1 be a 
test case of strategy for the ailing 
EC electronics sector. 



HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
Potash Production Expansion 
I.F.B. No. 30-4857-39-5/6 for two (2) 
floating tracked harvesters 
(Extension of Closing Date for Tendering) 
The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) 
announces the extension of closing date for 
the above I.F.B. from 12:00 noon, February 
1, 1992 to 12:00 noon, March 31, 1992. 
All other terms and conditions remain the 
same. 

A.Y.Ensour 

Managing Director 

The Arab Potash Company Ltd. 


DOG MISSING 

A Welsh-Terrier dog, brown and black colour, 
small-size - 25cm height, was lost at the 5th 
Circle area on the morning of Tuesday, 28th 
Jan. 1992. 

If you know the whereabouts of our dog, 
please contact tel. No. 671283. 

Good reward. 


FOR RENT 

A first floor of a villa consisting of three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, three large lounges, large kitchen, separate 
heating. 

Call tel.: 825268 


LEGAL EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
REQUIRED 

Jordanian House Specialized in Legal 
Aspects Requires 

Jordan Nationality, University Degree, 
English Language , Experience in Same 
field are prerequisites. 

SKILLS REQUIRED : 

Computer , Filing, Accounting and all 
Legal Secretary Skills are essential 

Applicants are welcome to send their 
CV.'s, Documents and photo to: 

SAAS , P.O.Box 950565 - AMMAN. 

Submittal date shall not be Jeter than 
February 10,1992 


U.S. plans 
record spe: 
in new bud 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush sent Congress 
a SI. 52 trillion election-year 
budget Wednesday that foresees 
a modest economic recovery and 
uses a small reduction in military 
spending to offset a tax break! 

*0ie record U.S. government 
spending plan for the 1993 finan- 
cial year beginning on Oct. 1. 
details the economic growth 
package outlined by Mr. Bush in 
his annual state of the union 
address before Congress on Tues- 
day night. 

The budget includes proposed 
tax breaks for investors, home- 
buyers. businesses and families 
and record spending for research 
and development, education and 
the head start programme to aid 
poor pre-school children. 

Mr. Bush proposed slashing 
military spending by $9 billion in 
1993 to $285.9 billion from $295.2 
billion in the current financial 
year. 

Mr. Bush called for military 
spending cuts of $50 billion 
through financial 1997. But that 
five-year plan could spark bitter 
fighting in Congress, where 
Democratic lawmakers demand a 
bigger peace dividend from the 
Soviet collapse. 

Despite the tax breaks and 
spending increases* the budget 
plan estimates the budget deficit 
will drop to $351.9 billion in fiscal 
1993 after ballooning to a stagger- 
ing $399.4 billion in the current 
financial year. 

The budget proposes renego- 
tiating the 1990 budget agree- 
ment. using savings from the 
military to offset revenue losses 
from a proposed $500 per child 
increase in the personal tax ex- 
emption. 

The budget plan assumes the 


U.S. economy win expand by a 
modest 2.2 per cent from the end 
of 1991 through the end of 1992 
and that growth will pick up 
steam later in the year. 

It foresees gross domestic pro- 
duct — the broadest measure of 
output of goods and services — 
growing by three per cent from 
the fourth quarter of 1992 
through the end of 1993. 

Mr. Bush, whose popularity 
among voters has slumped along 
with the economy, is anxious to 
see growth and employment pick- 
ing up by the November elec- 
tions. 

The package will add nearly 
half of one per cent to growth 
each year through 1997. the 
administration said. 

"This (economic growth pack- 
age) should create an additional 
half a million jobs during the next 
four years. ' the budget document 
said. 

But the unemployment rate, 
which hit 7.J percent in Decem- 
ber. is expected to fall only slight- 
ly to 0.8 per cent by the end of the 
year. Unemployment is forecast 
to fall to 6.4 per cent hv the end 
of 1993. 

Mr. Bush proposed reducing 
the tax on capital gains from the 
sale of stocks and other assets to 
15.4 per cent from 28 per cent 
and a temporary tax allowance on 
new investments. 

Mr. Bush's plan also will allow 
a S5.000 tax credit for first-time 
home buyers. 

With the exception of social 
security. Mr. Bush proposed re- 
ducing growth in mandatory 
spending for social welfare prog- 
rammes by $68.4 billion by 1997 
and freezing new spending on 
domestic programmes at $205.1 
billion. 


BEIRUT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
(B.U.C.) 

In honour of Mrs. Lila Dagher, 
director of relations , the B.U.C. Alumni 
Club cordially invites all its members to 
a reception that will be held at the 
Plaza Hotel - Amman on Saturday the 
1st of February, 1992, at 4:30 p.m. 


* 30% DISCOUNT 

* on all sports wear 

* Special offer: graphite 
tennis rackets at JD 25 only. 

WADI SAQRA BOOKSHOP 

below Philadelphia Hotel bridge 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor apartment in an exclusive building next to the 
Korean, Japanese, Greek and Australian embassies in 
Jabal Amman, with private garden. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, 2 salons, dining room, spacious kitchen, 
maid's room, large veranda, telephone, own central 
heating and water reservoir. 300 square metres. Unfur- 
nished or semifurnished. 

For appointment to see piease call 602956 or 6449G0 


OLDSMOBILE 98 BROGHAM 

Model 1984, full & extra options, bottlegreen metal- 
lic, miled 39,000, used by lady, black plate. 

Tel. 812899 9-1 a.m. & 6-9 p.m. 


The National Music 
Conservatory / Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation 

presents 

As of Sunday, February 2, 1992 
Morning and Evening Courses 


AEROBICS & CALANET86S 
(Trainer : Mrs. Hannan ZuraykatJ 

For further Inofrmation please call 
The National Music Conservatory, 

Tel . 687620 or 687621 
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Bush proposes $286b 
1993 defence budget 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush Wednes- 
day sent a $285.9 billion 1993 
defence budget to Congress call- 
ing for drastic weapons cuts, in- 
cluding cancellation of the Sea- 
wolf attack submarine and 
slashing the B-2 Stealth bomber 
programme. 

The defence plan, part of the 
Bush administration's proposed 
federal budget for the 1993 finan- 
cial year starting on Oct. 1, seeks 
military outlays the Pentagon said 
are nearly $10 billion below out- 
lays for the current year of $295.2 
billion. 

Mr. Bosh called for defence 
spending cuts of $50 billion 
through fiscal 1997. But that five- 
year plan could spark bitter fight- 
ing in Congress, where Demo- 
crats have demanded a bigger 
peace dividend from the Soviet 
collapse. 

The five-year proposal makes 
no cuts in U.S. troop levels 
beyond the 400,000 earlier plan- 
ned for the next three years. It 
leaves the U.S. armed forces at 
1.6 million after 1995. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney told Congress in a mes- 
sage that slower development of 
high-tech weapons along with 
major programme cuts, including 
$31.5 billion saved by cancelling 
the Seawoif submarine and 
shrinking the B-2 fleet to 20 
planes, will suffice. 

“The national security picture 
for the United States has changed 
substantially since last year," Mr 
Cheney said in a message to 
Congress. “We can now afford to 
be more deliberte in the pace at 
whi , *h we modernise our armed 
forces." 

The Seaw if move would be a 
blow to General Dynamics Corp, 
which is building the first of what 
were originally expected to be up 
to 30 Seawolfs at nearly SI billion 
each. 

Mr. Bush himself announced in 
his State of the Union speech to 
Congress Tuesday night that be 
had decided to slash production 
of Northrop Corp’s radar-evading 
B-2 Stealth bomber to only 20 
instead of the 75 the air force had 
requested. 

Billions have already been 
spent on research, development 
and construction of the first three 
B-2s. If only 20 are built, the 
average cost is expected to be 


over $2 billion each, making it the 
most expensive U.S. weapon 
ever. 

The Defence and Energy De- 
partments are also expected to 
save billions of dollars in reduc- 
tions proposed by Mr. Bush in 
multi-warhead nuclear missiles — 
if republics in the former Soviet 
Union agree to make similar 
cuts. 

The exact nuclear seavings are 
not yet dear, although Mr. Bush 
told Congress Tuesday night he 
expected progress on such cues in 
talks with Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin Saturday at Mr. 
Bush's Camp David mountain 
retreat. 

Mr. Cheney said that while the 
Pentagon will put fewer new adv- 
anced weapons systems into pro- 
duction in the future, it will con- 
tinue aggressive pursuit of new 
technologies to maintain the U.S. 
high-tech advantage in defence 
systems. 

In the future, he said, a 
weapons programme will move to 
full-scale production only after 
verifying the need for producing 
die system and after minimising 
technical, manufacturing and 
operational risks. 

Mr. Bush unveiled an election- 
year plan for ending the recession 
and demanded Congress enact it 
before the end of March. 

For the most part, Mr. Bush 
offered general proposals in his 
State of the Union address Tues- 
day — with many details to come 
Wednesday with the formal re- 
lease of his budget proposal for 
the next fiscal year, which begins 
on Oct. t. 

Invoking the rhetorical echoes 
of the Gulf war, Mr. Bush vowed 
that the recession “will not 
stand." 

With the November presiden- 
tial election dearly influencing 
the tone of his speech — and the 
reaction of rival Democrats to it 
— the president called for a 
freeze on partisan politics. 

“I know, and you know, that 
my plan is unveiled in a political 
season,” Mr. Bush told the law- 
makers. “I know, and you know, 
that everything I propose will be 
viewed by some in merely parti- 
san terms. 

“But let me tell you: Far more 
important than my political fu- 
ture — and far more important 
than yours — is the well-being of 


our country,” he said. 

Mr. Bush offered what he cal- 
led “some practical advice" to the 
Democrats. “When people put 
their party's fortunes before the 
public good, they court defeat not 
only for their country, but for 
themselves. And they will cer- 
tainly deserve it." 

Democrats were largely un- 
moved by Mr. Bush's proposals 
or his March 20 deadline for 
enacting them. 

The most dramatic proposal in 
Mr. Bush's speech was his call for 
new cutsn in long-range nuclear 
missiles and the slashing of pro- , 
duction of B-2 bombers. 

Although the move would free 
funds for domestic programmes, 
it carries a severe toll — forcing 
defence contractors to do away 
with thousands of jobs as their 
business is taken away. 

Faced with Democratic efforts 
to extend jobless benefits in the 
face of riang unemployment, Mr. 
Bush struck back saying he 
wanted an extra $4.4 billion for 
the unemployed. 

House Speaker Thomas Foley 
said the Democrats would seek 
common ground with Mr. Bush 
but predicted a fight, particularly 
over Mr. Bush's push to cut 
capital gains taxes from 28 per 
cent to 15.4 per cent — dismissed 
by Democrats as helping only the 
rich. 

“We will stand our ground," 
Mr. Foley vowed. 

In a move likely to generate 
wide support, Mr. Bush proposed 
an increase in the personal tax 
exemption for children by $500 
over the current $2,300. 

To spur the stagnant housing 
industry, he proposed a $5,000 
tax credit for first-time home- 
buyers and also would let them 
withdraw funds from individual 
retirement accounts without 
penalty if used to buy a home. 

He also asked for a freeze on 
spending and federal hiring, and 
renewed his call for authority to 
veto items of the budget line by 
line, instead of approving all or 
none of it. 



George Bush 


Foreign leaders praise Bush 


President Bush got top marks 
internationally Wednesday for 
the nuclear cutbacks he 
announced in his State of the 
Union address and his economic 
revival plans were also wel- 


comed. 

Some observers said Mr. 
Bush's commitment to govern- 
ment economic restriant, along 
with tbe election-year tax breaks 
and business incentives be 
announced, would help the world 
economy. 

“It’s a sound commitment 
which would be good for world 
economy and therefore the new 
world order and world peace." 
Bahrain Information Minsiter 
Tariq Almoayed said in the capit- 
al of his Gulf state. 

In Japan, which has long criti- 
cised America for what it consid- 
ers lax fiscal policies, Mr. Bush's 
economic plans and nuclear cuts 
were generally welcomed. 

“We believe the tax exemp- 
tions for stimulating investment 
in equipment will be effective in 
increasing companies' interna- 
tional competitiveness," said 
Takeshi Nagano head of the in- 
fluential Japan Federation of Em- 
ployers' Associations. 

But Akira Kodama, manager 
of the Japanese Central Bank's 
International Department, 
warned tht the tax cuts mean “the 

red ink will increase that could 

lead to higher interest rates." 

In the Japanese government's 
only official comment. Foreign 
Minister Miicho Watanabe said 
the offer to Russia to eliminate all 
land-based multiple-warhead 
nuclear weapons was “a contribu- 
tion to tbe building of world 
peace and security and the build- 
ingof a new world order.” 

The nuclear cuts attracted a lot 
of attention. 

“The president’s measures are 
a further step in reversing the 
process of nuclear competition 
between superpowers,” said Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John Major. 

But Britain's Conservative gov- 
ernment reiterated it trill not cut 
back on its $9 billion purchase of 
U.S. Trident missiles to mod- 
ernise its own nuclear arsenal. 


Clinton: 
I’m not 


running 


on my 


life story 


AUSTIN. Texas lAP) — Demo- 
crat Bill Clinton said Tuesday he 
wants to refocus his presidential 
campaign away from charges of 
infidelity and onto the faltering 
economy, declaring he was "run- 
ning on my life's works, not my 
life story.” 

Campaigning at the Texas state 
capitoi. the Arkansas governor 
attacked President George Bush 
for not fully funding education 
programmes for poor pre-school 
children. His speech made no 
mention of unsubstantiated 
charges he had a 12-year extra- 
marital affair with a part-time 
cabaret singer and Arkansas state 
employee. 

“What is the mater with this 
country when our priorities are so 
messed up we can't find $5 billion 
for the poor children?" Mr. Clin- 
ton asked. 

His appearance here, billed as 
a news conference, turned into a 
pep rally as supporters flooded 
the room to hear Mr. Clinton 
receive endorsements from 
dozens of Texas lawmakers. 

Afterwards, however, repor- 
ters again asked Mr. Clinton ab- 
out charges by Gcnnifer Flowers, 
who said in a paid interview with 
the Star tabloid that she had an 
affair with the governor. He has 
repeatedly denied the allegations. 

Mr. Clinton said he wanted to 
get the focus of his campaign 
back on the economy and other 
domestic issues. "I’m running on 
my life's work — not my life 
story." he said. 

During introductions, two 
Texas lawmaker appeared to re- 
fer to the Flowers charges. 

“I don’t know about you. but I 
want a strong man for president 
— not God,." state Rep. Wilhel- 
mina Delco told a cheering crowd 
and a laughing Mr. Clinton. 

"The country is at risk." said 
state Sen. Cart Parker. *Tm not 
looking for somebody to vote for 
sainthood. I’m looking for a re- 
sponsible leader to lead this na- 
tion." 

Earlier. Mr. Clinton told a San 
Antonio audience that voters are 
more interested in substantive 
issues such as jobs, education and 
health care than “the cash-for- 
trash mentality that seems to be 
gripping the country." 


Success of U.N. peace plan 


for Yugoslavia is in doubt 


ZAGREB. Croatia t AP) — The 
U.N. Security Council is con- 
sidering abandoning attempts to 
deploy peacekeepers in war-torn 
Yugoslavia because of continuing 
Serb and Croat objections, news 
reports said Wednesday. 

U.N. envoy Marrack Goulding 
failed in talks Monday to per- 
suade a Serb leader in Croatia to 
accept peacekeepers in the en- 
clave he controls. On Tuesday. 
Croatian President Franjo Tudj- 
man apparently also stalled over 
some unspecified points. 

"There are differences in inter- 
pretation which must be resolved 
before the United Nations plan is 
implemented." Mr. Goulding re- 
portedly told the Croatian News 
Agency (HINA) after talks with 
Mr. Tudjman Tuesday night. 

Mr. Goulding left for the Ser- 
bian and federal capital Belgrade 
Wednesday for more talks with 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, Federal Defence 
Minister Gen. Blagoje Adzic and 
Borisav Jovic. a key Serb leader. 

Mr. Goulding will then head to 
New York for a meeting of the 
Security Council, “after which I 
will either come back to Yugosla- 
via, or not.” HINA quoted the 
envoy as saying. 

Serbia and the Serb-dominated 
federal army have accepted the 
plan to deploy up to 10.000 
peacekeepers in trouble spots in 
Croatia to keep waning Serbs 
and Croats apart. The plan fore- 
sees complete withdrawal of 
federal forces from Croatia and 
disarming of irregulars on both 
sides. 


Mr. Tudjman also accepted the 
plan, and a ceasefire took effect 
on Jan. 3. 

It has worked better than 14 
previous truces. But Croatian 
Deputy Defence Minister Stjepan 
Adanic was quoted as telling (he 
Zagreb daily Vjesnik Wednesday 
that 33 Croatian soldiers have 
died and 34 have been wounded 
in 958 violations since it took 
effect. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency reported overnight 
ceasefire violations near Glina. 
south of Zagreb, and in the east 
Croatian region of Baranja. 

That is part of a Serb-held 
enclave whose self-appointed au- 
thorities declared Wednesday 
they will no longer allow Euro- 
pean Community observers into 
their region. Tanjug said. 

The Serbs alleged the EC'’ 
observers spy for Croatia, claim- 
ing that after their visits “Croat 
forces have often hit Serbian 
positions with surprising accura- 
cy.” Tanjug reported. 

Rebel Serb leaders in Croatia 
have rejected the U.N. peace 
plan, accusing former patron Mr. 
Milosevic of abandoning them 
and vowing not (o disarm or allow 
peacekeepers into their areas. 

Goran Hadzic. leader of one 
Serb enclave in eastern Croatia, 
apparently dropped some objec- 
tions in talks with Mr. Goulding. 
But Milan Babic. head of the 
self-styled Krajina Republic in 
western Croatia who reportedly 
controls thousands of armed 
irregulars refused to budge even 
after a visit from Mr. Goulding. 


The rebellion of some of the 
600.000 Serbs in Croatia against 
Mr. Tudjman's nationalist gov- 
ernment began in Mr. Babic's 
town of Knin in August 1990. 
Serbs cited harassment and fears 
fanned by memories of massacres 
of Serbs by Croatia's Nazi puppet 
government in World War II. 

Meanwhile, more journalists 
have been killed in the seven 
months of Yugoslavia's brutal 
civil war than in any other clash in 
recent history, international hu- 
man rights organisations say. 

At least 22 journalists have 
been killed. 28 wounded, 63 
attacked and 38 have been other- 
wise harassed while covering the 
Serb-Croat war in Croatia which 
has claimed thousands of lives. 

This compares with 30 journal- 
ists killed between 1980 and 1989 
in El Salvador. 

Yugoslavia was the most peri- 
lous site for journalists in 1991, 
according to the International 
Federation of Journalists (IFJ). 

The IFJ said that of 83 journal- 
ists killed worldwide in 1991. 22 
were killed in Yugoslavia alone. 

“Some of the journalists killed 
in Yugoslavia were deliberately 
targe tted because of their profes- 
sional affiliation." the IFJ said. 

In its report, obtained by the 
Associated Press, New York- 
based Helsinki Watch said it was 
concerned about the trend. 

Helsinki Watch said the where- 
abouts of four journalists, two 
Soviets and two Croats, remain 
unknown. The Soviets are pre- 
sumed dead while the Croats are 
believed captured by Serb troops. 


Imelda Marcos arrested, freed on bail 


MANILA (R) — Former first 
lady Imelda Marcos was arrested 
on currency charges Wednesday 
but said tearfully her arrest had 
only boosted her chances of win- 
ning tbe Philippine presidential 
elections in die may 

In a scene akin to comic opera, 
the bejewelled 62-year-old widow 
of the late dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos stepped from her $2,000 a 
day suite right into tbe arms of a 
squad of policemen waiting for 
her outside the hotel lobby. 

“An arrest warrant, ma'am,” 
said a police lieutenant, handing 
her tbe document. 


formality of filing a 30,000 peso 
($1,130) bail bond. 


Taming her arrest to political 
advantage, Mrs. Marcos ham- 
mered home her presidential 
campaign — “a vote for Imelda is 
a vote for the poor.” 


determined than ever because if I 
cannot stand up to this injustice, 
how much more the poor?" she 
said. 


“This is unbelievable ... I am in 
a state of shock," die said at the 
police station where, biting her 
lips as tears rolled down her 
cheeks, she was fingerprinted 
while supporters screamed abuse 
at President Corazon Aquino's 
government. 


“If they can do this to the 
Marcoses who had been pri- 
vileged to be leaders of this coun- 
try for two decades, what can 
they do to the Filipino people?" 
she asked. 


Surrounded by chanting fans, 
Mrs. Marcos spent a little over 
three hours in a police station in 
the Manila district of San Joan 
before her lawyers completed the 


She refused to sign a document 
officially confirming she had been 
fingerprinted, telling reporters it 
referred to her as “a criminal.” 
“I think this will just strengthen 
my candidacy ... [ am even more 


Mrs. Marcos, one of 10 candi- 
dates hoping to succeed Mrs. 
Aquino in presidential elections 
on May 11, fled into exile with 
her husband in 1986 at the height 
of a popular revolt. 


Ferdinand Marcos, who died in 
exile in Hawaii, imposed martial 
law during his rule and impris- 
oned hundreds of people without 
trial. 








Yeltsin 

announces 


major 

nuclear 


arms cuts 


MOSCOW ( AP) — Boris Yeltsin 
Wednesday announced deep cots 
in Russia's nuclear arms prog- 
rammes, saying some 600 
strategic nuclear missiles' have 
been taken off alert and produc- 
tion of long-range nuclear bom- 
bers is being sharply curbed. 

The Russian president's first 
major address on disarmament 
since the Soviet Union died last 
month came just hours after Pres- 
ident George Bush outlined 
similar cuts and a day before he is 
to leave for a trip to London and 
New York. 

On Friday, be is to participate 
in a U.N. Security Council ses- 
sion. 

“Nndear weapons and other 
mass destruction means of the 
world must be eliminated,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said in tire speed], which 
was broadcast to tire nation. As 
long as those weapons remain, he 
said, “we believe... they should 
no longer be aimed at corres- 
ponding targets in Russia and 
America." 

He said he has urged the lead- 
ers of Belarus, Ukraine and 
Kazakhstan, the other former 
Soviet republics with nudear 
arms, to institute similar moves. 

Mr. Yeltsin said arms cutbacks 
could allow Russia to focus on 
urgent domestic needs and re- 
form its worsening economy. 

Just hours before. Mr. Bush 
offered in his State of the Union 
address to eliminate 1,500 of 
2,000 nudear warheads on U.S. 
land-based missiles, reduce by 
one-third tbe number of war- 
heads on sea-based missiles and 
convert some bombers to non- 
nuclear roles. 


Mr. Bush said be had discussed 
the offer with Mr. Yeltsin and 
that the Russian President's re- 
sponse had been positive. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the Russian 
land- and sea-based nuclear mis- 
siles taken off alert cany a total 
of 1.250 nudear warheads. 

“I want to emphasise that we 
are not talking about our im- 
itate ral disarmament,” he sAid. 
“The United States is taking pa- 
rallel steps in a gesture of good- 
will. It is now possible and 
necessary to move much further 
along this road.” 

Mr. Bush's offer was con- 
ditioned on the former Soviet 
states agreeing to eliminate their 
most potent land-based missiles, 
which carry 2,460 warheads. It 
was not dear how many of those 
warheads have been taken off 
alert. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Russia would 
be prepared to eliminate all ex- 
isting sea-based long-range nuc- 
lear missiles if the United States 
agreed to do the same. 


Mr. Bush and Mr. Yeltsin are 
to meet at the U.S. president’s 
retreat in Camp David, Mary- 
land, Saturday. 

Mr. Yeltsin urged in his speech 
that Britain, China and France 
“join the process of all-out nuc- 
lear disarmament,'' and empha- 
sized that Russia has taken on 
Soviet obligtions in the area of 
arms control and treaties. 

Hjs comments referred only to 
actions by Russia, not Ukraine, 
Belarus and Kazakhstan, which 
he urged to join the nudear 
non-proliferation treaty as non- 
nuclear states. 


Mr. Yeltsin asked his own par- 
liament, as well as those of the' 
other three Commonwealth nuc- 
lear states, to quickly ratify tire 
treaty on slashing long-range nuc- 
lear weapons c oa doded with 
the United States last year. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Russia has 
decided to: 

— Dismantle the launching sys- 
tems aboard six nuclear-armed 

submarines. 

— Stop production erf TU-160 
and TU-95MS heavy bombers. 

— Stop prod action of long- 
range air-based and sea-based 
cruise missiles. 


— Stop pr og ra mm es to design 
or modernise several types of 
long-range offensive nuclear 
weapons. 

Mr. Yeltsin also proposed tire 
creation of an international agen- 
cy to ensure nudear arms reduc- 
tion. 

The Russian President said 130 
land-based missile silos have been 
eliminated or are being prepared 
for elimination. 

Mr. Yeltsin said long-range 
nuclear missiles stationed in 
Ukraine will be dismantled within 
a shorter period of time than 
previously planned and said tbe 
number of nndear-anned sub- 
marines on patrol would be cut in 
half. 


He said Russia was prepared to 
stop such patrols altogether if the 
United States follows suit. 

“The measures we are taking in 
arms control will by no means 
undermine the defence capability 
of Russia and the Commonwealth 
states,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 


Azeri helicopter downed 
over Karabakh; 40 killed 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — An 
Azeri dvilian helicopter has been 
shot down in the disputed terri- 
tory of Nagorno-Karabakh, kill- 
ing about 40 people and promp- 
ting fears of a fresh round of 
fighting between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. 

The Azeri mission in Moscow 
said Armenian militants had used 
a heat-seeking missile Tuesday to 
down tile craft in the enclave, 
scene of a protracted struggle 
between the two republics. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from Armenia. 

TASS news agency said around 
40 people died, while Interfax pur 
the death toll at 47. 

At least 1.000 people have 
been killed in four years of fight- 
ing between Armenian and Azeri 
gunmen over Nagorno- 
Karabakh. populated mainly by 
Armenians but located in and 
ruled by Azerbaijan. 

Cadies have already intensi- 
fied markedly over the last few 
days. More than 60 people were 
reported to have been killed over 
the weekend in fighting in the 
region. 

Musa Mamedov, appointed 
governor of Nagorno-Karabakh 
by Azeri President Ayaz Mutali- 
bov. earlier appealed to the mem- 
bers of the new Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) to 
stop what he claimed aggression 
against Azeris in the enclave. 

TASS said Mr. Mamedov's 
appeal, also addressed to the 
European Community and U.S.. 
President George Bush, called 
for help “to keep the Armenian 
secessionists within the bounds of 
prudence and political responsi- 
bility." 

Mr. Mamedov said Azerbaijan 
favoured the most resolute poli- 
tical measures to resolve the 
situation but said Baku wanted to 
continue the negotiating process. 

Last November the two repub- 
lics seemed headed for war after 
an Azeri helicopter crash in 
which at least 20 people were 
killed, including senior Azeri offi- 
cials and peace negotiators from 
Russia and Kazakhstan. 

Azerbaijan said the helicopter 
was shot down by Armenian mili- 
tants. Armenia rejected the 
accusations, saying tbe craft hit a 
mountain in bad weather. 

The Azeri parliament annulled 
the territory's autonomous status, 
but major conflict was averted 
after peace efforts by other re- 
publics in the then Soviet Union. 

Fighting over the region in- 
creased late last year after Rus- 


sian President Boris Yeltsin 
ordered the withdrawal of troops 
there. 

Azeri forces already have been 
active in the area for months, 
inflicting heavy damage on 
Armenian-populated villages 
along the border. 

Mr. Mutalibov's spokesman. 
Vagib Rustamov. said the Azer- 
baijani helicopter was flying over 
tbe capital. Stepanakert. It was 
heading to the town of Shosha 
from the Azeri village or Agdam. 

The Armenian mission in Mos- 
cow confirmed the downing but 
asserts the helicopter was “pre- 
sumably carrying weapons and 
ammunition to Azerbaijanis who 
have been attacking the Arme- 
nian village of Karintag (between 
Stepanakert and Shusha) for the 
past three days," said spokesman 
Miyana Minakian. 


In Baku. 1.900 kilometres 
south of Moscow. Mr. Mutalibov 
looked tired and drawn as he 
reached for a cigarette and 
looked out at his office window in 
the former Communist Party 
Central Committee building. 

Nagorno-Karabakh “diverts us 
from resolving all our basic prob- 
lems." Mr. Mutalobov said. 
"This Nagorno-Karabakh issue is 
always whirling around tzs." 

Unlike other Soviet cities. 
Baku is suffering less from the 
economic crisis and painful re- 
forms meant to reverse it. The 
once oil-rich republic still has 
several wells to provide income. 

On Baku's streets once dotted 
with mansions of pre- 
revolutionary oil barons, ped- 
dlers now stand behind kiosks 
selling everything from tanger- 
ines to Turkish jeans. And many 
stores are flourishing. 


But any progress is slowed by 
the uncertainy caused by the sim- 
mering war with Armenia, the 
No. 1 problem for both states as 
they try to revive their economies 
and restore their cultures sup- 
pressed by Soviet rule. 

Mr. Mutalibov said he had 
little hope the Commonwealth of 
Independent States could resolve 
the conflict between his nation 
and Armenia. 

He suggested that the West, 
including the United States, send 
politicians and experts to 
Nagorno-Karabakh to get an 
objective picture of the conflict. 
Only then. Mr. Mutalibov said, 
would his government consider 
allowing United Nations 
peac e ke e ping troops on its terri- 
tory. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Miyazawa fends off demands to quit 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, in 
office for just three scandal-plagued months, sidestepped de- 
mands he should quit Wednesday but indicated he might call an 
election to restore confidence in his government. As opposition 
parties mounted an all-out offensive to disgrace Miyazawa. his 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) announced it will soon 
begin drafting legislation to dean up politics. Mr. Miyazawa and 
the ruling party face weeks of attack in parliament following the 
recent anest of former LDP Minister Fumio Abe on charges of 
taking bribes from the Kyowa Company and as rumours surface 
about a larger political bribery scandal. Mr. Miyazawa indicated 
for tbe first time Wednesday that he was considering calling a 
general election by July to restore confidence in the ruling party. 


Gamsakhurdia vows to fight for power 


MOSCOW (R) — Ousted Georgian President Zviad Gamsakhur- 
dia was quoted Wednesday as saying he would continue his fight 
to win back power. But the ruling Military Council, which drove 
him out of his parliament three weeks ago, said it had taken 
control of Zugdidi. one of the two last bastions of his support. 
TASS News Agency published an interview with Mr. Gamsakhur- 
dia at a secret location in his home area of western Georgia. “I 
intend to continue my struggle.'' Mr. Gamsakhurdia said. 


Kravchuk seeks expanded powers 


KIEV (AP) — Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk asked 
lawmakers Tuesday for greater powers to prevent local author- 
ities from sabotaging his economic and political reforms. Opening 
a new session of parliament, he urged deputies to change the 
constitution to allow him to appoint his own representatives to 
take over all executive functions in local government. Mr. 
Kravchuk's comments echoed similar oom plaints by his Russian 
counterpart. President. Boris Yeltsin, who has -accused low-level 
officials and plant managers of trying to block his moves toward a 
free market. 


EC ministers to sign Maastricht treaty 


THE HAGUE (R) — European Community (EC) foreign and 
finance ministers will meet in the Dutch town of Maastricht next 
week to sign the EC’s treaty on political and economic onion, the 
Dutch Foreign Ministry said Wednesday. The final wording of the 
treaty, agreed at a summit in Maastricht in December, is still 
being refined ahead of the formal signing ceremony of Feb. 7. 
Portuguese Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco Silva, whose country 
took over the ECs rotating presidency from the Netherlands on 
Jan. 1, Dutch Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers, European Commis- 
sion President Jacques Defers and Egon Klepsch, the president of 
the European Parliament, will address tbe meeting. 


Mitterrand popularity hits new low 


PARIS (AP)— A national opinion poll released Wednesday gave 
President Francois Mitterrand and Premier Edith Cresson their 
worst-ever popularity ratings, compounding the woes of the 
governing Socialist Party. The Socialists are mired in one of their 
deepest crises since Mr. Mitterrand won the presidency in 1981. 
The party has been linked directly or indirectly to various 
financial scandals, its headquarters was searched by police two 
weeks ago, and last weekend its candidates were humiliated in 
local and parliamentary-by-elections. The new survey by the BVA 
polling company, a monthly fixture in Paris Match magazine, said 
58 per cent of the L.Q24 respondents had an unfavourable opinion 
of Mr. Mitterrand, -tying bis all-time unpopularity high of 
September 1985. BVA said 34 per cent Were satisfied with Mr. 
Mitterrand. Regarding Mrs. Cresson, whom Mr. Mitterrand 
appointed as premier last May, 24 per cent had a favourable view 
of her and 61 per cent an unfavourable view. 



World's first 
superconducting 
boat launched 


TOKYO f AP) — An ex- 
perimental boat using supercon- # 
ducting magnets instead of a 
propeller has been launched in ** 
western Japan and will undergo . 
sea trials as soon as next month. 

A large yellow crane lowered the x- 
sleek Yamato-1 into the water at 
the Port of Kobe. 435 kilometres 
west of Tokyo, where the craft's ' 
equipment will be tested before ,; : - 
beginning a series of trials at sea. .*■ 
Developers of the experimental 
boat say it is a prototype for 
future high-speed seacraft. Tbe 
Yamato itself has a top speed of S 
knots, but engineers say technol- 
ogy may someday push boats 
much faster. 


Jane Fonda 
undergoes surgery 


BIRMINGHAM. Alabama (AP) 
— Actress and exercise guru Jane 
Fonda underwent surgery for a 
knee injury she suffered in a 
skiiing accident, a clinic spokes- 
man said. Lanier Johnson, a 
spokesman for the Alabama 
Sports Medidne and Orthopedic 
Centre said Ms. Fonda under- 
went ar:hr-.*scopic surgery to re- 
pair slightly tom cartilage in her 
right knee. Dr. James R. 
Andrews, the clinic's founder, 
performed the surgery and said 
the operation “went just fine." 
Mr. Johnson said in a statement. 
Dr. Andrews added that Ms. 
Fonda's "excellent physical con- 
dition" should speed her recov- 
ery. Mr. Johnson said. Her_ first 
videotape. Jane Fonda's Work- 
out, featured high-impact aero- 
bics. but her subsequent workout 
tapes featured low-impact 
routines, which c?e safer on the 
joints. Miss Fonda. 54. flew from 
Atlanta by private jet. Her new 
husband, cable television mag- 
nate Ted Turner, was not with 
her. 
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Iranian claims he 
is 152 years old 


NICOSIA (AP) — If Syed 
Ahmad Musavian's age could 
ever be authenticated, he would 
beat the world record of human 
longevity. The Iranian fanner 
claims he is 152 years old. Tehran 
Radio said Musavian lives in' 
Zagfaeh, a suburb of Khorrama- 
bad. capital of the western pro- 
vince of Lorestan. It did not give 
his date of birth, providing only 
the age he claims to be. That 
makes him 35 years older titan 
Jeanne Louise Calmettt, a 
Frenchwoman who at 117 is listed 
in the 1992 Guiness Book of 
Records as the oldest living per- 
son in the world. The greatest 
authenticated age to which any 
human is known to have lived is 
120 years. It was not immediately 
known if Iranian birth records 
were kept at the time of Mora- 
vian's alleged birth to prove his 
age. Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, said Musavian attributes 
his longevity to eating only fresh 
game and abjuring medicines. His 
favourite sport was riding horses 
which he's had to give up. Bat on 
a sunny day, he still walks for 30 
minutes, the radio said. 
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Ontario doctors ban 
female circumcision 


TORONTO (R) — Ontario doc- 
tors banned female rirc a mcaion 
after receiving requests to per- 
form the procedure on a growing 
number of African immigrants 
and refugees. The College o 1 
Physician and Surgeons of Ontar- 
io after a meeting, declared ttei 
any doctor who performs dr- 
cumcision on women or in fibula- 
tion would be found guilty oi 
professional misconduct and 
could be barred from practises 
medicine in the province. Tb* 
ban affects physicians only fa 
Ontario, but the college is plan- 
ning to lobby the federal govern- 
ment to make the procedure* 
illegal nationwide. Ctauraosirt 
involves cutting away the hood d 
the clitoris. Infibutation £e*s 
together the tabta to prevent 
sexual intercourse. Doctors trert 
also warned not to reverse' as 
rafibulation. 
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Actor Peter Falk 
sued by daughter 


LOS ANGELES (I 
Peter Falk’s daughter 
get him to abide by a 
fo pay her college co! 
filed m Los Angel 
Court, alleges that 
Known for his televisi 
of the rumpled de 

has SI °PP 
Catherine Falk’s 1 

ward at Syracuse ( 

Syracuse, New York. 
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